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Lo all whom @t may concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN L. SOMMER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Button - Hooks; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exactdescription of theinvention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

The object of this invention is to enable a
folding or clasping button-hook to be sus-

pended from a key-ring or the like, to sim- |

plify the construction of the means by which
sald result is accomplished, and to secure
other advantages and results, some of which
may be referred to hereinafter in connection
with the description of the working parts.
Theinvention consists in the improved but-
ton-hook and in the arrangements and com-
binations of parts of the same, all substan-
tlally as. will be hereinafter set forth and

finally embraced in the clauses of the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in each of the several fig-
ures, Figure 1 is a side elevation of my im-
proved hook partly open. Fig. 2 is a sec-
tional view of the same closed, and Figs. 3

~and 4 are opposite edge views of the device.
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In said drawings, o indicates a case-like

handle, preferably formed of sheet metal dou- |

bled to form a receptacle in which the shank
b, having the hook ¢, is pivoted. A suitable
spring d serves to hold the hooked shank in
either 1ts open position, (shown in outline in
Fig. 1,) in which it is adapted for service in

buttoning, or in its closed position of Fig. 2,

in which itis adapted to be attached to a key-
ring or similar device. Said spring d may be
bent as shown in Fig. 2 and at a point away
from where the button-hook is hinged to the
handle passes through a hole m in the case.
Thus it is held in place at one end in opera-
tive relation to the case, the opposite end be-
ing free to bear against the angular hinged
end of the button-hook to hold the latter in
its elasped relation to the handle or in its
open position assumed when in use. The

| above-described arrangement of the spring,

however, is not in itself deemed to be a fea-

| ture of novelty in my invention, and I de-

| sire to employ, if advisable, any of the usual

T -, il i il p——

arrangements of springs common in clasping
devices. _ |

To provide a simple and effective means
of attachment to the key-ring, I have formed
notches or recesses fin the end of the han-
dle or case opposite that having the pivot e,
on which the shank 6 works. Said recesses
ornotchesopen outward toward the extremity
of the handle. Said notches are formed in
each side plate or flange ¢ of the handle and
coincide in side elevation one with the other
and when the hooked shank is closed with
the aperture or recess ¢', formed by the con-
cavity of the hook. | "

The convex or outer side of the hook ¢ con-
forms in curvature, more or less closely, with
the end of the handle or case, so as to givea

neat finish to the closed device and provide

agalnst its cateching upon otherarticles in the
pocket.

When the shank is clasped or closed with-
in the handle, the hook and recessed end of
the handle form a closed eye 4, in which a
ring or link may be secured, the hook being
turned on the shank so as to pass across and
close the openings of the recesses, thus en-
abling the said device to be easily attached
upon a key-ring or chain to prevent mis-
placement or loss, as will be understood.

By unclasping the free end of the hooked
shank the closed eye /1 is at oneceopened, and
thus the key ring or link locked in said eye
is at once released, and the handled button-
hook is free and clear of obstructions, and
thus is eonvenient for service and the but-
ton-hooking operations cannot be interfered

‘with nor retarded because of dangling con-

nections. Therecess finthe end of thehan-
dle, furthermore, serves as a receptacle for
the key ring or link preliminary to locking
the button-hook thereto, enabling the user

to place the said key-ring in proper and ex-

act position to be locked before -the hook c

18 closed over the recess or opening in the
handle.
I am aware that various changes may be

made in the construction of the device with-

out departing from the spirit or scope of the
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invention, and I do not wish to be under- |ing recessed at the ends opposite those hav-

stood to be limited by the specific descriptive
terms employed in the above description ex-
cepting as the prior state of the art may re-
quire.

- Having thus described the
I claim as new 18—

1. The improved button-hook herein de-
scribed, comprising a handle having a re-
cossed extremity and a pivoted and hooked
shank, the hook of which is adapted to form
an eye with the recessed handle, bubstan-
tially as set forth.

2. The improved button-hook herein de-
scribed, comprising a sheet-metal handle dou-
bled to form flanges between which the

invention, what l

hooked shank is pivoted, the said flanges be- |

ing the pivot for the shank, and the hook of
the said shank being adapted to close the re-
cess to form aneye for the reception of a key-
ring or the like device.
3. The combination with a handle or case
recessed at one end, of a hooked shank adapt-
ed to close with said recessed handle, the

| hook of said shank crossing the recess-of the

handle, substantially as set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 11th day of

August, 1902.
JOHN L. SOMMER.
Witnesses:
CHARLES . PELL,
RUSSELL M. KEVERETT.
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