PATENTED APR. 7, 1903.

No. 724,839,

J. 0. FLEECE,
SEAL FOR ENVELOPS, PACKAGES, OR THE LIKE.

.‘..'-..l..l-...'...l-..."f”‘r‘n’f’!”’t’"""’.'r.l.'-.'-.'-_._’. Sy e Tm, W i - e Y - . e i " " T e e P e . S ", Wi " e, S ", e, e e, Ve e S V. "V, e "W e e, e, e e, e, e " e, " e, M l.’.'.-l_.l._f.r "

Jlltﬁwi

Gasae Tl 8 e ..
i F o .
Hﬁﬁdwl#;i#fﬁi’,fr”;i ey, Ty .ll T e [ .l....llr...l_l..l'. e .lr.fi’#ﬁflﬁifl’ﬁu’rfaﬁf;!ffffﬁfff;"ufﬂlr#,‘ ¥
I H T W " T e e T T i e i e T ey, T, i T e T
T Vi, W e, e, Ve, W, W, .-l.. o — |.lr..-_l- B i e, Wi, " g, N T T T, e, T, e, T, Ty, T i, .__l

e . T e W P T L Y L W ek, ke ‘e "W, ey Y. W W e Sebef T e ke ey g T by T Y T T T T L T T T R TR R m m R o
.‘.‘.\\‘1“-\““‘.‘..\. B AT A e A AR S 3

) _ o R .4 A

J d /%67 L. &, Intesfor.

APPLIOATION FILED JUNE 27, 1902,

. - e P L ST R TR R — r T 'F y ) .
T T, W Nem, Tem T vem vem sl e T TEEL. EE. T CEE UL, . TEle W . W e S epl e i T W TEEL T e e e gy ..Ill.'_...ll. ..lllr.l.ll_..l-l-lll_l-.lll.-l. ._I-.ll-.l.-...lIT.ll.-..-ll..JIl.lII__..ll..l.-l.,_.l-lll_..-.._lr.-_l-..l'l...'l.FF'FJIF}II!’I‘I"I"I”"'_'....ll.-....!r. -
..... - )
[ ] .1...1 ._l. - l_.t.. 1
€ _ )
’. W " L \.......‘..-......‘...-.. EERER  — T - g g e g e
T e e e T T e e T v e ey, T, e, TE TUHR, T T TR, TEE T, ey, TS, W hm e T E o . ey, Wy, lEe, e, TE o Ty T, Ve, W - ril'.‘lfljff"lrr'!ji’.‘-rfrflr._-__ll...l...llrll_l..llr.___r.l'_. F) -
" S ISR AR A S i A e A AR A S A - « uinl N A Ay A A A A it - A A i i A A S it P A A S A S A A S A A A M.
..r..-.. i e ™ b .- b b T TR Ee TEg, W ER. e THae T T T e, e Ve U W T, TN, TS Sl e " T See Wi, W, T T, S TS, T, S S S TN, Sy W o gy, B -
e ™ ik Pl S

NC MODEL,
T
"’—/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
f/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
!
5
!

IHdifge;sée's |

@Aﬁmi!lyzgs.

e 00, O T TR ]

-, R
=




IO

it absolutely impossible to obtain access to
the contents of a package sealed theremw
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UNITED STATES
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(No model.)

To wll whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JAMES ORSON FLEECE,

a citizen of the Umted States, residing at |

Wildwood, in the county of Sumter and Sl:a,te
of Florlda have invented a new and useful

Seal for Envel()ps, Packages, or the Like, of

which the following is a specification.

Thisinvention relates to improved seals for
envelops, packages, and the like whereby-

the same may be fastened quickly and se-
curely without the use of mucilage or cement
of any kind and in such a manner as to make

without leauvmfr evidence thereof.

My invention comprises two members

which are to be secured, respectively, to the
body of an envelop and to the flap thereof
or to corresponding parts of a package to

which the device may be applied and which.

are adapted to be engaged with each other
and connected in such a manner that they

may not be separated for the purpose of re-

moving-the contents of sueh envelop or pack-._
age.

The invention consists in the improved con-

struction of the said seal members, which will:

be hereinafter fully described, and partlcu-
larly pointed out in the claims.,
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is

a plan view of an envelop with its ﬂdp OX-
tended, showing the membersof my improved |

seal applied thereto, a portion of the envelop
having been broken away to show the seal
member attached to the envelop-body. Fig.

2 is a sectional view, on a larger scale, of an

envelop having my improved seal applied
therefo and showing the same ready to be fas-
teued Fig. 8 1s a sectional view similar to
Fig. 2, but showmw the seal fastened. Figs.
4 and 5 are enlarwed plan views showing the
members of my seal as they appear when
stamped from sheet metal and ready to be

shaped and applied to an envelop or package.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are indicated by like characters of reference.
My improved seal is composed of two mem-
bers, which may be designated the ‘‘seal”
member 1 and the ‘‘lock” member 2, each

so being stamped from thin sheet metal and of

any size and shape that may be desired.
The seal member 1 is provided around its

l edge with spuars 3 by bendmﬂ' whleh at right

ancrles they may be inserted thr ough the ma-
terla,l of the envelop or package to Whlch the
sealisapplied and secured by folding or bend-
ing them, as shown in Fig. 1 of thedrawings.

