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(No modei.)

To all whom A7 m,ar,y CONCEPTL:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL HICKOX
W HEELER, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Fairﬁeld, in the county of Fairﬁeld
and State of Connecticut, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in Cabi-
net Letter-Files, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.

ThIS 1[1V611t101] has for its object to con-
struct a cabinet or chest of drawers in which
provision is made to compensate for atmos-

posed to insure the easy movement of the
drawers and to exclude the entrance of dust.
In order to illustrate my invention, I have

- shown 1t as applied to a letter-filing cabinet,

but mean not to be understood as limiting my
invention to that one application -thereof.

- However, the invention is specially applica-
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ble to cabinet letter-files. With this reserva-
tion I will proceed to describe my invention
as thus applied.

In carrying out my invention I prov 1de the
frame or the drawer, or both of them, with

means by which the drawer may be easily,'
opened and closed, and when it is closed a |

practically. dust - proof joint is formed be-
tween the drawer and frame on all edges of

the former, sufficient play being allowed be-

tween the drawer and the frame to compen-

sate for any expansion or shrinkage conse-

quent upon atmospherlc changes.
In the accompanying dmwmg&, illustrating
my invention, in the several figures of whlch

like parts are similarly designated, Figure 1
1s a front elevation of a letter-cabinet, show- |
Fig. 2 is

ing the preferred form of cabinet.
a vertical section, taken substantially in the

plane of line z «, Fig. 1, showing the upper-

most drawer 1n longitudinal section and the
two lower drawers in side elevation. FHig, 3
is a horizontal section, taken substantially in
the plane of line v 4, Fig. 1, with the drawer
in plan view. " Figs. 4 and 5 are vertical sec-
tions similar to Fig. 2, but showing part only

of a cabinet with the drawers in side eleva-

tion and illustrating two modified forms of
my invention. Fig. 6 is a front elevation of
a cablinet, illustrating the means I provide for
insuring a dust-tight closure laterally; and
Fig. 7 is a horizontal section taken in the

|

tects to which the article may be ex-|

pla,he indicated by .the line Z 2 on Fig. 6, the

drawer being shown in plan view.

The frame or case ¢ may be of any ap-
proved construction, excepting as modified in
accordance with the. present invention, as
hereinafter specified. The frame contains as

many pockets b as there are drawers, and
these pockets are of slightly-greater dimen-
, 60
)

sions than the drawers to be applied therein
and their_ floors incline rearwardly. - Each
drawer has a front piece ¢ {excepting as here-
inafter described) adapted to fit within the

| mouth of the pocket and having a bottom lip

d extending slightly beyond the bottom of
the drawer, and this front piece may have a

label-receiving portion or pocket, substan-

tially as indicated in the drawings.

- As shown in Fig. 2, the cross-piece ¢ of the
frame 18 prowded with an elevation or ridge
f, arranged transv ersely of the drawer, near
its front and upon which the.bottom of the

drawer shdes, or, as shown at g, Fig. 4, this
ridge may be a piece attached to the cross-
‘piece ¢, or, as shown at h, Fig. 5, this ridge
‘may be abtaohed to the bot,tom of the drawer

to rest upon a flat cross-piece ¢®. The effect

‘of the ridge in each case is to cause such an
inclination of the drawer rearwardly when

moved back into the pocket as to throw the
front end of the drawer into contact with the
superimposed cross-piece, while at the same
time the bottom of the drawer keeps in close
contact with the eross-piece below it, and thus

a practically dust-proof connectlon of the.
‘drawer with the case or frame is always in-
sured no matter if the drawer be swollen or
shrunken by reason of atmospheric condi-

tions, and at the same time the movement of
the drawer in and out of the pocket is ren-

‘dered free and there is no sticking of the

drawer in the case. This ridge in any of the
forms described constitutes a sort.of fulerum
upon which the drawer may be tilted, as in-
dicated at the lowermost drawer, Fig. 2, and

hence the manipulation of the drawer 1s al-
ways rendered easy. The rearward inclina-
tion of the floors of the pockets admits of
still greater tipping of the drawers to effect
the elose fit at front.

