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To all whom it may concerw: |
Be it known that I, ROBERT O. BINGHAM, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Sid-| As the loop-link is

ney, in the county of Shelby and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Locks for Vessel-Covers, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to a lock for vessel-
COVers. -

The object of my invention is to provide
means for antomatically loeking the cover ot
a vessel to its body when the vessel is tilted
to the slightest degree from its vertical or
normal position, thereby preventing the con-
tents from gushing out at the cover-opening
and unlocking the same when the vessel is
held in a vertical or normal position.

The features of my invention aremore fully
set forth inthe description of the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-

cation, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in sec-
tion, of a coffee-pot with my cover-locking
means applied and in its normal or released
position, permitting the cover to be readily
opened. - Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the
vessel in a tilted position, locking the cover

to the body. TFig. 3 is an enlarged plan view |

of the locking means. Fig. 41s a sectional
view of a portion of the cover and one of the

locking members.

In the accompanying drawings my cover-
locking means is shown as applied to a cofiee-
pot; but the same is readily adaptable to any
vessel having a hinged cover. |

A represents the body portion of the vessel;
B, thecoveror lid hinged theretobya hinge .

C represents the spout of the vessel.

D represents a loop-link hinged tothe cover
by means of a knuckle-band d, said knuckle-
band being provided with ears d' to limit the

forward swing of the loop-link. Thelink be-

ing loosely hinged, it will always by its own
oravity be suspended in a vertical line.

E represents a catch or hook projecting
from the vessel-body and so arranged that
when the vessel is tilted the link D will en-
gage said catch and securely lock the cover
in its closed position, and the cateh being in-
clined, and with the limited forward move-
ment of the link, insures at all times a proper

“handled by children.

| cateh-engaging position of't,herloop:-link when

the lid is closed. - .
loosely hinged to the

cover, by gravity will always be suspended 55

in a direct vertical line, and therefore as the
vessel is tilted the link will engage the catch

E, which is projected from the vessel far

enough to permit immediate engagement of
the parts at the slightest tilting of the vessel,
yel at the same time allowing the cover to be
readily and easily opened when the vessel 1s
held in a vertical or normal position or tilted
in the opposite direction of the catch K. By
this construction in pouring out the contents
of a vessel —as, for instance,say, a coffee-pot—
throuch its spout no matter how much the
vessel is tilted in such direction the contents
cannot force the cover open and gush ouf
through the cover-opening, which accidents
are quitenumerous in pouring out coffee, and
often result in serious scalds and burns to
the pourer, especially so when the same 18

By my construction cheap-and effective
means are provided for automatically lock-
ing the cover to the body of the vessel when
the same is tilted from a vertical line.

It is obvious that this invention is equally
applicable to any covered utensil provided
with -a spount and that it provides an auto-
matically-locking top when the vessel is tilted
for pouring. -

Having described my invention, I claim—

In a vessel for containing and pouring liq-
uids, having a hinged lid at the top and a
spout on theside of the vessel opposite the free

end of the lid, a loop on the side freely sus-.

pended pivotally from the free end of the

lid, and a cateh projected upon the inside of

the vessel adjacent to said loop, said catch
being close to and slightly above the lower
end of the said loop, whereby a slight tilt of
the vessel forward, engages the loop over the
catch and locks the lid in closed position, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sef

my hand.

ROBERT O. BINGHAM.
Witnesses: | _ |
J. K. RUSSELL,
- E. W. BINGHAM.
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