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To all whom it may concern: |
Be 1t known that we, WILLIAM B. BARBOUR |
and BYRON W. MEREDITH, citizens of the

United States, residing at Trenton, in the |

county of Mercer and State of New Jersey,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Clothes-Line Props, of which the followmfr
1S a specification.

Our invention relates to 1mprovements in
clothes-line props; and it consists in a cer-
tain peculiar construction the novelty, util-
ity, and practical advantages of which will
be fully understood from the following de-
seription and claims when taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings, in
which— -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper
por t10n of our improved prop as it appears |
when in use; Fig. 2, a front elevation of the |
upper portion of the prop, and Kig. 3 a detail
perspective view illustrating a modified con-
struction.

Referring by letter to the said drawings,
and more particularly to Figs. 1 and 2 there-

of, A is the pole of the improved prop, which
ig preferably of wood and is provided in its
upper end with a transverse and preferably

V-shaped notch a, designed to seat a clothes-
line after the manner shown in Fig. 1,and B
is a clothes-line holder, the purpose of which
is to prevent the pole from falling out of en-
gagement with the line. The said holder-is
preferably made of a single piece of resilient
wire and comprises a body-loop b, preferably
V-shaped, as shown, curvilinear jaws ¢, hav-
ing inner portions d, arranged to normally
rest close together, and oblique arms e, which

depend from the lower inner portions of the |

jaws ¢ and are crossed, as illustrated. The
sald arms e, in conjunction with the lower in-

ner portions of the jaws ¢, form a space f,

which when the holder is properly applied to
the pole is adapted toreceive the clothes-line,
as shown.

The clothes-line holder is arranged on the
side of the pole in the position best shown in
Fig. 2—. e.,-so that the point of intersection
of the armseis ad,]aeent to the bottom of the
notch a—and it is fastened to the pole through

50 the medium of two staples g, one of which

r
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straddles the arms e at their point of inter-
section, while the other straddles the bight of
the loop-shaped body b.

With the holder B applied to the pole A in
the manner shown and described it will be
observed that when the prop is raised 1nto
engagement with a clothes-line the jaws ¢ will
o1ve outwardly and permit the line to pass
downwardly between their inner portions d
and into the space f; also,that when the line
has passed down between the jaws and into
the space f the said jaws will spring together,
and therebyeffectually prevent the prop from
becoming casually disconnected from the line
and falling. It will further be observed that
when the propisin engagement with a clothes-
| line, as shown in Fig. 1, the line rests in the
bottom of the notch @ in the pole and does
nol bear on or subject the holder to pressure

or strain. -
When desired, the holder may be pr ovided,
in lieu of the arms e, with arms &', Fig. 3,

whieh terminate in barbs or proncrs h, de-
signed to be driven into the pole A, with a
view of strengthening the conneetlen of the
holder thereto.

It will be appreciated from the foregoing

ing its efficiency, is ext.reme]y simple and in-
expensive; also, that the holder is adapted to
be placed on the market as an article of
manufacture and readily fastened by the user
to ordinary clothes-line poles such as at pres-
ent in use. |

We have entered into a detailed descrip-
tion of the construction constituting the pres-

ent and prefer red embodiment of our inven-

tion in order to impart a full, clear, and ex-

act understanding of the same
desire, however, to be understood as confin-
ing ourselves to such specific construction,

as such changesor modifications may be made
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that the clothes-line holder B, notwithstand-
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in practice as fairly fall within the scope of

our claims.

Having described our mventlon What WO
claim, and desire to secure by Lettere Petent
18— |
1. In a clothes-line p1op, a pole having a
notech in its upper end, and a clethes-lme
holder formed of a eingle piece of spring
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metal, and comprising the loop-shaped body,
the curvilinear jaws having inner portions
arranged to normally rest close together, and
oblique, crossed arms depending from the in-
ner lower portions of the jaws; the said holder
being fastened on the side of the pole so that
the point of intersection of its oblique arms
rests adjacent to the bottom of the notch in
the pole.

2. In a clothes-line prop, & pole having a
V-shaped notch in its npper end, the clothes-

line holder formed of a single piece of wire,

and comprising the V-shaped body, the cur-

vilinear jaws having inner portions arranged |

to normally rest close together, and oblique,

crossed arms depending from the inner lower

| portions of the jaws; said holder being ar-
| ranged on the side of the pole so that the point
of intersection of its obligue arms rests adja-
cent to the apex of the V-shaped notch in the
pole, and staples straddling the bight of the
V-shaped body and the point of intersection
of the obligue arms,respectively,of the holder,
and fastening said holder to the pole.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set
our hands in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

WILLIAM B. BARBOUR.

BYRON W. MEREDITH.
Witnhesses:

JOHN KRUMHOLZ,
l DAVID BARBOTUR.
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