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To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM E. BROWN, ot
Los Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and

State of California, haveinvented certain new -

5 and useful Improvements in Bottle-Crates;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the inven-

t10n such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
10 the same.

This invention relates to that class of bot,-' |

tle-crates having a convertible portion de-

signed to serve as a cover during shipment

and as a pedestal to facilitate empbymo‘ the
15 receptacle.

The invention will be hereinafter fully set
forth, and partlcularly pointed out in the
clalms

In the aeeompanymn‘ drawings, qure 11is

20 & vertical longitudinal sectlonal view show-
ing the cover locked on the crate. Fig. 2 is
) SImllar view with the cover used as a ped-
estal. - Fig. 3 shows the locking members.

In an application for 'patent,_ Serial No.

25 112,524, filed June 20, 1902, I have shown and
described a bottle-crate and convertible cover,
the latter having spring-actuated pins on its

arms or cleats and the body portion of the [

crate provided with runways having recesses
3o at either end designed to accommodate such
pins. Bymypresentinvention lcontemplate
improving upon the means for securing the
parts and locking them in proper rela,twn to
each other. |

Referring to the drawings, 1 des_agnateq
crate havmﬂ' a bottom 2, corner-posts 3, and
side bars 4, such posts terminating at their
upper ends a short distance below the plane
of the upper side bars.

5 is the convertible hood-section. (Shown
in Fig. 1 as the cover for the crate and in Fig.
2 as a pedestal therefor.) Its posts 6extend
beyond the side bars 7, so as to fit within the
corners of the crate, against the upper ends
of the posts thereof, thus securing the hood
as against lateral displacement.

To opposite sides of the crate are secured
vertical plates 8, formed each with a longitu-
dinal slot 9, terminating at its ends in an en-
go larged circular hole 10. To the sides of the
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! hood or cover corresponding to those of the

plate on which plates 8 are located are se-
cured arms or cleats 12, each having a pin 13
extending laterally therefrom. These pins
are circular in cross-section and their bodies 55
14 are of diameter corresponding to holes 10.
Between the bodies 14 and the outer end
heads 15 each pin is formed with a neck 16
of reduced diameter to accommodate the pins
to the slots 9. *

Those portions of the side bars of the hood
over which the guide-plates extend are cut
out to accommodate the heads of the pivot-
pins and allow of the raising and lowering of
the hood, the cut-outs bemﬂ' to a depth equal 65
to the lenwth of the pins beyond plates 8.
The arms or cleats 12 are normally perpen-
dicular and about flush with the crate, but
are designed to permit of a slight spring ac-
tion, so t,hey may be pulled 011twa,rd and away 7o
from the crate. Thus the pins 13,'while nor-
mally in the planes of the pla,t.es 8, and in
consequence when in alinement Wlbh holes
10 their bodies 14 are seated within the latter,
may by a slight outward force applied.to the 75
cleats cause the necks 16 to be brought in
line with the slots, when the hood may be
moved up or down until the pins and the
ends of the slots are coincident, ‘whereupon
the cleats, which have been held dlstended by 8o
enﬂ‘agement of the outer ends of the bodies
14 with the plates, WIH sSpring mwardly into
holes 10.

When the hood serves as a pedebtal the

6o

a | bodies 14 of the pins permit a free rocking 85

of the crate thereon without danger of;_dis--
placement.

In practice the convertible sectlon serving
as either a hood or pedesta,l the operator, in
order to change its office, grasps the cleats go
and pushes Lhem outwa.rd from the crate suf-
ficiently to permit thereduced portions of the
pins to aline with the slots and after moving
the hood through a half-revolution until it is
above or beneath the crate, as the case may 935
be, allows a relative movement between the
pins and the slotted plates until the pins and
the holes opposite to those in which they were
prewously seated arein alinement, when the
spring action of the cleats will cause the pins 1cc
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to snap into the holes, securely locking the
parts together, the cleats being free to so
move inward once the shouldered portions of
the pins are free of engagement with the
plates. - -

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination with the crate, of the
convertible hood therefor, opposite plates se-
cured to the ecrate having vertical slots or run-
ways and enlarged seats at the ends thereof,
locking means carried by the hood, compris-
ing pins designed to fitin said seats and hav-
ing reduced portions to accommodate the pins
to said slots, said pins being capable of being
moved outward to permit said redueed por-
tion to aline with said slots, for the purpose
stated.

2. The combination with the crate, of the
convertible hood therefor, plates secured to
opposite sides of the crate having vertical
slots or runways enlarged at their ends, pins
carried bythe hood having theirbodiesformed
to correspond with such enlarged ends and
also having reduced portions at the ends of
such bodies designed toconform to said slots,
sald pins being moved outward to permit such
reduced portions to aline with said slots, for
the purpose stated. |
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| 3. The combination with the crate having
opposite plates formed with vertical slots en-
| larged at their ends, of the convertible hood
| having pins formed with reduced portions
and headsor flanges on said reduced portions,
.said pins designed to be seated in the en-
larged ends of the slots and normally in the
planes of said plates but capable of being

| moved outward, for the purpose stated, said

heads limiting such outward movement.

4. The combination with the crate having
| opposite plates formed with vertical slotster-
| minating at their ends in enlarged holes, of
the convertible hood, cleats secured thereto
| and pins extending inwardly from the free
 ends of such cleats, such pins having bodies
i conforming to said holes and reduced necks
conforming to said slots, and headslocated on
the sides of the plates away from the cleats,
as set forth. _

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
Ing witnesses.

WILLIAM E. BROWN.

Witnesses:
CHAS. B. WARREN,
K. WINSTANLEY.
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