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OTIS HUGH STEWART, OF MIDDLEPORT, OHIO.

~ CABINET FOR SHEET-MUSIC.

SPECIFICATION formlng part of Letters Patent No. 725,170, dated April 14, 1903.

Appheatwn ﬁled El'a,nua,ry 50,1902, Sarml No, 81, 837

(Ho model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OTIS HUGH STEWART
a citizen of the United States, and a resident

of Middleport, in the county of Meigs and

State of Ohl{) ha,ve invented certain new and

Music; and I do declare the following to be a
clear, full and exact descrlptmnthereof atten-
tion bemﬂ‘ called to the accompanying draw-
ings, Wlth the reference - numerals marked
thereon, which form also a part of this spem—
ﬁea.tlon :
This invention relates to 1mprovements in
cabinets of the kind shown and described in

a patent issued to me on January 7,1902, and
“intended for use to store papers in form of

sheets and folios—Ilike sheet-musie, for in-
stance. The presentinvention contemplates
certain improvements and changes of con-
struction as against the device described in
this previous patent. In said device it was
the object to construct such a cabinet in a
manner to be of easy, convenient, and ready
access and at the same time be provided with

means to close the same securely to protect
its contents against dust, such closing to be
attained mthout using hmﬂ'ed or swinging

members like lids 01‘(1001‘8 thus avmdmff the
obstruction they would form by takmﬂ' up
space or becoming otherwise obgectmuable
while opened out. With this object in view
a sectional or flexible coverorsheet was used,

forming when closed a part of the mclosmo'

sides of the cabinet and supported in a man- |

ner to permit opening by means of a sliding
movement. The cabinet was, furthermore,

so arranged and constructed w1th the means

used as to be particularly fitted as to sizeand
shape for the intended purpose and to inclose
the designated articles in the most advanta-

geous, practlcal and economical manner, so
as to avoid all loss of space and undue in-

crease in size. |

'T'his present invention relates to improve-
ments and changes in the construction of the
means for supporting the sliding cover.

It further relates to new means for inter-
nally bracing such a cabinet, and it finally
relates to such details of construemon as are
incidentally due to the features first men-
tioned. |

In the following specification, and particu-

|

T 1&11}7 pmnted out in the claims following, is

found a full description of the invention, to-

gether with its manner of use, parts, and con-
-stmctmn which latter is also illustrated in
| the accompanying drawings, in which—

useful Impr ovements in Cabinets for Sheet-

Figure 1 is a front view of such a cabinet
partly open and portions broken away. Fig.2

1.1s a horizontal section of the cabinet between
its top and bottom. Fig. 3 is a vertical lon-

gitudinal section of it bebween itssides. Fig.

55

60_

4 is.an enlarged detail view showing a part |

-of the outer s1de of one of the sides near one

of the upper corners, it showing at the same
time a modified constmebmn Fig. 5 is an
enlarged sectional detail view of the preced-
ing figure, showing also a further modifica-
tlon

The cabinet Ponsmts, primarily, of two
sides 10 10, connected to each other by means
internally bracmﬂ the cabinet and which
means may also serve to support part or all
of the intended contents. These means may
be a shelf or bottom 11, upon which the con-
tents are piled or stacked up, or a number of
such shelves may be used, as shown at 11* in

Fig. 5, thus furnishing a possibility to ar-

range and assort the contents. Near the up-
righb rear edges of the sides they may be con-
nected by a vertically-disposed brace mem-

‘ber 12, which, particularly in the form shown

in F]‘TS 1 to 3 18 of advantage as providing
additional means to increase the stability of
the cabinet. As will be seen, there are no

‘permanently - connected front, top, or rear

sides to this cabinet, and such members are
all contained in a flexible cover formed by a

number of parallel-arranged strips or cleats

13, connected to each othel along their inner
lonwer edges by means of a,rtlcnlated joints.

| In: pla,ctwe this cover may be constructed by

providing asheet of belting or canvas 14, upon
which these strips are seeured The width
of the cover, or what is the equwalem the
length of the strips of which it is composed,

18 such as to enable them to reach fully over
the edges of the sides, and they carry projec-
tions 15 all of equal size, forming guide-pieces

| which oceupy and are fitted into grooves 16

in the outer surface of the sides near their
edges thereof and parallel thereto.

Asshown
| in Figs. 1 to 3, these grooves are in the edges
| of the sides, and in the forms shown in Figs. 4
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and 5 they are in the outside of the sides near
their edges.
that these grooves be undercut or of dove-
tailed shape, so that with guide-pieces 15 cor-
respondingly shaped the coverisheld in place.