The drawers 2, Figs: 1, 2, 3, and 4, are of
like eonstructlon, and t.he dl&W@l‘S 1 differ
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- from these in having applied to their bottoms

the ridges /.
Figs. 6 and 7, differ from these other drawers
in tha.t they illusbrate ‘the provision for in-

~suring a dust-tight closure laterally. For

~this purpose one of the sides of the frame
- may be beveled, as shown at [, Figs. 6 and 7,

10

gver 'laterallyand the othercomes in contact
- with the cleat n.
—as.1n Fig. 2 or of other form. -
| Othel wise than as herein set forth the |
frames or cases are alike and theirlike parts

and the front piecesc’ of the drawers are pro-
vided with the laterally-extended lips m, one

of which ecodperates with the beveled surface
[ as the drawer is closed to force the drawer

- are deswndted by conespondmﬂ' letters of

20
-wish to be understood as including in my in-
vention all those econstructions wherein the-
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:reference

I have thus descnbed various constrmtmus
embodymt;r the principle of my invention, but

drawer 18 arrauged in a poeket of normally

greater cubical area than the drawer, and

provision is made for moving the drawer so

~as to Insure a practically dust-tight closure-
“thereof within the pocket L

“What I claim is— -
1. Aframe orcase,havinga drawer-pocket,

a drawer arranged therein, and a ridge ar-
-ranged transversely of the drawer near its j

front and interposed between the pocket and

the drawer and upon which the drawer has a
tilting motion by which its frontend isbrought

into close and practically dust-proof connec-
tion with the mouth of the pocket, substan-
tially as described. -

2. Aframeorcase, havingadrawer-pocket,
provided with a rearwardly-inclined floor, a
drawer arranged in said pocket, and a ridge
arranged transversely of the drawer near its
front and interposed betweeun the pocket and
the drawer and upon which the drawer has a
tilting motion by which itsfront end isbrought
1nto close and practically dust-proof connec-
tion with the mouth of the pocket, substan-
tially as described.

3. A frame, having a drawer-pocket, and a
drawer arranged therein, combined with a
ridge extending transversely beneath the
drawer near its front end and upon which the

bottom of the drawer rests as upon a fulerum |

The drawers /t, as shown in

1

724,639

and by means of which the upper edge of the

front of the drawer is tiited into ¢lose con-

‘tact with the frame or case, substanmally as

described.

4. A frame or case, ha,vmg drawer-pockets
| and drawers, combined with cross-pieces ar-

ranged at the mouths of the pockets, and
rldges interposed between sald cross-pieces

55
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and the bottoms of the drawers transversely

of the frame and drawers and upon which the
~drawers have a tilting motlon, substanttally
a8 described. S

The cross-pl.eces e may be- |

- 5. Aframeorcase, having a drawer-pocket,

| a drawer arranged therem a ridge arranged

transversely of the drawer near its front and

interposed between the pocketand the drawer =
‘and upon which the drawer has a tiltingmo-
‘tion by which its front end is brought into
closeand practicallydust-proof horizontal con-

65

nection with the mouth of the pocket,andan

1neline arranged parallel with one side of the -

drawer, whereby said drawer in closing 18

moved laterally to effect alike close and dust-

proof vertical fit in the mouth of bhe pocket .L
‘substantially as deseribed. |

75.:_--

6. A frameorcase havmgad:awer pncket L

a drawer arranged ther ein, a ridge arranged

bransversely of the drawer near its front and

80. |

interposed between the pocketand the drawer =

{ and upon which the drawer has a tilting mo-

tion by which its front end is brought into N

closeand practicallydust-proof horizontal con- -

nection with the mouth of the pocket, and a
vertically-disposed incline on the side of the

| frame or case in the mouth of the pocket,

with which the side of the drawer’s end co-
operates in closing to take up any loose fit
laterally, substantially as deseribed.

7. A cabinet-frame,provided with adrawer-
pocket and a drawer, combined with a ridge

arranged transversely of the drawer near its

front end, by which a gravity action is given
to the dmwer in closing the sawne to effect a
substantially dust- twhb fit between the front
of thedrawer and the front of the frame, sub-
stantially as described.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 17th day of July, A. D. 1901.
SAMUEL HICKOX WHEELER.
Witnesses:
IsAAC HOLDEN,
FRANK M. WOOTTON.
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