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UNTTED STATES
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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM JAMES RIOH-

ARDSON, a subject of the King of England, re-

siding at London, England, have invented

certaln new and useful Improvements in or:

Relating to Letter or Similar Files, of which
the followmﬂ* is a specification.
This mventlou relates to letter and similar

'ﬁles and has for its objeet to provide a file
which can be opened to release the papers

without the operator requiring to insert his
fingers between the documents and which can

be moved to an intermediate or inspection
position in which the documents on the file
may he examined without requiring to be de-

tached therefrom.
According to this invention the file pmper

comprises two members which are hinged to-
getherand carry threaders for thedocuments,

the threaders on one member being prefer-
ably in the form of bent or curved wires and
on the other tubes into which the wires pass,
so that when the file is closed the documents
are all retained by the.tube and when in in-
spection position the wires are partially with-

“drawn from the tubes.

The cover of the fileis pldwded with a nar-
row back portion after the manner of a book,

and this back portion is provided with a cen-
tral longitudinal fold or crease which when

the file is open allows the back to be folded
inward upon itself to correspond with the

wded in its back portion with a central lon- |.
oitudinal fold. One member of the file is
-prowded with a detent which engages with

the other member of the file to lock the parts
together, but in such a manner that the file
can move from the fully-closed to the inter-
mediate position without the detent requir-
ing to- be. operated, and the detent is pro-
v1ded with a portion which extends to the
outside of the ﬁle so that it may be operated

_ exter nally

In order that the file may
‘be readlly detached from the-back after it
has been filled and placed in a storing case:
or-cover, the back part of the cover is pro-
vided with headed studs Wthh engage with.
keyhole or other slots in the file, so ‘that the:
latter may be readily detached, if desired, or:
the file may be connected permanennly to the'?_
cover, which may be in the form of a box pro-'|.

| parts of the portions A’ A2,

Referrmg to thedrawin ﬁ's,' Figurelisa per- .

spective view of the file in its fully-Open po-
sition.

‘Fig. 2 is a. similar view showing the
parts 1n‘p031t10n forexamining the documents |

55

in.the file; Fig. 3, a crOss—seemon showing the

file in its closed pomtlou and Fig. 4 shows a

1 modified form of cover for the ﬁle

Thefile proper, A, consistsof two parts A’ A2,
which are hinged together at A*and provided
with keyhole-sliots A% which are adapted to

‘be engaged by studs B’ on the back part B?

of the cover B. The studs are so disposed
that the hinge A°® of the file coincides with a

central division B%in the back part B* of the
cover, and a slot or opening is preferably
formed in the back of the cover for the re-
ception of the hinge, as shown in Fig. 3.
‘When the sides B of the coverarein a closed

position, they lie close against the upturned

wires or threaders A® are soldered or other-

wise connected to the upturned  part of - the
portion A’ and are bent.to an arc of a cirele,

so that when the file is closed they enter the
threadm o-tubesorthreaders A%, which are car-

ried by the upturned part of- the portion A2

The hook or detent A7 is pivoted at A° to the
portion A’, and a spring A%, having one end
attached to_th.e hook and another to the file,
is bent around a pivot-pin A’ in order to re-
tain the hook in a position to engage with an
inwardly-extending projection A® on the por-

tion A®of the file.
file from opening beyond the intermediate or

inspection position, as shown 1n Fig. 2, and

when it is desired to open the file farther the

end A" of the hook, which extends through a
‘slot A to the outside of the file, can be oper-
ated by hand without disturbing the papers
to release the parts and allow the threading-
‘wires to be withdrawn from the tubes.

~When the file is in the fully-open position,

as shown in Fig. 1, the portions A’ A? are
folded back toward each other on their hinge

A3 the back of the cover being folded inward

alonw its central division B? %o lie between
the portlons A" A% so that the wires and tubes

are clear of one another, permitting letters or

other documents to be readily placed onto or
removed from the file.

In the intermediate or_mspectmn posﬂalon

(shown in Fig. 2) the back of the coverisflat

This hook prevents the
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- and inspected without requiring to be re-
moved from the threading wires and tubes.
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and the wires are partially withdrawn from
the tubes, thereby increasing the space be-
tween the upturned part or edges of the por-
tions A’ and A® and allowing greater space
for the documents in the file to be separated

In this position the portions A’ and A* are re-
tained by the hook A7 the point of which en-

oages with the prowctwn A8, and the file can

be mmoved from the cover without danger of
its opening and papers becoming dlSplﬂGed

In the closed position (shown in Fig. 3) the
wires are fully inserted into the threading-
tubes, and the pomt of the hook moves alonﬂ'
the portion A, but is still in a position toen-

gage with the projection A® whenever the file

18 opened
Instead of providing the file with a cover
which can be folded along a central division

in order to lie flat for convenience in storing

or packing, the file being removable from the
cover for this purpose, the file may be at-
tached to a cover which, as shown in Fig. 4,
isin the form of a box C. Aswill be noticed,
the back portion C’ of this box is attached to
the body C? only along its lower edge and is
connected to the lid C° along its upper edge,
the end parts being free, so that when 1t is
desired to inspect the documents on the file
or to remove some of them or insert others
the back part is free to fold down and 1s pro-
vided with a longitudinal division C¢%, similar
to the eover above described, so as to allow
for the manipulation of the parts of the file,
as above stated. The file in this form of
cover is preferably riveted permanently to
the back part of the box, or it may be con-
nected thereto in any other appropriate man-
ner.

When the file is removably attached to the
cover, it may when all the documents are
placed upon it be detached by being moved
longitudinally to disengage the studs from
the slots, and the file can then, without dis-
turbing the documents, be inserted in a filing
case or cover, to which it can be attached by

studs engaging with the slots 1n the file, as

already described.

