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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM H. WELLS, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, haveinvented anewand useful Improve-
ment in Key-Opening Cans, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to unplovements in
key-opening cans.

Heretofore the bodies of key-openmﬂ' cans

have been provided with tearing -strips

marked off by paraliel weakened lines and
having projecting tongues at the side seam of
the can-bedy to start the winding of the tear-
ing-strip on'the key, the pro;jectmﬂ‘ tongues
being sometimes made in a separate piece

from the can-body and sometimes integral

withthecan-body. Inthislattercasea larger
blank is required for the can-body.

The object of my invention is to provide a
key-opening can of asimple, economical, effi-

cient, and durable construction ha,vmn‘ the
' by peral-: D

eustomew tearing-strip marked of

Jel weakened lines on its body and by means
of which the necessity for providing the body
with a projecting tongue may be obviated or
avolded and by which also a seamless can-
body may be prowded with a key- openmﬂ'_

tearing-strip.

My invention consists in the means I em-.
ploy to practically acecomplish thisimportant
- object or result—that is to say, it consists in

a key-opening can having a can-body pro-

vided with a tearing-strip marked off by par-

allel weakened lines, the tearing-strip having
an offset portion, preferably sunken or in the
form of a groove, extending across the same
adapting it to be severed by a sharp or chisel
pointed key, and thus form a beginning for
the winding of the tearing-strip about the
key.

It further consists in providing the tearing-
strip with two grooves or offsets extendmg
across it at an angle to each other, so that the

portion of the teermﬂ'-stmp between these an-

ole grooves or offsets when severed. by the
sherp or chisel pointed key will give the tear-
ing-strip a free or tongue-like portlen for be-
ginning its winding about the key.

le]l weakened lmes b2 b7,

——

| ha,vmﬂ* a kev -0} enmcr tee.rm strl ha,vul a,
8-

ﬂ'roeved or offset porblon for 1nse1t10n of a
chisel- -pointed key.

It further consists in a key-opening can

having a tearing-strip having a plurality of

| grooves or offsets for insertion of a sharp or
| chisel pointed key at different points of its

circumference, so that in case of failure to
properly start the winding at one groove or
offset portion the can may still be opened at
its other grooved or offset portion.

It urther consists in the novel econstruection
of parts and devices and in the novel combi-

nations of parts and devices herein shown or -

descrlbed
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In the accompanying. “drawings, formmu' a

_pert of this specification, Fluure 118 a sade
elevation of a key-opening seamless can em-
| hodymﬂ' myinvention.
line 2

Fig. 2 is a section on
Fig. 3 is a section on'line
TFig. 4 is a detail elevation

20wa 1.
3.3 of Fig. 1.

showing the can after the grooved or offset

ortion of its tearing-strip is severed by the
sharp or.chisel pointed key and the key in

-.__posmon for begmmng the winding, a,nd Fig.
5 is a detail view of the key.
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- In the drawings, A represents a key-open-- :

ing can having, preferably, a seamless body
B, integral with its head or bottom C, the

body B and head C being drawn up in one
piece out of a single sheet- metel blenk by

suitable dies.

- D is the cover of the ea,n the same belng
preferably secured to the can-body by a
double seam d, formed by interfolding the

seaming-flange b on the can-body Wlth the

%0

seammn'-ﬂa,nﬂ'e d' on the cover D, bhue ferm-._ |

ing & solderlees can.

The can-body B is provided near one end,
prefer ably its bottom end, with a key-open—
ing tearing-strip b/, marked off by the paral-
This tearing-strip

b is prowded with an offset portion b8, pref-

erably in the form of a narrow groove, ex- =
95

tending across, or partially across, it to en-

able a sharp or chisel pointed key, as I, to
be readily inserted through the body of the

9.0

can and the tearing - strlp severed at its

erooved or offset portion. Preferably the tear-

It further cenelsts in a seamless can-body 1nﬂ'-str1p is provided with two grooves or off- 100
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sets 0 b3,
ing each other, as will be readily understood
[rom IFigs. 1 and 4, so that when the tearing-
strip is punctured or severed at both these
angle grooves or offsets the tearing-strip will
have a free or tongue-like portion b* to facili-
tate the beginning of its winding about the
key. The key F has a sharp or chisel-like
point f and edge /', the edge being inclined
to further facilitate its insertion through the
arooved or offset portion of the tearing-strip.
The key is also provided with a slot f* to re-
ceive the tearing-strip or the free or tongue-
like portion 6* thereof in winding the tearing-
strip about the key.

To insure certainty in opening the can, I
preferto provide the seamless can-body B with
a plurality of angle grooves or offsets b2 b3 at
different points of the circumference of the
can, as illustrated in Fig. 2, where such
grooves or oiisets are located dla,metrwa,lly
oppos1te each other.

Although myinvention isspecially designed
and ad apted for use upon seamliess can-bodies,
1t may of course be used upon can-bodies
having the customary side seams.

In my invention, at the angle grooves b3 b3,

where the tearing- stup, is t0 be severed by ‘

insertion of a sharp or chisel pointed key, the
can-body has but a single thickness, thus en-
abling it to be thus severed.

I disclaim as not in my invention the con-
struction shown and described in the J. Zim-
merman patent, No. 486,522, of November 22,
1892, and in the L. C. Sharp patent, No.
716,163, of December 2,1902, in both of which
the cans are provided with projecting tongues
at the seams or joints thel eof.

I claim—

1. In a key-opening can, a can-body pro-

vided with a tearing-strip marked off by par- |

extending at an angle to and meet-.

725,384

| allel weakened lines, and having a tranhs-

versely-extending ofiset portion adapting it
to be severed by asharp or chisel pointed key
and thus form a beginning for the winding of
the tearing-strip about the key, substantially
as specified.

2. In a key-opening can, a can-body hav-
ing a tearing-strip plowded with two offsets
extending at an angle to each other, so that
the portion of the tearing-strip between these
angle offsets when severed will give the tear-
ing-strip a free or tongue-like portion for be-
cinning its winding about the key, substan-
tially as specified.

3. In a key-opening can a seamless can-
body provided with a key-opening tearing-
strip having a transversely-extending narrow
oroove across the same adapting it to be sev-
ered by the insertion of a sharp or chisel

pointed key to form a beginning for the wind-

ing of the tearing-strip about the key, sub-
stantially as specified.

4. A seamless can-body having a tearing-
strip provided with mneetirig offsets extenduw
at an angle to each other to oive the temmn‘-
strip a free portion for begmmnﬂ' the wind-

ing when sovered at such meeting anﬂle off-

sets, substantially as specified.

5. Akey-openingcanhavingatearing-strip
marked off by weakened lines and provided
with an offset for insertion of a sharp or chisel
pointed key, substantially as specified.

6. A key-opening can havingatearing-strip
provided with meeting grooves extending at
an angle to each other across the tearing-
strip, substantially as specified.

WILLIAM II. WELLS.

Witnhesses:
EDMUND ADCOCK

H. M. MUNDAY.
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