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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

RUTHERFORD W. JENNINGS,

OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

CALL-SERVICE FOR RESTAURANTS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 724,874, dated April 7,1903.
~_ Application filed October 30, 1902. Serial No.129,472. (No model.) |

7o all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, RUTHERFORD W. JEN-
NINGS, a citizen of the United States, residing
in Phlladelphla, Pennsylvania, have 1nvented
certain Improvements in Call-Services for
Restaurants, of whleh thefollowing is a speci-
ﬁeatlon

My invention relates to certain improve-

ments in call-services for restaurants or other |

places where it is desired to communicate a
number of orders from one point to another.
The object of niy invention is to so connect

the dining-room with the kitchen by means |

which _wﬂl dispense with verbal communica-
tions and to providea positive ordering means
which will remain in the kitchen until the

order is served.

My invention is especially applicable for
service in what are known as ‘““light-lunch?”

cafés, although it will be understood that the

invention 1s applicable for use in dining-
rooms of restaurants and hotels and may be
used in many places where it is desired to
order a numbertr of articles stored or prepared

in one part of a building and delwered to an- |

other DaJI'u

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 18 |

a diagram perspective view 111ustra,t1nn* my

invention in connection with the counter of._

a light-lunch café and kitchen. Fig. 2is
plan view 'of a portion of a café, showing e
number of counters.
of the kitehen, which in the presentinstance
is directly under the café; and Fig. 4 isa view
of one of the indicating- bells used in carrying
out my invention.

R, B, G, and Y are the four counters, in
the presenb instance of a light-lunch café.
These counters are on one floor, and the
kitchen in the present instance is on the fioor
directly below the café.

r, b, g, and y are the four dumb- waiters
leedmg from their respective counters to ta-
bles R, B, G, and Y' in the kitchen. The
dumb- watere can be of any type desired, be-

ing sufficiently large to accommodate one or

two orders, as the space is usually eramped,
and therefore the dumb-waiter should be as
compact as possible.

A is a desk, preferably arranged at the cen-
ter of the kitchen, and this desk should be
elevated, so that the person sitting at the

Fig. 3 is a plan view

- | desk can oversee the entire kitchen, and es-

pecially the serving-tables and the tables atb
the dumb-waiters.

D is the serving-table, and there are as
many com pertments in this table as there are
dumb-waiters. In the presentinstance there
are four dumb-waiters, and therefore the
serving-table is divided into four divisions 7
b’ g"y'. The top of the desk A isslightly in-
clined, and at the center of the desk is a chan-

| nel a, a,nd on eeeh side of the cha,nnel are

compartments a'.

E is a central receiving-tube, having an
outlet-opening e in line-with the ehannel a.
From thiscentral receiving-tube extend tubes
7% b* g* 4° to a point at their respective coun-
ters R B G Y near the dumb-waiters.
tubes at their upper ends preferably have
funnel-shaped mouths, as indicated in the

~drawings, and may be made of solid tubing
~or of wire-gauze bent to shapeor may be made
of a series of rods, so as to expose the balls.

At each counter are receptacles for the
‘balls, in the present instance in the form of
trays C, divided into a series of compart-

‘ments ¢, the number of compartments de-
pending altogether upon the number of dishes

served in the café. The balls I (shown clearly

‘in Fig. 4) are placed in the trays, and these

balls are numbered, and the compartments

-are also preferably numbered from “1,” say,
to ¢¢20,” and each ball has a certain number
-;marked thereon from ‘“1” to ¢ 20.”

There
may be as many balls of the same number
in the single tray as desired, and some com-
pertments may have more bells than others,
according to the popularity of the dishes

‘served.

The serving-table D, as before remarked 13
divided off into four compartmente ' b g' vy,
and at one side of each compartment are
channels 7° 6° ¢° 4%, and conneetfing the desk

A with these channels above described of the

serving -table D are tubes r* 0! ¢g* 4% The

The
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tubes are of such a size that they will readily

| accommodate the balls I, so that the balls

can travel by gravity in the present instance
from the counter in the café to the desk A and
from the desk to the serving-table.

I preferably indicate the several balls be-
longing to certain counters by color, and I

find that the simplest method is to have the
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balls all of the same color and indicate the | partment 2’
tables by different colors of ﬁﬂ'mes
stanee, the counter R is indicated by red.
nu mbers;-on the balls, the counter B is indi-
-cated by blue numbers on the balls, the coun-
H{er G is-indicated by :green numbers on the
. “balls, and the ecounter Y is indicated by yel-
i lownumbers on the balls, and so on, accord-
. .1ng to the number of counters in the café..
. These colors ‘may for convenience be indi-
.. i cated on the serving:-table D in any suitable
.. mannerand onthedifferent tables with which
. thedumb-waiters communicate,and the tubes |

~ leading from the desk to the servmfr-tdble'

o may also have i1ndicating-mar ks of the eolor;
EEEE of the numbers on the balls RS |
. The operation of: the svstem of the call |
R :SQI vice is as follows: At the beginning of the
dining-hour the balls of a certain 00101 are.
5mlanwed 1n:the trays C:of their respective
counters, and the balls are in the compart-
‘ments in the trays aceording to the number.
"There is an attendant statmned at each coun-
ter, and there is a director stationed at the
desk A in the kitchen.

more tables for a certain number of articles

o Nnecessary ﬂrltiﬂleS
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.. and'having a number of attendants,who must
-see that these ;tables are supplied with the
Certain numbers on the
balls indicate cer t&,m articles that must be-
. -served direet from the range, others,; such as
. sandwiches, areserved from aaandwmh%able e
- and others from other t tables, according to the

~ bill of fare of the café..

