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To all whom it may CONCErm:

Be it known that I, Lewis H. BOWMAN, a-

citizen of the United States, residing at Ra-
cine, in the county of Racme and State of

Wisconsin, have invented a new and useful

Hook, of. which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The present inventionrelates to hooks, and
more partmularly to hooks of that class de-
scribed in patent numbered 652,556, granted
on June 26, 1900, to James A. Gavnt ‘of which
I am now parh owner. In the use of the pat-
ented structure it has been found that the
tongue employed soon wears, so thatit is very
loose and can readily slip back to open the
entrance-throat when there is no strain ap-
plied to the hook. Further than this, the
structure 1s ¢com pamtwely expenswe to man-

ufaecture.
The object of the present invention is toim-

prove the above construection and overcome
both of the objections mentioned by provid-
ing a structure in which the tongue will be
held from accidental unlocking and the wear
thereof will be compensated for this struc-
ture being exceedintrly simple to manufac-

ture.

The preferred embodiment of the invention
is illustrated in the drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perqpectwe view of the hook
uhen in its unlocked position. Fig.2isalon-
oitudinal sectional view throun'h the same
when in its closed or locked posmon Fig.
3 is a bottom plan view of the hook. FIig. 4
is a cross-sectional view of Lthe same. Fin'
is a perspective view of the tongue- blank.

Similar numerals of reference deswnate_

correspondmfr parts in all the figures of the

drawings.

In the embodiment of the invention the

body of the hook is formed of a single piece

of wire doubled upon itself and formed into

a terminal loop 10" at one end, from which
prOJectS a pair of spaced shank-seetions 11,
arranged side by side. These sections each

carry a bill 12, that forms the terminal hook,

these bills bemﬂ' also arranged side by smle
but in spaced relatlon and ha,v ng their ter-
minals spaced from the shank to form the en-
trance-throat 13.

The tongue 14 is preferably made of sheet

(No model.)
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a socket 15, that corresponds to the space

"within the hook, and having a keeper-jaw 16,

that is movable across the throat 13. The
tongue,furthermore,has an upstanding actu-
ating-finger 17, that is movable into the space.

,w1thm the hook and is arranged to fit be-

tween the bills, as will be readlly understood.
The shank-sections are so formed that their
tendency is to spring or spread. apart; but
they are held in parallel relation by a sleeve
17¢, that is earried by the tongue and sur-
rounds both sections. This sleeve is prefer-
ably made up of collars formed from integral
leaves 18, that are attached at one end to the
tonﬂ'ueand are bent about theshank-sections
in opposite directions, as will be clearly evi-
dent by reference to Flﬂ‘S 3 and 5, the inter-

| mediate leaf or collar bemﬂ* prowded with a

thumb projection 19.

In applying the hook to a loop or ring it is
first arranged in the position shown in Fig.
1, the ring being then passed through the
throat 13, and strain being applied thereto or
the tongue being moved by hand the keeper-
jaw will be pr OJeeted across the throat, there-
by closing the same and locking the ring or
loop within the hook. The tonwue is held
against retrograde movement by 113% frictional
enﬂ'aﬂ'ement of the sleeve 17* with the shank-

sections, so that when the strain is released

from the hook. there is no danger of said
tongue slipping backwardly. When the
tongue becomes worn from continued use, the

5 | shank- sections will spread outwardly, thus

taking up the wear, so that the frictional en-
gagement between .said sections -and the
sleeve will always be maintained. 'This 18
an extremely important feature, as it obvi-
ates the objection noted in regard to the pre-
viously-patented device. Farther than this,
the present hook can be manufactured at ex-
tremely-small cost, as one of the elements is
of wire, which can be easily bent to proper

| shank and bill sections, being provided with-
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form, while the other is of sheet inetal, the

blank of which may be stamped out and af-
terward applied to the wire body.

