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Lo all whom it may concern:
Be itknown thatl, FrRANCIS L. COOK, a c¢iti-
zen of the United States of America, and a
residentof Springfield,in the countyof Hamp-
s den and State of Massachusetts, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Spinning-Tops, of which the following 1s a
full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to 1mpr0vements in

1o spinning-tops, the object being to produce an
attractive and novel top at comparatively
small expense and one which is capable of
being conveniently spun by the use of an or-
dmary spinning-cord.

15 The invention consists in a top or body, a
handle, and an annular member which sur-
rounds a portion of the handle and to which
rotary motion is to be given by the spinning-
cord, and which is constructed with reference

20 to the top-body to have a frictional engage-
ment therewith, so that when the said rotata—
bleparthasa rd,pld rotary motion given there-
to the top-body therewith enﬂ‘aged will par-
take of such motion, it being understood that

25 after the spinning motion is imparted to the
top proper the handle and the top-engaging
member thereof become or are separabed from
the top.

The invention consists also in certain par-

3o ticular constructions and combinations of
parts, all subsbanhla,lly as hereinafter de-
scribed, and set forth in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, in which the present invention is

3& illustrated as embodied in several specific-
ally different constructions of tops, all of
which, however, have common novel charac-
teristics and features of invention, the Ifig-
ures 1, 2, and 3 being all central vertical sec-

40 tlons.

Similarcharactersof reference mdlcate cor-
responding parts in all the views.

In the drawings, A represents the body or
top proper, the same being shown as a whist-

45 ling top having in its upper portion the cham-
ber a, upwardly opening to the upper surface
of the top and having at the orifice nearsuch
upper surface the annular ledge 10, outside
of which is the npstanding circular portion

50 b shown as constituted by comparatively nar-

row annular lip or rib which is downwardly
widening or expanding, as shown.

The me- |

talliec whistle ¢, of common construction and
circularform, is seated on the aforesaid ledge;
marginally fitting closely to the innerside of 55
the aforementioned rib. FKrom the chamber

o the holes d lead radially, whereby suction °

~may be given in the chamber a when the top

18 m,pldly spun for producing the noise by the
whistle.

The aforementioned upstanding rib 1s

6o

formed in a practicable manner by turning,

a groove e being formed circularly around the
same. -
B represents the handle, which 18 %ep&rate
from the top proper, and it has at its lower
portion adapted to rotate relatively thereto,
but restrained against separation endwise
therefrom, the sleeve-like part C, externally
formed and adapted at the portion f, for in-
stance, to receive the winding thereon of an
or'dma,rv spinning-cord. The lower portion
of the sleeve-like part C 1is of inverted-cup
shape, such part comprising the depending
anuular rib g, which is made flaring, prefer- 75
ably, and essentially having a frictional fit
down over the part b. The handle B, as
shown in Fig. 1 and in Fig, 3, has a spindle-
like lower portion A, about which the axially
smooth-bored sleeve-like part C is fitted for 8o
freerotation. In thelower end portion of the
said part C, but above the depending flange
or rib g,1s the countersunk socket 7, 10 which
isaccommodated the sleeve 7, which is affixed
on the lower end of the spindle of the handle 3s
and which serves to restrain the handle and
sleeve from being separated endwise the one
from the other. |

All of the parts of the top with the excep-
tion of the whistle and the peg may advanta- go
geously be of wood, and the shoulder consti-

70

| tuting sleeve j may be either driven on the

end portlon of the spindle with a tight fit or
it may be glued thereon.

Brmn'mfr the sleeve member of the handle g5
into the frietional engagement with the top,
as shown in Fig. 1, and winding the sleeve
with the spinning-cord, the top is in readiness
to be spun. Now ﬂ‘raspmﬂ* the handle B with

one hand and sharply pulling the free end of
the cord the sleeve, and therewith the top, will
‘be rapidly rotated, and, care being taken, pre-
liminarily, in plaelnﬂ' parts C and A into en-
gagement with the proper degree of crowding
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force for frietional binding, immediately the | on, provided with a depending annular flange

rapid motion is acquired by the top the lat-
ter will becomeself-separating from thesleeve
member, which is carried by the handle. A

