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To all whom it may concermn: .
Be it known that I, MICHAEREL S. WELLER,

a cltizen of the United States, residing at

Charlestown, in the county of Jefferson, State
5 of West Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Keyhole-Guards
and Door-Lifters, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had therem to
the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to a keyhole guard
and door-lifter for vault-covers, and has for
its object to provide a guard-piece lying flush
with the upper surfaee of the door and adapt-
ed to be lifted and turned to permit access to
15 the keyhole.

Other and further objects and advanteﬂ'es
of the invention will be hereinafter set forr.h
and the novel features thereof deﬁned by the
eppended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perepeetwe
of.a vault-door hevmﬂ' the invention applied
thereto; Fig. 2, a vertieel section on the line
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2 2 of Kig. 1; Fig. 5, a detail perspective of

the guard and lifter; Fig. 4, a detail perspec-
25 tive of a modified form of guerd and lifter ap-
plied to a door; Fig. 5, an enlarged detail per-
spective thereof and Fig. 6 1s a plan of the

under side of a door shomnﬂ' the lock and.

supporting-plate for the frua,rd
Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several figures of the drawings. -
The letter A deswnates the frame of a vault-
cover, which may be of any desired construc-

30

tion and provided with opposite. doors A',

35 hinged at A®to the cover, while one of the

doors may be provided, if so desired, with a

turn-catch A3, adapted to engage beneath the
flange at the sufles of the frame, while the free
edn'e of this section may also be provided with
40 A ﬂenwe A4, above which the opposite .mem-
- berof the dem willlie. The door or body ear-
rying the lock is provided with any desired
form of lock, a casing B therein being herein
shown as applied to the under surface of the
- 45 door, so that the keyhole B’ therein will be be-

neath an opening A°in the door, which open-

ing is provided with an enlarged portion A’

to permw a finger-hold upon the guard and
- lifter C. This uuerd and lifter may be of any
go desired con ﬂ'uretien-—for instance, as shown

i

1 each side is recessed at C’ to permit the same
to be easily grasped, while the downwardly-
extending stem C° thereof is mounted ina
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supporting-plate C°, having a tubular portion
C?, adapted to incase the upper end of 4 ten-
swn-eprmg C? the lower end of which bears

against a nut C% adjustably carried by the

lower portion of the depending stem. The

plate C° covers the aperture in the door and

is provided with a keyhole in alinement with

the lock which lies beneath the plate.
In Fig. 4 a modified form of this guard and

lifter is shown having the plate D, adapted to
cover the keyhole, and the enlarged recess A°

is filled by a plate D' of eircular configuration
corresponding tothe shape of the recess, while

the upper surface of this plate is p10V1ded |

with recessed fingerholds D?, by which it may
be grasped. ThlS form of the invention is
also prowded with a depending stem D?3,
adapted to be surrounded by a spring, as

shown in ¥ig. 2, and withanut D*atitslower

end to hold ths spring under tension.

It will be seen that when it is desired to ob-.
“tain access to the keyhole of the lock the

guard and lifter areraised, placing the spring

- under tension, and then turned to a posi-
tion at a right angle to that shown in Fig. 1,

thus disclosing the keyhole previously pro-
tected by the plate When released in this

‘position, the plate rests upon’'the uppeér ad-
jacent surface of the door,so that when it is
‘again turned into alinement with the recess

in the door above the keyhole of the lock the
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spring instantly draws the- guard back into

position, with its upper portion flush-with the
door, so that no projections are presented,

while the lockis protected from theentrance of

snow, sleet, dirt, or other substances adapted
10 mterfere wmh or clog the action of the lock.

Furthermore, when thls plate is lifted into

the position shown by dotted lines in Fig: 2
‘it acts as a lifter by which the door may be |

raised, as the nut or projection at the lower

lower portion of the tubular sleeve thus car-
rying the weight of the door. It Wlll also be
observed that the tension of the retracting-
spring may be adjusted by the nut.

It will be obvious that this invention can

~ in FKigs. 2 and 3, where the under surface at | be applied to any construction of door or
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end of the depending stem bears against the
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similar part and that changes may be made |

in the details of construction and configura-
tion thereof without departing from the spirit
of the invention as defined by the appended
claims. -

Having described my invention and set
forth its merits, what I claim, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In adevice of the class described, abody
provided with a lock-casing, and a guard-
plate for the keyhole of said casing mounted
to reciprocate in said body and to oscillate
therein; substantially as specified.

2. In adevice of the class described, a body
provided with a lock-casing, a guard-plate for
the keyhole of said casing mounted to recip-
rocate in said body and to oscillate therein,
a retracting-spring extending from said body,
and a projection carried by a depending stem
from said plate against which said spring
bears; substantially as specified.

3. In a device of the class described, a body
portion having an opening therein enlarged
at one end; a lock-casing secured to the un-
detr face of said body with the keyhole there-
of in alinement with the smaller end of said
opening, a guard-plate and lifter having an
extension to lie above said keyhole, finger-
holds provided upon said guard and lifter,
and means for retaining the guard and lifter
within the opening in the body and flush with
%he upper face thereof; substantially as speci-

ed.

4. In a device of the class described, a body |
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portion having an opening therein enlarged 35
at one end, a lock-casing secured fo the un-

der face of sald body with the keyhole there-
of in alinement with the smaller end of said
opening, a guard-plate and lifter having an
extension to lie above said keyhole, finger-
holds provided upon said guard and lifter, a
supporting-plate for said guard and lifter, a
tubular sleeve extended from the under face
of said plate, a depending stem from said
guard and lifter, a.spring surrounding said

stem and disposed at its upper portion within
said tubular sleeve, and an adjustable nut

carried by the lower end of said stem to bear

against said spring; substantially as speci-

fied.

5. Inadevice of the class described, a body
portion having a recess therein with a radial
recess at one side thereof, a lock-casing se-
cured to said body with the keyhole thereof
beneath said radial recess, a keyhole-guard
and lifter disposed within the said recess in
the lock-carrying body and extended intosaid
radial recess, means to permit a vertical move-
ment of said guard and lifter, and means to
permit a rotary movement thereof when lifted

from the radial recess: substantially as speci-
fied.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
MICHAEL S. WELLER.
Witnesses:
GEORGE M. SLIFER,
JACOB F. ENGLE.
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