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of the United States residing at Myra, in

‘the side and end walls.

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN M. SIAS,

OF MYRA, WEST VIRGINIA.

BOX-FASTENER.

SPECIFICATION forming pa,lt of Letters Patent No. 724,343, dated M&rch 31, 1903.
Applma,tlun filed May 26, 1802, Serial No. 109,079, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JoHN M. S14S, a citizen

the county of meoln and State of West
Virginia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Implovements in Box-Fasteners; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such.
as will enable others skilled in the art to.
which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawmws, and to the ficures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

My invention belongs to that class of in-
ventions known as ‘‘box-fasteners.”

My invention is primarily intended as an
egg-case fastener, but may be used on boxes
for the shipment of any kind of goods where
1t 1s desirable to have the box returned. The
box, as shown in the drawings, is made of |
pine wood; but it may be made of any kind
of wood or open-work sheet-iron, or wicker-
work of any light material, provided that it
will be strong enoucrh to pr event the box from
collapsing.

In the accompanying drawmgs, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my invention. Fig. 2
18 a top plan view with the lid thrown back.
IFigs. 3,.4, and 5 are detail views showing the
lock and key. Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional
view of the box on the line X X of Fig. 1.
Fig. 7 is an edge view of the box when 113 18
knocked down.

The top, the bottom, the end, and the sufle
walls of the box are hinged together so that
no one part may be Iosb or separated from
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the other parts.

Myinvention is described as follows: 1 rep-
resents the side walls; 2, the end walls; 3,
the top; 4, the bottom. The side and end
walls are hinged together by strap or butt
hinges 5, which fit against the inner faces of
These hinges are
preferably countersunk; but they are not so

| e e |

The lid and bottom |

are hinged to the side walls by butt or strap
hinges 6. These hinges may also be counter-

Sunk but they are not so shown in the draw-
ings.

Hinged vertically in the center of the box
by butt or strap hinges 7 is a partition 8, its

{ free end carrying a sliding bolt 9. This hinge

and sliding bolt may also be countersunk.
Secured in the free edge of thelid is a key-
keeper 10, having in its extended end a rec-
tangular oblong opening 11, and secured in
the wall, immediately under the key-keeper
10, is another key-keeper 12, having in its

| extended end a rectangular oblong opening

13, eorresponding with the rectangular open-
ing 11. Fitting in these two rectangular
openings is a key 14, having lags 15, 16, and
17, extending fromn its stem 18. These lugs
are short enough to enable me to withdraw
the key 14 from 1its two rectangular open-
ings; but the top lug 15 is wider than the
sald rectangular opening 11 is long, so that
the key can not pass downwardly through said
opening. The lug 16 operates between the
two key-keepers “and the lug 17 below the
lower key-keeper. Saidkeyl4 maybeturned
sidewise, as shown in Fig. 4, in which caso
the lugs 16 and 17 will impinge against the
lower faces of the key-keepers 10 and 12, and

} when so turned the lid and bottom are locked,

and pressing against the edge of the lower

t lug 17 when it is turned outwardly is a spring

19 and thisspring 19 presses against the Slde
of said lug when it is turned mdemse and
keeps it from turning, and thereby keeps the

“box locked; but when I wish to unlock the

box I thrust a nall or some like thing in the
perforation 20 and turn the key edgewise, as

shown in Fig. 3, and then the key may bo
easlly removed a,nd the box opened.

The fastener for locking the free edge of
the bottom is exactly similar to the fastener
for locking the free edge of the lid.

- Having “described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In a bmt, provided with ahinged lid; a key-
keeper secured in the free edge of thehd and
provided with an oblong perfm ation; a key-
keeper secured to the side wall, 1mmed1&tely
under the said key-keeper, and pmvided with
an .oblong perforation, registering with the
oblong perforatmn of the key - keepel just
mentioned; a key consisting of a stem, a rec-
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tangular oblong perforated lug, and two rec- | shown and deseribed and for the purposes
tangular oblonglugs, integral with said stem; | set forth. " I 10 ~
said lugs some little distance apart, the cen- | . In testimony whereof I affix my signature
~ ter lug operating between the two bolts men- | in presence of two witnesses.
¢ tioned, and the lower lug below the lower JOHN M. SIAS.
bolt; a spring secured to the side wall of the Witnesses: ] B
box, and adapted to press against the edgeor | J. O. VICKERS,

side face of the lower lug, substantially as A. F. BLACE.
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