4. represenbs a stem secured about eentrally
to the body of the seal in any suitable man-
nerand having a head 5, the outer surface of
which is rounded, as will most plainly ap-
pear in Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings, so as
to permit it to readily engage the lock mem-
ber. The under side of the head 5 isformed
with abrupt shoulders, as will be seen best at
7 in Fig. 2 of the drawings, so as to hold it
secur ely in engagement w1th the lock mem-

‘ber, as will be presently more fully described.

The lock member of my improved seal 1s
composed of a body portion 8, preferably of

about the same shape or general outline as
“the seal member 1, although 1t may be some-
what smaller,

The body 8 is provided with
spurs 9, whereby it may be secured to that
portion of the body of an envelop against
which the flap is folded in such-a position as
to.be engaged by the seal member when the
said flap is folded, or it may be secured to
some cmrespondm portion of a package to
which thesealistobeapplied. Theseal mem-
ber is provided with laterally-extending arms
10 10 on diametrically opposite sides thereof,

and the ends of said arms are of increased

width and provided with eurved recesses, as
shown at 11, adapted to engage opposite sides
of the stem of the seal member, under the

| head thereof, when the armns 10 are bent, as

shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, so as
to locate the ends of said arms adjacent to op-
posite sides of a perforation 12, formed about
centrally in the body of the seal member and
of such a size as to admit of the ready pas-
sage therethrough of the head 5 of the stem 4
of the seal member. It will be particularly

{ noticed that when the arms 10 are bent, asin

Figs. 1 and 2, parts of the outer ends of said
arms are elevated from the body 8 of the lock
member, so that by depressing the said ele-
vated parts the recessed extremities thereof
will be forced in an inward direction toward

each other and beyond the edge of the cen-

tral opening 12.
From the foregoing description and by ref-
erence to the drawmws hereto annexed the
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operation of my invention will be readily un-
derstood. The members of the seal having
been secured to the body and the flap of an
envelop, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, when the
flap is folded the headed stem of the seal
member will readily pass through the central

~ perforation in the lock member, the material

10

15

20

30

35

40

15

50

of which the envelop is constructed being
perforated, as at 15, said perforation alining
with the central perforation 12 in the lock
member. When the headed stem has been
thusinserted, pressureis brought to bear upon
the bent parts of the arms 10, thus forcing the
latter downward and inward under the head
o of the stemn 4, which latter will be embraced
by the recessed euds of said arm, the extremi-
ties of the latter being disposed contiguous
to the shouldered under side of the head 5.
Thecompression of thearms 10 may be readily
effected by simply exerting pressure upon op-
posite sides of the envelop by the thumbs and
fingers, when the bent ends of said arms will
be readily and naturally guided into place by
the widened ends of said arms sliding along
the surface of the body of the lock member.
When the arm members 10 have been thus
compressed, as shown in Fig. 3 of the draw-
ings, it will be seen that they are absolutely
inaccessible except by tearing the cover of
the envelop or otherwise so injuring the parts
of the device as to leave positive evidence of
its having been tampered with.

My improved sealing device, as will be |

seen from the foregoing, is extremely simple
in its construction and may be easily applied
to the purposes for which it has been devised.
Its appearance is neat and in no wise objec-
tionable, the only part showing on the out-
side of the envelop being the under surface
of the seal member 1. This when desired
may be stamped, embossed, or otherwise or-
namented, or numbers corresponding with
numbers printed orinscribed upon the pack-
age or envelop or indicating devices of any

desired nature may be located upon the said

exposed under surface of the seal.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—

1. In a device of the class described, a per-
forated lock memberhaving arms bent upon,

|
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and lying at a distance from, the face of said
lock member, the extremities of said arms be-
ing further bent to a position contiguous to
the face of said lock member and adjacentto
the edge of the perforation therein, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. Ina device of the class deseribed, a lock
member having a perforated body and arms

535

provided with curved recesses at their outer 6o

extremities, said arms being so bentor curved
as to locate their extremities contiguous to
the face of said body and adjacent to the per-
foration therein, substantially as set forth.

5. In a device of the class deseribed, a lock
member having a perforated body and arms
extending. from the edge of said body and
provided with widened outer ends having
curved recesses, said arms being so bent as
to locate their recessed extremities contigu-
ous to the face of said body and adjacent to
the perforation therein, substantially as set
forth.

4. A sealing device comprising a seal mem-
ber having a headed stud and a locking mem-
ber having a central perforation and oppo-
sitely-disposed curved arms, recessed at their
outer ends, the recessed ends of said arms
being disposed contiguous to the face of the
body of the lock memberand adjacent to the
edge of the perforation therein, substantially
as set forth. | |

5. In a device of the class described, a lock
member having a perforation and provided
with curved arms having widened ends with
curved recesses formed therein, the said
widened ends of said arms being disposed to
slide against, and be guided by, the face of
sald lock member, in combination with a seal
member having a headed stud adapted to en-
gage the perforation in said lock member and
to receive, under the head of said stud, the
recessed ends of the arms of the lock mem-
ber, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have heretoaffixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES ORSON FLEECE.

Witnesses:
J. 1. DAVIS,
J. A. BARWICK.
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