In the second case (forms shown in' Figs..- 4
and 5) such is not necessary, since the guide-

pieces are disposed at an angle to the strips.
In this latter case should the guide-strips be
of sheet metal their ends may be bent around
the corners of the sides, and guide-pieces 15

secured accordingly. In case of wood angle--]

brackets 17 are used which are attached to
the ends of strips 13. Guide-pileces 15 may
be simply lugs, or they may be smaill rollers,
The grooves may be
metal-lined, or metal strips shaped accord-
ingly to further promote easy movement may
be used. It is now plain that ready access
to the interior of the cabinet may be had by
simply moving the cover in the direction of
the arrows, asshown in Fig. 3, thesamesliding
then by means of its guide-pieces 15 in grooves
16, the inner end of said cover advancing and
moving toward the front under bottom shelf
11. In this way those parts of the cover form-
ing, respectively, the front and back of the
cabinet are simply moved in planes and di-
rections parallel to the particular parts of the
outside of the cabinet and entirely within the
confines and limits of the same, so that at no
time the bulk or size of the same is increased
by projections caused by opened ordrawn-out
doorsorlids. The frontpartof thecoverforms
then the top of the cabinet and the back part
of the cover slides under the bottom thereof.
The amount of space for access may be in-
creased by continuing this movement, so that
also part of the top is moved rearward and
becomes open.

become necessary or desirable for any pur-
pose—as, forinstance, repairs, &e. Tofacili-
tate its manipulation, a handpiece 13 is pro-
vided in front. In order to permit the cover
to slide under bottom shelf 11, 1t becomes
necessary to provide space for such purpose,
which is done by raising the cabinet by means
of feet 19, attached to the outside of sides 11
and curved in a manner that they clear the
ends of strips 13, while they travel on the
under side and below the lower edges of the
sides. - They may come down straight or be
curved on their lower ends, either inwardly
or outwardly. 1 prefer to turn them in-
wardly to prevent as much as possible any
parts projecting beyond the body of the cabi-
net. They are preferably covered or cush-
ioned - by a soft substance like felt, for in-
stance, as shown at 21, to prevent them from
marring any polished surfaces in case the
cabinet is placed on such. Those on one side
may be connected with those on the other by
a brace 22, whereby they are more securely
held in position.

This requires, in the first case,-

—"'—ﬂ

The cover may be entirely |
drawn off in either direction, if such should

q

|

795,170

affording at the same time a certain degree
of flexibility and adjustment, the otherwise
equivalent shelves 11* could be dispensed
with and in their stead separating-sheets 23,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, substituted, hav-

ing at their front edges suitable accessible

tabs 24, indieating by letters of the alphabet
or otherwise the character of the contents
above the particular sheet. At their rear
edges these sheets are perforated or have per-

forated tabs 25, whereby they are strung on

upright rods 26,which, with their lower ends,
are set into bottom shelf 11 and are held by
their upper ends by braces 27, projecting
from the sides inwardly. Papers or music-
folios may now be classified according to title
or character and are then placed on top of
the particular separating-sheet, as indicated
by the tab thereon, they being kept separated
from the other papers by the other sheet
above 1t. |
In either case—that is, whether shelves or

equivalent sheets are used—the papers are
kept perfectly flat, and when the cover is in
a position where it forms and completes the
inclosure of the box the contents are also se-
curely protected against dust.

" Having desceribed my invention, I claim as
Nnew——

1. A eabinet for the purpose described, sub- -

stantially box-shaped, having two parallel
sides and a bottom shelf permanently con-
nected to each other, a combined front, top
and rear side in form of -a flexible cover
which completes the inclosure of the cabi-
net, the said cover being supported on the
sides in a manner to have a sliding movement
in a direction within its own plane whereby,
when that part of the flexible cover forming
the front of the cabinet is raised, the interior
of the cabinet is rendered accessible, and
legs to raise the cabinet sufficiently to per-
mit that part of the cover forming the back
of the cabinet to pass under the same, sald
legs connected to the outside of the sides so

I as to permit also the cover to pass between

them, while traveling on the under side and
below the lower edges of the sides.

2. A cabinet for the purpose described, sub-
stantially box-shaped and having two parallel
sides permanently connected to each other, a
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flexible cover, forming part of the balanceof

the inclosing sides, the same belng fitted
against the edges of the parallel sides men-

tioned, grooves in the outer surfaces of these

sides and guide-pieces projecting from the
cover thereinto, thus holding the latter on
the cabinet, access to the interior of this lat-
ter being had by sliding the cover out of a

| position in which it completed the inclosure

of the cabinet.

3. Acabinet for the purpose deseribed, sub-
stantially box-shaped and having two parallel
sides permanently connected to each other, a
flexible cover, forming part of the balance of

Where a more elaborate or extended sys- | the inclosing sides, the same being fitted
tem of assortment of the contents is desired, | against the edges of the parallel sides men-
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tioned, grooves in the outer surfaces of these

sides, guide-pieces projecting from the cover
into these grooves, thus holding the cover to
the cabinet, but leaving it free to slide in a
direction within its own plane so that when
the front edge of the coveris raised, the in-

terior of the cabinet is rendered accessible

and legs connected to the outside of the sides
to raise the cabinet sufﬁelenbly to permit the
part of the cover dtsplaced in front to pass
under the cabinet.

4. A cabinet for the purpose desembed sub-
stantially box-shaped and having two parallel
sides permanently connected to each other, a
flexible cover forming part of the balance of
the inclosing sides, the same being fitted

3

against the edges of the parallel sides men-
tioned, grooves in the outer surfaces of these
sides, guide-pieces projecting from the cover
thereinto, thus holding the latter on the
cabinet, access to the 1nter101 of this latter

being had by sliding the cover out of a posi-

20

tion where it completes the inclosure of the

cabinet and means to support papers, ar-

ranged to divide the cabinet horizontally be-

tween its sides.
In testimony whereof I hereunto set my sw—
nature in the presence of two witnesses.
| OTIS HUGH STEWART.
Witnesses: |
T. GUY STEWART,
RiIcHARD HORDEN.
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