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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, HENRY VAN ALTENA

borough of Brooklyn, New York city, State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvemente in'a Combined Game-

Board and Man or Game-Piece Receptacle, of
which the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a

receptacle for use in playing chess, checkers,

&e., of an extremely simple and cheap form
of eonstructlon so made that the same may

and that while in such folded form it will con-
stitute a closed receptacle for the reception
of the men or other movable plecee used in
the game. |

To such ends mymventmn eonmsts in sub-

stance, of a board formed of a single sheet lon-

gitudinally scored or of a plurality of strips
of stiff card or other board cemented or other-
wise firmly secured to a backing of flexible
material, such as cloth; so that the strips will
be hin O‘ed together at the scores or at the point
of eepa.ratlen the bounding-strips on two of -
the opposite sides being narrower than the
central strips and formmﬂ' an ornamental

space or border for the eentral portion, on
which is formed the game-field design, a like |
border being formed on the ends ef all the

strips, so that the squares or_other working
markings of the board are inclosed Wlbhm
the border so formed, cords or tapes woven
through the narrow berder-stnps and over
and under the ends of all the strips, so as to
bind the same together without disturbing
the flexibility of the device, end caps or cov-
ers, usually of pentagonic form, adapted to
fit over the ends of the hollow prism formed

by the foided board, so as to form a closed |

receptacle for the men or pieces used in the
game, and means for securing such ceps or

covers in such position. |
Said invention is fully shown and descmbed

in the following speelﬁeetlon of which the
accompanying drawings form a part, wherein
similar numerals of reference designate like

or equivalent parts wherever found through-

out the several views, and in which—
Figure 1 is a view in perspective. of my im-

k

-
| be used for many games, I have shown in

15 limit myself to such form of markm
in fact to the exact eonstruction ehewn a,nd

Fig. 2 is an end view
thereof as the same appears when one of the
end caps has been removed, the men or game-
pieces being shown therein.
plan view of the board as the same appears
when unfolded for use; and Fig. 4 is an end

view, on an enlarged scale, of the lower left-

| hand corner of Fig. 3, taken in section on
combined game-board and man or game-piece

| cle as- the same appears when in the folded
, | and closed position.
a citizen of the United States, residing in the

55

Fig. 3 is a top.

6o

the line z  and 100kmg in the direction of -

the arrow.
W hilesuch game- boa,rd and receptacle may

said drawings the board of the common form
scribe the same, without intending

, however,
nor,

deserlbed as many modifications thereof may
be made mtheut depal ting from the scope of
my invention.

Referring to .the drewmws, my sald com-
bined feldm g game-board and game-piece re-

~used for chess and checkers and shall so de-

70

715

ceptacle when of the chess and checker board

form of marking shown is composed of eight
strips of .card or other suitable stiff. resilient
board 11, each of which is provided on one
side by painting, printing, or any other de-
sired process with four white and four black

or.otherwise differently distinguished square

12, which are arranged alternately as to color,

80 as to altogether form a game-field design,

as shown in Fig. 3, or other distinguishing

marking, and each of such strips is provided
‘at either end with an ornamental end strip

13, usually of about one-half the size of the

course arranged alternately between such end
strips in the well-known manner, as shown.
Consequently such eight strips 11 when ar-

80

black and white squares, which latter are of -

Q0

ranged side by side will form a chess or .

eheeker board, as ehown in Kig. 3, and to add
to the omamentel faet and elee to assist in

holding the same together without interfering

95

with the smoothness of working the two o_uter' .

strips are each bounded on the outer edge by
a narrower side or border strip 14 of the same
width and design as is the border formed by
the end pertlene 13 of the strips 11, and all
of said strips are secured firmly in pesunen
by being firmly cemented or glued to a back-