- From the foregoing it is thought that the
construction operdtmn and manyadvantan‘es

| of the herein-described invention will be ap-

parent to those skilled in the art without fur-
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metal and is slidably mounted between the [ ther description, and it will be understood
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- that various changes in the size, shape, pro-

. 1Q
- ried by the shank a sleeve slidably mounted |

portion, . and minor details of construction

may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or SaCI‘IﬁCIHG‘ any of the advantages
of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desiretosecure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. Iﬂ a hook, a shank comprising sections

that are armnﬂ'ed tospread apart, a hook car-

on the shank and frictionally engaging the

20

portions thereof that spread, and a keeper—
Jaw carried by the sleeve and movable into
coacting relation with the hook.

2. A hook comprising a wire doubled upon
1tself to provide a shank comprising sections

arranged side by side, and carrying terminal

bills consmtutmw a hoak, said bills having
their free ends spaced apart the free end of
which is spaced from the shank, and a tongue
slidably mounted upon the shank sectlons
and movable across the space between the
same and the hook, the free end of the tongue
L)alllnﬂ' momble between the spaced ends of the
ills

5. In a hook, a shank comprising spaced

sections carrying a terminal hook, the free

-~ end of which is spaced from the sh:mk and

30

a tongue slidably mounted upon the shank

and mova,ble across the space between the

sameand thehook,said tongue havingasleeve
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that sarrounds the: shank-sectmns

4. Inahook ashankcompumnwoutwardlv- |

springing sections carrying a terminal hook,

the free end of which is spaced from smd.

shank, and a tongue slidably mounted upon

the shank and movable across the space be- .

tween the same and the hook, said tongue
having a sleeve that surrounds the shank-sec-
tions.

5. In ahook, a body eompmslnﬂ' a wire dou-
bled npon 1tself to form shank-sections ar-
ranged side by side, said sections carrying
eurved biils that constitute a hook, the free
end of which is spaced from the shank and
a tongue slidably mounted upon the 3hank
and movable across the space between the
same and the hook, said tongue having a
sleeve that surren nds the shrmk sections.

6. In a hook, a body comprising a wire dou-
bled upon itself to form a terminal loop and

- outwardly-springingshank-sectionsarranged
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side by side and carrying curved bills, said
b_1ll<s being alsoarranged side by side and con-

724,428

| stituting & hodk the ffee end of which is
spaced fmm the sha,nk-sectlons and a sheet-

metal tongue slidably’ mounted upon the
shank and movable across the space between

| the same and the hock, said tongue having a

sleeve that surrounds the outwa,l dly-spmng-
ing shank-sections.

7 In a hook, the combma,t,lon with a body
comprising a wire doubled upon itself to form

shank -gections arranged side by side, said

shank-sections carrying curved bills thatcon-

across the space between the same and the

‘hook, said tongue having a sleeve that sur-

rounds the shank-sections and is composed oi
integral collars bentabout the shank from op-
posite sides thereof.

8. In a hook, the body composed of shank-
sections armnﬂ'ed side by side and carrying

curved bills which are spaced apartand con-

stitute a hook, the free end of which 1s spaced
from the shank, and a tongue arranged and
movable in the space between the bills and

| provided with a jaw which is movable across

the space between the hook and the shank to

' close and open the same, the free end of said

jaw being movable between the ends of the
spaced bills.

9. In a hook, the body composed of shank-
sections arranﬂed side by side and formed
with carved bills at one end constituting a
hook, the free end of which is spaced from the
Lahank and a sliding tongue carried by the
shank - sections and havmﬂ‘ a movable jaw
which engages between the extremltles of the
curved bllls to close the hook.

10. A hook comprising a shank, and a palr
of bills having their free ends spaced apart,
sald bills constituting a hook, the free ter-
minal of which is spaced from the shank, and
a sleeve slidably mounted upon the shank
and carrying a keeper-jaw that is movable
across the space between the shank and free
end of the hook, the end of said jaw being
movable to a posmon between the spdeed ter-
minals of the bills. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

i my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein

the presence of two witnesses.
LEWIS H. BOWMAN.
Witnesses: |
BYRON B. NORTHROP,
C. H. BILI. |
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stitute a hook, the free end of which isspaced
from the 3hank,a,nd asheet-metal tongue slid-
‘ably mounted npon the shank and movable
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