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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES EDWARD LATSHAW, OF LINCOLN, NEBRASKA.

DISPLAY=-CASE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 725,572, dated April 14, 1903.

* Apylication filed April 1, 1902,

Serial No. 100,930, (No model.)

To all whony it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES EDWARD LAT-

SHAW, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Lincoln, in the county of Lancaster and
State of Nebraska, have invented a new and
nseful Display-Case, of which the following

 is a specification.
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The invention relates to improvements in
display-cases. | . '

The object of the present invention is to im-
prove the construction of display-cases and
to provide a simple and comparatively inex-
pensive one designed for advantageously dis-
playing various kinds of goods and capable
of enabling the same to be supported and dis-
posed in a variety of ways. - |

A further object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a display-case of this character adapted
to exhibit or expose its contents at each of its
sides and ends and eapable of affording ready
access 1o its interior from opposite sides.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vice a series of brackets or supports adapted
to be readily arranged at the desired eleva-
tion and capable of being disposed either in
a horizontal or an inclined position. . .

The invention consists in the construction

“and novel combination and arrangement of
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ing hinges.

parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended. |

- In the drawings, Figure 1.1is a front eleva-
tion of a display-case constructed in accord-
ance with this invention and shown closed.
I'ig. 2 is a perspective view, the display-case
being open.
view illustrating the arrangement of the slid-
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the bot-
tom of the case. Fig. 5is a vertical sectional
view illustrating the construetion of the com-
bined locking and pivoting devices.
is an enlarged detail sectional view of the
means for operating thesame. Iig. 7is a de-
tail view of one of the sliding hinges. Fig.
8 is a detail view of the guide for the same.
Fig. 9 is a detail view illustrating the con-
struction of the caster. Fig. 10 is a detail
sectional view taken substantially on the
line 10 10 of Fig. 4. Fig. 11 is a detail sec-

go tional view illustrating the arrangement of

the caster.
Like numerals of reference designate cor-

Fig. 8 is a horizontal sectional

Fig. 6

| responding partsinall the figures of the draw-

ings.
1 1 designate sides of a central section of a
show or display case which is provided with

| side sections 2, adapted to be swung open to

afford access to the interior of the case. The
sides 1 of the central section are located at

opposite sides of the case and are secured at

their ends to the top 4 and bottom'5 of the
said case, the top 4 and bottom 5 being ex-
tended beyond the side section and overlap-
ping the end sections when the latter are
closed. Thesides 1 are provided with trans-
parent plates of glass or other suitable mate-

rial arranged within suitable frames, and the-

sides and ends of the entire case.are provided
with plates of glass to enable the contents of
the display-case to be inspected and exposed
at all sides. Each end section 2 of the dis-
play-case is received within the extended por-
tions .of the top and bottom 4 and 5 and 18
composed of narrow side portions 6 and end
7, and a top and bottom 8 and 9 secured to
the sides and ends. The sides and ends are
provided with plates of glass, and each end
section is preferably oblong, as shown, the
opposite side portions being narrow and ex-
tending from the sides 1 to the end of the dis-
play-case, and the ends 7 extend entirely
across the case; but the latter may be of any
other desired configuration. o
The sides of the central section of the case
are suitably fixed to the top and bottom, and
the latter are provided with projecting cen-
tral portions 10 and 11, which are flush with
the inner faces of the top and bottom of the
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end sections when the latter are closed and

which form suitable shoulders for supporting
the sides 1. - S
The side sections, which-are adapted to be
swung open at either side of the display-case,
are secured when closed by upper and lower
bolts 12, arranged in pairs and located at the
inner edges of the narrow sides 6 of the end
soctions and engaging suitable sockets 13 of
the extended portions of the top and bottom
and held in engagement with the same by
coiled springs 14. The coiled springs 14,
which are housed within suitable casings 15,
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engage collars or flanges 16 of the bolts, which

are connected by suitable connections 17 with

arms 18 of a spindle 19. The spindle 19,
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of the side 6, is provided at its outer end with
a handle and is adapted to be rotated to pull
npon theconnections 17 to withdraw the bolts
from engagement with the sockets. The lock-
ing devices at either side of the display-case
may be disengaged from their sockets,and the
locking devices at the opposite side of the
case will then form the pintles for hinging the
end section to enable the latter to be swung
open and closed. The extended portions of
the top 4 and bottom 5 are provided at op-
posite sides at their inner faces with curved
grooves 21, gradually increasing in depth to-
ward their outer ends and forming beveled
or inclined faces to engage the depressible
spring-actuated bolts, whereby the end cas-
ings are adapted to be swung to their closed
position without manipulating the locking de-
vices, as the latter will automatically engage
the sockets. |

The end casings or sections are supported
at the bottom by a ball-caster 22, consisting
of a ball mounted in a suitable casing 23 and
projecting below the lower face of the bottom
9 and arranged to run in ways formed by di-

verging grooves 24, composed of oppositely-

curved side portions and having an extension
25 at the adjacent ends of the side portions.
Kach side portion forms an arc of a circle con-
centric with one of the sets of pivoting fas-
tening-bolts, and the divergent ways formed
by these curved side portions acecommodate
the supporting-caster when the end section

, 1s swung open from either side of the dis-

play-case. The outward swing or opening
movement of the end sections of the dis-
play-case is limited by hinges 26, arranged in
pairsand located at opposite sides of the dis-
play-case and adapted to support the end sec-
tions at the top. KEach hinge 26 consists of a
short leaf 27 and a long slidable leaf 28, pro-
vided atits outer end with a T-shaped tongue
29. The short leaf 27 is fixed to the end sec-
tion, and the tongue of the slidable leaf 28 ex-
tends through a slot 30 of a guide-plate 31,
which 18 secured to the central section of the
case, at the top thereof, and which permits the
leaf 28 to slide back and forth from one end
of the slot 30 to the other to permit the end
sections to open and close at either side of the
case. T'he arms or lugs formed by the head

of the T-shaped tongue 29 engage the inner

face of the guide-plate 31, whereby the slid-
able leaf of the hinge is securely interlocked
with the said guide-plate and is retained in
such engagement while the parts are assem-
bled.

