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To all whom ai QY COTLCEPTL:

Be it known that I, FRANK WILLARD'
THOMAS a citizen of the Umted States, re-

siding at Toledo, in the county of Luecas and

State ef Ohio, heveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Apparatus for Oper-

ating the Impression-Latches of Platen Print-
ing or Embossing Presses, of whleh the fol-
lowuw is a. speelﬁeatlon

ThlS invention refers in n‘eneml to platen

printing or embossing presses; and the par-

ticular object is to provide means for the posi-
tive and convenient operation of the latches
that lock the adjuster-bar and its eccentric
impression-sleeves to the platens of platen
printing or embossing presses, such as those
known to the art by the trade-names of the

-~ ““Colt’s Armory” and the ““Universal.”
| Yy
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in the recess 14 is a spring 15, whose thrust,

In the drawings, Figure 1 is-a side elova-
tion of a press, denotmﬂ* an embodiment of

the invention. Fig. 2 is an enlarged top plan

detail view. Fig. 3 is a front elevatwn de-
-_ Veleped from Fig. 2, and Fig.4 is an end ele-

vation and section developed from Fig, 3

The several parts well known to thoSe_.

irst-be briefly noted.

skilled in the art may

5 is the platen; 6, the pleten-eheft 7, the ec-
- centric impression or ‘“‘throw-o
the adjuster-bar; 9, the adjuster lateh or.

latches, and 10 lahe a,d;]uster slide or slides at-
tached to the platen in a manner to be shift-

ed back or forth to determine the position of
the face of the platen with respect to the form

due to the eccentricity of the sleeves.
The adjuster-latch shaft 12 operates in a
vertical bearing 13 in the adjuster-bar 8, and

'- - is exerted between the head 16 of the recess

40
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‘and a shoulder 17 of the latch-shaft—that is,
by this means the lateh 9 issnapped and held

into enﬂ'aﬂ'ement mth the elot 18 of the ad-

o ~ Juster- sllde 10.

Heretofore where a smn*le 1ateh has been
deemed sufficient a knob has been attached
to the extremity of the latch-shaft 12 to be
agrasped by the pressman for *‘ throwing o: 17

77 eleevee S,

loss  of time, misprints, and deman‘e

connected by a hand- md so that bothletehes o

might be elmultaneouely withdrawn. Ob- 50
kuely as the spring or springs are reqmred :

to be quite stiff if the connecting-rod is not

orasped midway of the latches the direet up- -
lift.tends to eramp or jam and requires a con-

siderable degree of exertion, and, especially 55 N

in rapid rates of feeding, the d1seonneet1on
is liable to be frequently missed, resulting i l1111
The
present invention obviates these ObJeCtIOHS
by applying to the projecting end or ends of 6o
the latch-shaft 12, as by a pin 20, a lever 21,
the forward end 22 of which aete as a cam
npon the surface 23 of the adjuster-bar 8.

‘The inner portion, as 24, may serve as a han-

dle, or if two latches are used the levers are 05
connected by a hand-rod, as 25. Itwillnow
be seen that by a proper proportionment of
the leverage and formation of the cam 22, so
that the leverage will be in favor of the Op-- |
erator, the latches 9 may be raised against 70_.--
the -springs very easily and with the ntmost
speed and certainty by simply swinging the
lever 21 or both levers by the hand-rod 25 in
the arc of a curve, as to the position indicated
by the dotted outline 26. By this arrange- 75
ment the springs may be made of a,mple '
power whereby to secure the latches in the

most effective manner, and when two latches-

are used the hand- rod may be grasped and

operated effectively at any lecamon between 84::' |

the latch-levers. .
It is to be noted that the poemon of the le- o

ver may be reversed—that is, be swung over
to the opposite side of the vertical center of

the latch-shaft—also that by flattening the 8'5_ -
Jever, as at the location-22, Fig. 4, the lateh -
"mav be locked up until the lever i8 actuated

Without limiting myself to the preclse ar-
rangement and conebructlon denoted in the

jdmwmgs what I claim as my invention, and 90_"
‘desire to secure by Letters Patent, is— . "

‘In a platen printing or embosemﬂ press; the
comblnatlon with an impression-adjusting
sleeve, of an adjuster-bar attached to the ad-

or ‘‘tripping” the impression; but where two ,]ustmcf-eleeve, an adjuster latch and spring 95
. la,tehes were employed theu- shefts have been

mounted in the bal end a lever conneeted 130
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the lateh, the shorter end of said level adapt- l

ed to thr ust against the adjuster-bar and its
long end bemn" adapted for manual operation,

-the arranfrement and constraction bemﬂ* Sl](..ll
that raising the lever disconnects the lateh

and swings the adjuster- b.‘}Ll substantially as
descllbed |

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
' two subseribing witnesses.

FRANK WILLARD TIIOMAQ

Witnesses:

JOHN R. CALDDR
W. H. ROOSE.
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