-little experimenting will soon indicate just

about how tightly parts C and A should be
crowded into engagement the one with the
other; but in order to provide in the top
mechanical means controlled by the operator
for causing with certainty the separation of
the parts when the top is spun provision is
made 1n the top constructed, as shown in Fig.
2, for a lost motion endwise of the handle B
relatively to its sleeve-like part C, so that at
the time of or immediately after the cord is
pulled to rotate the sleeve the handle may be
forced endwise, so that the attenuated stem
/i* of its spindle will force the top downwardly
and out of engagement with the sleeve., As
shown, said stem /i* is of such length as to
project down through the central hole of the
whistle, through the chamber a, and through
the opening or passage a® therebelow for con-
tact against the upperend of the peg m, which
being metallic and the parts being of slight
contacting area insure the avoidance materi-
ally of retarding friction in the operation
which produces the spinning or which pro-
duces the separation of the top from the han-
dle and 1ts adjuncts.

In Kig. 3 the top is shown as constructed
with a separate plunger /3 playing through
the handle B, the lower end of which when
the parts are assembled or frictionally en-
aged 18 adjacent the upper surface of the
top or the metallic whistle provided thereto.
By pressing the plunger downwardly after
the sleeve C has been rotated the lower end
portion of the latter has a forcing action
against the upper end portion of the top.

I regard the construction shown of having

the circular whistle marginally seated on the
ledge and fitting closely within the annular
rib O a very desirable arrangement, for ex-
treme cheapness in.articles of this eharacter
being important. It will be appreciated that
the repeated inwmdly crowding by the in-
verted cup g against the rib b will tend to
force the rib to an assured interlocked en-

gagement with the margin of the whistle, so
that no other fastening means therefor will
be required.

Having thus deseribed my.invention, what
I claim, &I‘ld desne to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. The combination with a top having a cir-
cular portion at the upper part of its body, of
a handle, and an annular member rotatably
mounted thereon, provided with a depending
annular flange wedwe-shaped In eross-section
adapted to frictionally engage said circular
pmtion of the ton-body, ::md ha_ving a cord-re-
celving part.

2. The combination with a echambered top
having circular portionsseparated by a groove
at the upper part of its body, of a handle and

an annular member rotatably mounted there- 1

adapted to enter said groove, in the cham-
bered body, and fr 1cblonally engage the walls
of said groove.

3. The combination of atop and a separate
handle having an annular member rotatably
mounted thereon, said member and top pro-
vided with flange-and-groove constructions;
the ftange being arranged to enter said groove
and engage both walls thereof by frictional
enwafrement for the purpose set forth.

4 The combination with the top having a
concentrie circular portion at the upper part
of 1ts body, of a separate handle having a
member engaged with, and rotatable rela-
tively to the handle, having its lower portion
constructed of inverted-cup form, such por-
tion and the said circular upper portion of
the top being adapted for frictional engage-
ment, and a part of said handle having rela-
tively to the rotatable members sliding lon-
gitudinal movement through said member
whereby it may be forced against a portion
of the top to break the frictional engagement
between the latter and the said member pro-
vided to the handle.

5. The combination with the top-body hav-
Ing at its upper portion the concentric circu-
lar portion, and having in its lower end a me-
tallic peg, and constructed with an axial open-
ing leading from 1ts top downwardly to the
upper end of the peg, of the separate handle
having a spindle at its lower portion, an ex-
tension of which is adapted to extend down-
wardly into proximity to the peg, and the an-
nularorsleeve-like membersurrounding, and
rotatable relatively to the spindle, and also

‘having sliding longitudinal movement rela-

tively thereto, and constructed at its bottom
with theinverted-cup-shaped portion adapted
to frictionally engage the said concentrie cir-
cular portion of the top-body and means for
limiting the endwise movement of the spindle
relatively to the sleeve-like member, for the
purpose set forth.

6. In a spinning-top, the wood top proper

havinginits upper portion a concentricecham-
ber, at the upper orifice of which is an annu-
lar ledge, outside of which is an annular
downwardly-widening rib or lip constituted

by an integral portion of the wooden body,

and having the radial suction - holes, the
whistle seated on said ledge and marginally
fitting the inner edge of said rib combined
with the handle, and the sleeve-like part en-
gaged therewith and rotatable relatively
thereto, and constructed with the lower in-
verted-cup-like portion to engage over the
sald rib inducing a crowding tendency by the
latter for constriction about the whistle.

Signed by me at Springfield, Massachusetts,
this 10th day of May, 1901.

FRANCIS L. COOK.

Witnesses:
WM. S. BELLOWS,
M. A, CAMPBELL.
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