The goods to be displayed are designed to
be supported by vertically-adjustable brack-
ets mounted on vertical rods or bars secured
at their ends to the top and bottom of the
case. The rodsor bars 32 of the central seec-
tion of the case are preferably provided at
intervals with notches or recesses 33, and the
vertically - adjustable brackets 34 are pro-

vided with pins 36 or other suitable means |

795,572

which is centrally mounted at the inner edge | for engaging the notehes. The end sections

of the display-case are preferably provided
with smooth rods 38, receiving braclkets 39.
T'he barsor arms of the brackets may be pro-
vided with notches 56 and with lugs 57 to
prevent goods from slipping off the arms.

it will be seen that the display-case is ex-
ceedingly simple in its construction, that it
is adapted for advantageously displaying a
large amount of goods of various kinds, and
that the goods are exposed to view at all
sides. It will also be apparent that the end
sections of the display-case may be swung
open from eitherside and that they are guided
and supported in such opening and closing
movement.,. | | o

I desire it to be understood that various

changes in the form, proportion, size, and the

minor details of construction within the scope
of the appended claims may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrifie-
ing any of the advantages of this invention.

What I claim is— - -

1. A display-case comprisinga central sec-
tion having an extended top and bottom, end
sections fitting between the extended por-
tions of the top and bottom, and the com-
bined locking and pivoting devices connect-
ing the end sections with the central section
and adapted to be released at either side of the
case to permit the end sections t0 be opened
ab that side, substantially as described.

2. A display-case comprising a central sec-
tion composed of sides and a top and bottom,
end sections composed of a top, bottom, sides
and-end and fitting against the central sec-
tlon and combined locking and pivoting de-
vices detachably hinging the end sections to
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the central section at opposite sides of the

case and adapted to permit the end sections
to be swung open at either side of the case,

substantially as described.

3. A display-case comprisinga central sec-

110

tion having extended top and bottom portions -

provided with opposite grooves forming in-
clined faces, end sections fitting between the
extended portions of the eentral section, up-
per and lower bolts arranged in pairs in the
same vertical planes as the grooves and en-
gaging the extended portions of the central
section and mounted on the end  sections at;

the corners thereof, and means for operating
the bolts, whereby the end sections may be

opened at either side of the case, substan-
tially as deseribed.

4. A display-case comprising a central sec-
tion, side sections detachably connected to
the central section at opposite sides of the
case and adapted to be opened at either side
of the same, and hinges located at opposite
sides of the case and connecting the central
and end sections and composed of leaves se-
cured to one section and slidably connected
with the other section and permitting the end
sections to be swung open from either side of
the case, substantially as described.

5. A display-case comprising central and
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end sections, the end sectmns being deta,ch--]

- ably hmcred at opposrce sides of the case,

-~ the end sections to be swung open at either

10

guide- plates arranged in pairs and mounted

on the ecentral section at opposite sides of the
case, and hinges arranged in pairs and se-

cared to the end sections and slidably inter-
locked with the guide-plates and permitting

side of the case, substantlally as described.
6. A display-case comprising central and

~end sections, the end sections being detach-

ably hinged at opposite sides of the case, slot-

‘ted guide-plates mounted on the central sec-

tion at opposite sides of the case, and hinges
secured to the end sections at opposite sides
of the case and provided with tongues ar-
ranged in the slots of the guide-plates and
provided with means for engaging the latter,
said hinges being arranged to permit the end
sections to be opened at elthel side of the ea%,
substantially as described.

7. A display-case comprising a central sec-

" tion having extended portions provided with

30

centrally - arra,nfred outwardly - divergent

ways, the end sectlons provided with a,ntl—.

friction devices arranged to run in the said
ways, and combined lockmo' and pivoting de-

vices connecting the end sectwns with the

central section and adapted to be released at
either side of the case to permit the end sec-
tions to be opened at that 5'1de, substantm]ly
as described. | |

8. A dlsplay-case comprising a centml sec-
tion provided with an extended bottom hav-

ing centrally-arranged divergent grooves, end
sectlons detachably prowded with a caster

arranged to runin the divergent grooves, and
combmed locking and pwobmﬂ' devices con-
necting the end sectmns with the central sec-
tion and adapted to be released at either
side of the case to permit the end sections

to be opened at that side, substa,ntlally as de-
seribed. -

9. A dISplav-case eomprlsmg a cent1 al sec-
tion provided at the top and bottom with ex-
tending portions having sockets and provided

with 0ppos1te ogrooves extending from the
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sockets, the extended bottom portlons being
also provided with centrally-arranged diver-.

| gent ways, end sections provided with pivots

detaehably engaging the said sockets and ar-
ranged to travel in the grooves at opposite

s1des of the extended portions, and antifrie-

tion devices centrally supporting the end sec-

tions and arranged to operate in the diver-

oent ways, substantmlly as described. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
'CHARLES EDWARD LATSHAW

Withesses: o
A. D. BURR,
F. C. BURKE. .
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