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To all whom it may concert:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL J DUNKLEY |

a citizen of the United States, residing at. the
city of KKalamazoo, in the ee*u-nty' of Kalama-

zoo and State of Michigan, have invented cer-

talin new and useful Improvements in Fruit-

Baskets, of which the followmfr is a 8peclﬁ-'

cation.

This invention relates to an 1mp|0vement
in fruit- baskets, and particularly to adisplay-

basket which is well adapted fm thpplnﬂ'
purposes.

Thebasketsin which fruitis usually shlpped
have low covers and the fruit is necessarily
packed very close and a low flat cover em-.

ployed, for the reason that a high cover could -
not go under the handle and when made |

higher than the handle or adapted to go over

the same the cover was too weal to stand the

strain of shipping and piling.

Another important matter in connection
with display-baskets was that there was no
effective way of sealing the same.

The objects of this invention are, first, to
provide an ordinary handled basket with a
satisfactory high cover that can be easily put
in position and which shall be of sufficient
strength to withstand the heavy strain of be-
ing packed with others in shipment, and to
provide a high cover for a fruit-basket that

can be effectively sealed, and to provide in

connection with the cover improved means
of retaining it in position.

Further obJects will appear in the detailed
description to follow.

A structure embodying my invention is

fully deseribed in the following specification.

The invention is clearly defined and point-
ed out 1n the claims.

A structure embodying the features of my
invention is fully shown in the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this speeiﬁ-
eatwn in which—

Fln'ure 118 a perspective view of a fru1t-
basket with m y improved coverapplied. Fig.
2 1s a detall sectional view on line 2 2 of FIig.

1, showing the manner of retalmnﬂ‘ the covel'

111 p081t10n -
In thedrawings similar letters of reference
refer to similar parts throughout both views.
Referring to the lettered parts of the draw-
ings, A is a common fruit-basket having an

°] arched ha-ndle A’.

abstract fruit from the basket.

what to the form of the top .of the basket

though curved so as to cross the upper pa,lt
of the same diagonally, and thus insure a
firm support.
between these bands is an arch D D, which
is secured to the bands B B’ by nailing, sta-
pling, or other suitable means.

- Hach side of the handle and

Pieces C C
are attached to the -bands B B’ at each end,

| extend upwardly, and are then bent down

flat toward the center and secured to the cen-
tral part of the arched pieces D D, terminat-

ing at that point and leaving an open space

to set down over the -handle A’. When this
is done, I place a sealing-card C' between the
two ends of the longitudina,l strips C C, and
as long as it remains unbroken it is impossi-
ble to remove the cover or manipulate it to
At each side

_ My improved cover con--
sists of bands B B, forming the sides and.
ends of the cover, the same conforming some-
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of the cover I insert a wrought-nail E in-

wardly, bend the same downwardly, force it
through between the two upper bands of the
basket when the same 18 thus constructed,
and bend the end of the nail outward and
upward,which prevents any movement of the
cover.
the top of the basket, the nail can be looped
around the single band in this way.

It is obvious that the structure I have de-
seribed can be considerably varied and still
secure all the advantages of the same. 'The
band or hoop B’
the band B somewhat wider or where a very

Where but a single band is-around

might be omitted by making -
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open cover 18 desired without thus increasing

its. width.

This basket, owing to the arched parts C D
will support a very heavy load placed upon
it, and these baskets can be stacked two side

by side and then two across the top, and so

sy 90

on in the ordinary manner to any practical

height without danger of breaking or crush-
ing the baskets or the fruit in the same,
whereas heretofore only a small number of
display-baskets could be used—only enough
for a single layer on top of the pile. As the
frait is much more attractive in these display-
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baskets and can be placed within the same
without danger of bruising, the advantages
of the structure are very readily understood
By use of these baskets the dealer avoids the



IO

20

=2

724,170

necessity of handling the fruit and lifting it | B, B’, to form the sides and ends thereof;

out of the packed baskets and putting it into
a display-basket, for all that he needs to do

18 to break the seal and remove the cover and

his fruit is in as practical a display-basket as
any he can obtain. |
‘The handle A’ can be put inside the side
walls of the basket A, and it is desirable to do
50 when very heavy loadsareto be carried, as
1t affords an additional support for the cover
at this point. I also desire to remark that
by making the handle of extra height the
cover wmh the side arches counld be inserted
under the same and still have some of the
advantages of my invention—namely, that

“the same could be piled two and two-—but

there would of course in this structure be a
waste of material, and the baskets would be
more or less awkward to handle and would
not possess all of the virtues of my strue-
fure.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettels
PPatent, is—

1. The combination of a basket A having
a handle A’; of a top or cover having bands

arches D, D, arranged each side of the han-
dle; and central longltudmal strips C with a
sepa,ra,te piece or card C' to close or seal un-

| der the handle at the center, for the purpose
: speelﬁed

The combination of a basket A having
a- handle A’; of a top or cover having bands
B, B, to form the sides and ends thereof;
arches D, D, arranged each side of the han-
dle; and central longitudinal strips C, for the

‘purpose specified.

3. The combination of a basket having an
arched handle and a cover having a band or
loop adapted to rest on the top of “the basket

and having an open central space to receive
the handle up through the same; and a seal

to extend across the open space under the
handle, for the purpose specified.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand and seal in the presence of two wit-

nesses.
SAMUEL J. DUNKLEY
Witnesses:
ALICE E. HOUGHTON,
OTiS A. EARL.
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