‘ant at each one of the tables R' B’ ¢’ Y', with

which the dumb-waiters eommumcate and
i1t 1s the duty of these attendants to see that
the orders for their respective counters above
are filled and placed upon the dumb-waiter.

Consequently the attendants at these tables
must watch their respective compartments of
the serving-table D, and as soon as anything
18 pla,eed in their compaltments by any of
the serving people—for instance, from the
range, sandwmh counter, pie or pudding
counter—they must im medmbely take it and
place 1t upon the dumb-waiter, to be carried
to the counter. Simultaneousl'y with the
placing of the particular article on the section
of the serving-table the director places the
red ball, for mstanee in the red tube 7%, and
it is conveyed to the ehanne]q 73 of the serv-
ing-table, so that, for instance, if a roast-beef
sandwich were beintr served fm the counter
R and aroast- heefsandwmh wereindicated by
thenumeral *“3” then a ball with the red ¢“3”
would beselected and passed through the tube
r* into the channel g of the desk A The di-
rector would call out a roast-beef sandwich
for red, and the attendant at the sandwich-
counter would see that this Oldel was filled
and placed on the section ' of the serving-
table D, and as s001 as this order was pla,ced
on the section r" of the serving-table the di-
rector would take the ball wu;h the red ¢ 3"

and slip it into the tube 7%, and the ball would

Forin-

There are one or

- There i3 an attend-;

724,874

of the serving -table.

“I'he several counters may for convenience
be connected tothe desk A by means of speak—' RS
ing-tubes, if desired, or these tubes maycom-
municate with the table at the dumb- -waiters,
80 that special orders for dishes, napkins, or

other stock can be communicated without
unnecessary calling in the café proper.

The at-: =
tendant at the table R at the base of the .
dumb-waiter would then see that there was
an orderon the section ' of the serving-table
D and would immediately take this orderwith
the ball having the red *“3” marked there- =
on, place both on thedumb-waiter and trans- -
fer both the order and the indicating-ball to
the counter-above.

7.5 B

8

The above- descnbed system is used where. B

I claim as my invention— = -

zthe kitchen'is below the café, and the tubes =
are so ananged that the balls will travel by:
'gravity. . A suction pump or fan may be at-
tached to the central receiving-tube X in the _.
manner common to pneumatic transferappa-
ratus to increase the speed of the balls when o
they travel a long distance on a very slight
incline, and where the kitchen is onia line:
with or above the café thena quctwn or other. N
5pneumamc system is. essential. i N
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1. Thecombination in a call-service for reg-

.ftaurants of a counter ortable in the dining- 10
roomt, a call-desk in the kitchen, a tube lead-:
ing f10m the counter or table 111 the dlnmn'-

room to the call-desk in the kitchen, a series
of balls inidecating different articles of food
and constructed to travel through the tube
from the counter or table to the call-desk, a
serving-table in the kitchen and a branch
tube forming communication between the
call-desk and the serving-table, substantially
as desm 1bed.

. The combination in a call-service for res-
taurants of a counter or table in the dining-
room, & call desk in the kitchen, a serving-

‘table in the kitchen, a tray at the counter or

table havinga series of compartmentstherein,

a, series of balls in said compartments, each
ball having an indicating-mark and arranged
in order on the tray, a tube leading from the
counter or table in the dining-room to the
call-desk in the kitchen, a serving-table and
a tube leading from the call-desk to the serv-
ing-table, a channel at the desk, a channel at
the sewmn* table so that an order can be
given by 111861131[10‘ a ball with certain indi-
catinﬂ"—mmks in Lhe tube at the counter or
table, allowing it to travel through the tube
to the serving - desk so that the attendant at
the servin fr-desk can call the order and place
the ball in the tube leading to the serving-

table, substantially as descrlbed
- d. Thecombination in a call-service for res- -

taarants, of a plurality of counters in the

‘dining - room, a central calling - desk in the

roll into the echannel 72 on one side of the com- | kltohen tubes from the seveml counters, a
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'T'he order would be im-" "+~
mediatelytaken by the attendant and served,:
while the ball would be placed in the thud-i REREEEE
row of the tray for future use. o
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main tube connected to the other tubes and | each counter, each series of balls being num-
having an outlet at the ealling-desk, a series | bered consecutively and each set of balls
of balls for each counter, a servmn'-ta,ble, and | having a different color indicating the par-
a series of branch tubes extending from the | ticular serving-station, so that an order can 2o
5 calling-desk to the serving- table substan- | ‘be given from any one of the stations to the
tially as deseribed. kitchen by simply dropping a ball with a
4. The combinationin a call-service for res- | certain number thereon in the tube, substan-
taurants, of two or more servmg-statlons, a’'| tilally as desecribed.
call- desk a tube extending from the serving- In testimony whereof I h:ewe signed my 52
10 station in the dmmgr-room to the call-desk in | name to this specification in the presence of
the kitchen, a serving-table in the kitchen | two subseribing witnesses.

communicating with the call-desk through a - .
series of tubes, said serving-table being di- RUTHERFORD W. JENNINGS,

vided into compartments according to the | Witnesses:
15 number of serving-stations in the dining- WILL. A. BARR,
room, with an independent set of balls for F. E. BECHTOLD.
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