proved game-board and game-piece recepta- | ing 15, of stout cloth or other “suitable fabric,
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which may also be provided on its outer side
with any suitable game-ground plan or with
any suitable purely ornamental device (not
shown) as may be desired. Sometimes this
backing may consist merely of narrow strips
at the edges, and in others the hinge may be
formed by one surface of a single sheet of
cardboard properly scored in parallel lines,
and I consider any method of forming a game-
board with hinges, so as to permit the single
sheet of board of which the same is formed
to be folded or rolled into a prismatic form,
to be within the scope of my invention. In
any event, in order to more firmly secure the
strips or portions between the-scored lines
forming the board together a suitable double
cord or tape 10 is passed around the end of
one of the side strips 14, and usually through
a hole 16, formed therethrough, the top end
of which is then passed down and the lower
end up between such side strip and the ad-
jacent strip 11 through a hole 17 formed
through the backing-sheet 15 to receive such
two ends, thence over and under and alter-
nately up and down between the different
strips through similar holes in the backing-
sheet to the other side of the board, and the
two ends of all the strips having heen thus
served and the ends of the cords firmly se-
cured together it will be seen that the same
will form a stout yet perfectly flexible hinged
connection between such strips, which will
prevent the same from being torn loose from
the backing-sheet 15. In some cases instead
of passing the single strands of the double
cord clear over and under the ends of the
strips 11 such strips may be provided with
one or more holes 17', one of which is shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 4, and through which
the cord may be passed, thus making two or
more loops of the cord to each strip 11, and
in some cases when such holes 17’ are pro-
vided only one cord may be used; but I pre-
fer the construction I have shown, but con-
sider all of them within the scope of my in-
vention. Usually the cord used for this pur-
pose 18 of some bright color in order to add
to the artistic and ornamental effect of the
border, and when such is the case in order
that the border shall be the same on all
sides of the square the side or border strips
14 are provided with perforations 18, regis-
tering with the adjacent divisional lines be-
tween the squares 12, and one cord only is
used, which, starting at one corner, is thread-
ed up and down clear around the board--at
the ends through the holes 17 of the backing-
sheet and at the sides through the perfora-
tions 18 of the side or border strips 14—after
which the ends are secured together in posi-
tion in any desired manner and the board is
in a condition foruse. When so formed, when
rolled upon itself the board will most easily
and naturally assume the pentagonal pris-
matic form shown in the end view, (marked
Fig. 2,) and within the interior of this penta-
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chess or checker men 19, and in order to se-
cure such men therein the ends of the pen-
tagon so formed are covered by suitable caps
or covers 20, also of like pentagonal form in

70

c¢ross-section, which are secured in position

in any desired manner, and such caps may
each be used as a receptacle for the game-
pieces or men captured during the game.

In some cases and for the purpose of fur-
ther strengthening the device the backing-
shieet 15 is made sufficiently larger than the
finished board 1s to be to permit of the same
being turned up around and over the ends
of the strips 11 and over the outer edges of
the side or border strips 14, so as to form a

strengthening border-strip 22, as shown in

Fig. 3, all around the board on the uppet
side, the same being firmly glued or cemented
to the face of such board and that portion
covering the ends of the strips 11 being, of
course, slitted between the same, as shown
at 23 in said Fig. 3, at the ends of the longi-
tudinal strips, s0 asnot to interfere with the

| free action of the hinge formed by the cord

or cords 10.
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What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—

1. A game-board formed of
material provided with a game-field design so
made as to be capable of being folded into the
form of a hollow prism to form a receptacle for
the game-pieces or men used therewith, and
two caps or covers for capping the ends of the
prismatic receptacle so formed, substantially
as shown and described.

2. Afolding game-board comprising a plu-
rality of board-strips provided with a snitable
game-field design secured together at either
end by connections forming hinges between
the strips which entirely surround the ends
of the strips, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

3. A folding game-board comprising a plu-
rality of board-strips provided with asuitable
game-field design, secured upon a flexible
backing, an end portion at either end of each
of the strips not included in the game-field
design, a border-strip, and a securing cord or
cords securing all the strips together at the
ends, the edges of the backing extending up
overand being firmlysecured to the face of the
circumferential edge of the boardso formed,
substantially as shown and deseribed.

4. A folding game-board comprising a plu-
rality of board-strips provided with a suitable
game-field design, secured upon a flexible
backing, an end portion at either end of each
of the strips not included in the game-field
design, a border-strip, and a securing cord or
cords securing all the strips together at the
oends, the edges of the backing extending up
over and being firmly secured to the face of
the circumferential edge of the board so
formed, the turned-over portion being slitted
between the strips, substantially as shown

- and described.

gon will be ample room for the storage of the !

5. A combined game-board and game-piece

hard stiff sheet:
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receptacle comprising a board formed of a plu-

rality of board-strips provided with a sunitable

- game-field design secured upon a- flexible

backing and end covers or caps adapted to

cover the ends of the hollow prism into which

the board may be folded, of the same form as

 the prism formed by the folded board, sub-
. stantially as shown and deseribed. -
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In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed
my signature in the presence of two wit- 1o
nesses. . | | | |

H. VAN ALTENA.

Witnesses:
- C. L. DAVIS,
"HELEN W ECHSLER.
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