What Iclaim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. Inaletterorsimilarfile, thecombination
with two hinged members, of threading-tubes
carried by one member, threading-wires car-

ried by the other member, a detent pivoted

to one hinged member which is slotted to re-
ceive part of the detent, a handle on the de-
tent passing through the slot in the member
to the outside of the file, a spring controlling
the detent, and a catch on the other hinged
member with which the detent engages, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

2. Inaletter orsimilar file, thecombination
with two hinged members, of threading-tubes
carried by one member, threading-wires car-
ried by the other member, a detent pivoted
to one hinged member, a handle on the detent

725,484

passing through a slot in the member to which
it is pivoted to the outside of the file, a spring
for the detent, a cateh on the other member,
with which the detent engages when the file

is in the intermediate position and which al-

lows the members to move freely from the in-
termediate to the fully-closed position, sub-
stantially as described.

3. Inaletterorsimilar file, the combination
with two hinged members, of threading-tubes
carried by one hinged member thlea,dmg-

wires carried by the other hmged member, &

detent pivoted to one hinged member, a han-
dle-on the detent passing through a slot In
the member to whieh it is pivoted to the out-
side of the file, a spring controlling the de-

tent, a projection on the other hmwed mem-

ber with which the detent enfr‘afres when in
its intermediate position and which allows the
members to move freely from the intermedi-
ate to the fully-closed position, and a cover
for the file and means for attaching the file
to the cover, substantially as descr 1bed

4. Ina letterorsimilar file, the combination
Wlth twomembers hinged Logebhm of thread-
ing - tubes carried by one hinged member,
thteadmw-wwe% carried by the othel hmﬂ'@d
member, a detent pivoted to one membel
handle to the detent passing through aslot,
in the member to which it is pwoted to the
outside of the file, a spring controlling the
detent, a catch for the detent on the other
hinged member with which the catch engages
when the file is in its intermediate or inspec-
tion position and which without disconnec-
tions permits the file to move into 1ts fully-
closed position, a cover for the file compris-
ing side parts hinged to a back part having
a central longitudinal division, substantially
as described. |

5. Inaletterorsimilarfile, the combination
with twomembers hinged together, of thread-
ing - tubes carried by one hinged member,
threading-wires carried by the other hinged
member, a detent pivoted to one hinged mem-
ber, a handle for the detent paSSII]h‘ through
2 slot in the side of the member to which 113
is pivoted to the outside of the file, a spring
controlling the detent, a catch on the other
hinged member, with which the detent en-
oages when the file is in its intermediate or
inspection position and which without dis-
connection permits the members to move to
the fully-closed position, a cover for the file,
comprising a back part to which the hinged
members are connected, having a central lon-

gitudinal division and side parts hinged to

the back part, substantially as described.
6. Inaletterorsimilariile, the combination
with two members hinged together, of thread-

ing - tubes carried by one hinged member,
threading-wires carried by the other hinged

member, a detent pivoted to one hinged mem-
ber, a handle for the defent passing through
a slot in the side of the member to which it
is pivoted to the outside of the file, a spring

controlling the detent, a catech on the other

70

75

30

9‘3.

4 95

10O

105

ITO

115

120

125

130



- gages when the file is in its intermediate po-

mth:bwo members hinged together, of thread-
1ng -tubes carried by one hinged member, .

. 7’25,484

hlno'ed member mth Wthh the detenf en-

sition and which without disconnection per-

mits the file to move to its fully—elesed posi-
tion, a cover for the file, comprising a back |
_ pert having a central longitudinal division

and side pa,rts hinged to the back parts, and
means for detachably connecting the hmﬂ'ed
members to the beek pert, eubsta,nmally as

deseribed.

7. Ina letter or si mller file the eombma,tlen

o threading-wires carried by the other hinged

N 20

member, a detent pivoted to one hinged mem-
~_ ber, a spring controlling the deteut a catch
- for the detent on the other hinged member
- cover for the file, a back part to the cover,
 studs on the back. part, keyhole-slots in the
hinged membersengaging wnh thestuds, side
- parts hinged to the back part and a central
R :lenmtudmal division  in the baek pert eub
e -.stantmlly as deseribed. -

8. Inaletteror similar file, the eombmetlen

of two members hinged towebher of threading-
t ubes carried by one hing n'ed member thre_ad- |

o . ‘ing-wires carried by the other hin ged member
. a detent pivoted to one hmﬂ'ed member, a

handle to the detent passing through aslotin |
20 the hlnﬂ'ed member to the 011t31de of the ﬁle, |

] _'w1th two hinged members, of threading-tubes
i carried by one hinged member threading- -
wires. carried by the other hlnged member, a

detent pivoted to one hinged member, a

a sprmﬂ‘ controlhnﬂ' the detent a cateh for

the detent on the ether hmcred member, a

cover for the file, a back part to the cover, -

studs on the back part, keyhole-slots in the o
35

hinged members engaging with the studs,

side parts hinged to the back part, and acen- -

tral lenmtudmal division in 13he back pelt |

subsbanmelly as described.:

9. Inaletter or similar ﬁle the combmatlon_; o

spring controlling the detent, a cateh on the

other . hinged member for engaging with the

‘detent, a box-cover for the ﬁlejI the baek mem-

a | ber thereof being connected along one edge
to the bottom of the cover and along the =

other edge to the lid of the cover, having a
central lenwltudmal division eomelc‘ung with

the hinge in the file, and means for connect-

ing the ﬁle to the back part substa,ntm.lly as .

.descrlbed S o
In testimony Whereof I ha,ve mgned my

name to this specification in the presence ef

two subscrlbmo' w1tnesses -

W J RIOIIARDSON

Wltnesses -

- HaAaws WADE DS
IIARRY B BRID GE
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