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To all whom it may concern.:

Beit known that I, EDWARD D. CONKLIN, of
Newark, in the county of Essex, in the State
of New Jersey, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Snapping-Buttons, of which
the following, taken in conneection with the
accompanying drawings, is afull, clear, and
exact description. .

This invention relates to an advertising
novelty which may be designated asa ““snap-
ping-button” in which a flat sheet-metal leaf

or spring is kinked or buckled and supported

in such manner that by depressing its free
end a snapping sound is produced.
The object of this device is to mount the

snapping spring or leaf upon a button or con-
cavo-convex disk in such manner that the

button or disk acts as a sounding-board to.

increase the snapping sound of the buckled
leaf or spring when operated.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of thesnapping-button com-

plete. Figs. 2and 3 are sectional views taken,

respectively, on lines 2 2 and 3 3, Fig. 1.
Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are perspective views show-
Ing, respectively, the outer and inner button

- Sections and the snapping leaf or spring.
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Similar reference charaecters indieate cor-
responding parts in all the views.

In carrying out the objects of this inven-
tion a flat spring-leaf 1 is indented or kinked
abt 2 near its central portion for the purpose

of buckling the leaf, so that when one end is
held fixed and the other end is depressed a

snapping sound is produced. This leaf may
be mounted in any desired position relatively
o a sounding-board or button-section 3, but
18 preferably inserted in guideways 4 of a
metallic shell or separate button-section 5 in
such manner that one end is free to be de-
pressed manually for producing the snapping
sound, the other end being held from move-
ment by the guideways4. These guideways

engage the longitudinal edges only of the

leaf 1, and the indentation in said leaf is
preferably disposed between the guideways
In transverse alinement with the front edges
of the ways, which front edges serve as a
fulerum upon which the free end of the leaf
operates. The operation of indenting the

P

upon the section 3.

leaf to produce the buckling effect tends to
form said leaf slightly concavo-convex and it
1s inserted in the ways 4 with the convex side
toward the sounding-board or button-section
5, these ways being usually inclined inwardly
longitudinally from_their outer ends, so as
to throw the free end of the leaf outwardly
away from its support to leave ample room for
the depression of said free end of the leaf.
In order that this support may be produced
as economically as possible, I usually stamp

‘or press the same into a cup-shape form and

then stamp out of the body the ways 4, which
are then bent inwardly toward each other to
receive and support the leaf, this main body
of the support 5 being also cut out at 6 to re-
ceive the free end of the leaf and permit the
same to be readily depressed to produce the
snapping sound. By thus forming the sup-
port 5 cup shape a flange 7 is formed, after

~which the two sections 3 and 5 are brought

together, with the flange 7 resting against the
inner face of the section 3, and then the edge
of the section 3 is crimped or turned over
upon the flange 7, which forms a flange 8
This section 3 is prefer-
ably composed of an inner sheet-metal por-
tion 9 and an outer cap or cover 10 of cellu-
loid or similar material, upon which may be
printed any advertising matter, if desired,
this outer cap or cover serving to give a neat
and finished appearance to the device.

Itis evident from the foregoing description
that the main body of the support, which
carries the snap-leaf 1, is separated from the

main body of the section 3, and an air-cham-
“ber is therefore formed between the main .
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bodies of the sections 3 and 5, which adds to -

the acoustic properties of the button, and
when the free end of the button is depressed
a much louder snapping effect is produced
than would be the case if the leaf were held
at one end against a solid body without the
sounding-board 3. It may be further stated
that when the leaf is placed in operative po-
sition upon the support 5 a slight space is
formed between the main body 10 and ad-
jacent concave face of the leaf, which per-
m1its the outward movement of the indented
portion of the leaf when the free end is de-
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pressed, and I usually perforate the wall 10

" at 11 to further.facilitate this outward move-
ment of the central portion of the leaf.
Having thus described my invention, what

5 I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

1. A snapping device comprising two cir-
cular shells having marginal flanges inter-
locked with each other and a spring snapping-
10 leaf attached to one of the shells.
2. Asnapping device comprising two shells |

545

| having oppositely-turned flanges interlocked

with each other for forming an air-space be-
tween their main bodies and a spring snap-

ping-leaf attached to one of the main bodies.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

1 hand this 30th day of December, 1902.
~ EDWARD D:. CONKLIN.

Withesses: -
- Wwn. A. JONES; o
STEWART J. JARVIN.
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