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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W ASHINGTON
KERNODLE, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Elon College, in the county of Ala-

¢ mance and State of North Carolina, have In-
vented anew and useful Vehicle-Top, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to vehicle-tops, and
more particularly to that class described and

1o covered by claims in an application for pat-
ent (now allowed) filed by me on November
20, 1901, Serial No. £3,045. |

The object of the present invention 1S to

improve the structure set forth in said appli-
15 cation by employing a novel construction of

top which will shield the occupants of the ve-

hicle from the elements, said top being com-

pactly foldable and when in extended posi-

tion keeping the cover taut and unwrinkled,
20 even should the latter become stretched.

The preferred form of construction is fully
illustrated in the accompanying drawings and

described in the following specification; but

- it will be seen upon an inspection of the
2¢ claims hereto attached that the structure

shown and described is open to various

changes without departing from the spirit of
the invention. . __
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical lon-
30 gitudinalsectional view throughtheimproved
top. Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section.
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of one of
the runners, showing the arrangement and
connection of the brace-links. Fig. 41sa per-
35 spective view of one of the socket-pieces em-
ployed in connecting the cross-bar and the
standard. Fig. 5is a detail perspective view
more clearly illustrating the connection of the
links with the stretcher-rods.

Similar numerals of reference designate cor-
responding partsin all the figures of the draw-
ings. ‘

The general arrangement is substantially
the same as that described in the prior struc-
45 ture.

ployed, pivoted at theirlowerends to the usual
projections 11 and connected at their upper
ends by a cross-bar 12. The manner of con-
nection is clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 4.
50 Socket-pieces13 are secured to the upper ends
of the standard and have angularly-disposed
flanges 14, which embrace and are fastened

40

Spaced upright standards 10 are em-

‘

to the eross-bar 12. This cross-bar extends
beyond the standards, and its ends 1o are
preferably downturned, said ends being con-
nected to the standards by braces 16. A plu-
rality of stretcher-rods 17 are arranged in
spaced relation to the cross-bar, the ends of
said rods curving downwardly, as shown, and
to these rods and the cross-bar is secured the
covering 18, which may be of any well-known
material that can be folded. Slidably mount-
ed on the standards are runners 19, arranged
to besecured atany desired point by means of
cams 20, pivoted thereto and movable into
and out of engagement with the standards.
Main links 21 are pivoted to the runners and
to the outer stretcher-rods, as shown in Fig.
1. Other links 22 are pivotally connected to
this main link 21 and extend to the other
stretcher-rods 17, to which they are pivotally
connected, as shown in Fig. 5. Braces 23
are arranged in intersecting relation with
these links 22 and extend to the stretcher-
rods 17, certain of said braces being pivotally
connected to the links 22. The inner braces
23 have at their inner ends eyes 24, which
are slidably mounted upon the inner ends of
the main links 21, and supplementary braces
232 are also provided with eyes which are
slidably mounted upon said inner braces 23,
all of which is clearly shown in Fig. 1. These
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braces 23 and 23* practically constitute seg- .

mental stays extending from the inner ends
of the main links to the stretcher-rods. Asa
result a lazy-tongs frame is provided which
will compactly fold, and the portions of the

links and braces which connect the different

stretcher-rods and the standards constitute
jointed ribs that hold said stretcher-rods in
their spaced relation. The runners are pref-
erably provided with hooked portiouns 25, be-
hind which the main links engage, as shown
in Fig. 3, thus preventing any vibration ot
the frame. In like manner the socket-pieces
13 are provided with depending hooks 26, be-
hind which the inner links that are pivotally
connected to said socket-pieces engage. This
latter arrangement is illustrated in Figs. 1
and 4. The standards are held in their up-
right positions by means of props 27, compris-
ing sections pivotally connected to each other
and to the standards and the seat. It will

be noted that this arrangement is different
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from that described in the other application,
wherein the props were connected to the run-

- Ners.

~oceupants from the rain and san.
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By this construction a ver y un'ldly snpport-
ed top is provided that extends beyond each
side of the vehicle- -body, so as to shield the
The frame
for holding the top extended is extremely

light and a,t the same time is firm and stable

cmd 18 80 construected that the covering is held
perfectly tight and unwrinkled when the top
is extended. The device can of course be
compactly folded when desired and dropped
back of the seat. It will therefore be seen
that all the objects mentioned in the prelimi-
nary portion of the specification are accom-

plished by the present construction.

I'rom the foregoing it is thought that the
construction, operation, and many advan-

tages of the herem deseribed invention will

be apparent to those skilled in the art with-
out further description, and it will be under-

stood that various changes in the size, shdpe, ;

proportion, and minor deLalls of con%ructwn
may be resorted 1o without departing from
the spn 1t or sacrificing any of the advantages
of*the invention. Eor instance, a ﬂ'reater or
less number of stretcher-rods may be em-
ployed, in which case a greater or smaller
number of braces and links will be used, and
the 1invention clearly comprehends such
changes, as will be evident upon an inspec-
tion of the following claims.

Having thus descrlbed my mvenmon what;
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a vehicle-top, the combmatwn with a
standard, of a runner slidably mounted on
the bt&ﬂdrﬂd a plurality of stretcher-rods, a
main link pwomlly connecting the 1 unner
and one of the rods, and another link pivoted
to the main link and to another stretcher-rod.

2. In a vehiele-top, the combination with a
btd[ld&l‘d of a runner slidably mounted on
the Standard a pluarality of stretcher-rods,

alldably—asqocmted links pivotally connected

to the rods, and a connection between said
links and the runner.

3. In a vehicle-top, the combination with a
standard, of a runner slidably mounted on

‘the sta,nda,rd a plurality of stretcher-rods, a

main link pwotally connecting the link and
one of the rods, and other Imks arranged in
intersecting relation, certain of said Ia,tter
links belnﬂ' pwotally connected to the
stretcher- rods and to the main link, others
being sl1dab1y associated with said main link.

4. In a vehicle-top, the combination with a
supporting - standard, of a runner slidably
mounted upon the standard a plurality of
stretcher - rods, and a rib conn;ectmn" the

725,728

stretcher-rods and comprising a plurality of
links pivotally connected to the rods and to
each other, one of said links being pivotally
connected te the runner, others bemg slid-
ably associated WIbh qald Tink and with each
other. |

5. In a vehiele-top, the combination with a
standard, of a runner slidably mounted upon
the standard, a plarality of stretcher-rods, a
main link pivotally connecting the runner
and the outer rod, and other links pivotally
connected to scud maln lmk and to. the
stretcher-rods. |

6. In a vehicle-top, the combmabmn with a
standard, of a runner slidably mounted upon
the stand@rd a plarality of spaced stretcher-
rods, a main link pivotally connecting the
ranner and the outer rod, other links pivot-
ally connected to said main link and to the
stretcher-rods, and braces slidably associated
with said main link and connected to the
other links.

7. In a vehicle-top, the combmamon with a
standard, of a runner slidably mounted upon
the standard and having a stop - hook, a
stretcher-rod, and a link plvotally eonneetmw
the runner and the rod, said link being mov-
able to a position behind the stop-hook.

3. In a vehicle-top, the combination with a
supporting - standard, of a runner slidably
mounted upon the standard, a plurality of
stretcher - rods, and a rib conneetmfr the
stretcher-rods and comprising a plurahty of
links pivotally connected to the rods and to

each other, one of said links being pivotally

attached to the runner, and another being
slidably associated with said pivotally - at-
tached link. |

9. In a vehicle-top, the combination with a
standard, of a runner slidably mounted upon
the Sta,nda.rd a plurality of stretcher-rods, a
mainlink plvomllycon necting therunner .asnd
the outer rod, and another hmc pivotally con-
nected to said main link and to an interme-
diate stretcher-rod.

10. In a vehicle-top, the eombmamon with a
standard, of a runner slidably mounted upon
the sta,nda,rd a plurality of spaced streticher-
rods, a main link pivotally connecting the
runner and the outer rod, another link pivot-
ally connected to said main link, and a brace
pivotally attached to this latter link and slid-
ably associated with the main link.

In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing as
my.own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two mbnesses.

GE(}R&E WASHINGTON KERNODLE.

Witnesses:
JAs. K. WILLIAMSON,
M. E. MOLSINGER. |
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