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1o all whom & may concermn:

Be it known that I, ELMER BESSE, a citizen
of the United States, reSIdmﬂ‘at Stro ud in the
county of Lincoln and Terntory of Oklahoma
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in buggy-Steps; and I do declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
sceription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to whleh it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to the
figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention has relation to carriage or
buggy steps; and it consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangement of its parts, as
hereinafter descrlbed

The object of the invention is to provide a
step adapted to be swung up out of the way
when not in use, and consequently the said
step in the short turning of the vehicle can-
not interfere with the spokes of the front
wheels or engage stationary objects—such as
rocks, trees, a,nd shrubbery—on the ground
while the vehicle is in motion, a sunple and
effective means being prowded for offering a

sufficient amount of friction at the plvotal_

point of the step to prevent the same from
falling while the vehicle is in motion.
In the acecompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a perspective view of the step. Fig. 2 is a

side elevation of the step,showing it attached
to the body of the vehicle. Fig. 3 is a side
elevation of the upper end of the lower mem-
ber of the step, showing the position of the
pivotal point of the said member with rela-
tion to the center of the upper curved portion
of said member.

The step consists of the member 1, having
the lugs 2 2 extending in a horizontal plane,

said lucrs being a,dapted to be secured to the

under suie of the body of the vehicle, said
member also having the downwardly-extend-
ing portion 3, having cut in the front of its

sides the recesses 4 4 with curved edges, the

intermediate portion 5geparating the said re-

cesses and forming a tongue, to which the

lower member is pivotally attached. The up-
per end of the lower member 6 is provided
with the bifurcations 7 7, which receive be-
tween them the said tongue 5, the pivot 8
passing laterally through the said bifurca-
tions 7 7 and the tongue 5, thus securing the
members together. When the lower member
6 13 In position as shown in Fig

$ 1, tlhe 1‘6&1‘ 1

edges of the members 1 and 6 come together
at the point 10, and thus the rearward move-

‘ment of the Ele member 6 is limited. The

member 6 is provided with the step 11. The
upper edges of the bifurcations 7 7 are made
on the arc of a cirele; but the perforations re-
ceiving the pivot 8 are set slightly behind the
center of the are deseribed by the upper
edges of the said bifurcations, and conse-
quently when the member 6 is swung up to
the position as shown in Fig. 2 the forward

portions of the upper edges of the bifureca-

tions 7 will engage the surfaces of the recesses
4, thereby offering sufficient friction to hold
the said member 6 in an elevated position and

| preventing the same from dropping while the

vehicleis moving overthe ground. The lower
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end of the member 1 bemﬂ' provided with the .

recesses 4 4, which receive the bifureations
77, and the ends of the pivot 8 being flush
with the sides of the member 6, no projec-
tions are offered which might engage the
clothing of persons using the step, and con-
sequently accident from this causeis avoided.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A step consisting of a member adapted to
be attached to the body of a vehicle, said
member having a downwardly-exten dmo* por-
tion with recesses cut in the forward edcres in
its lower end, and a projecting tongue 1nter-
mediate of said recesses, said recesses having
curved edges, a second member having at its
lower end a step, and at its upper end b1fu1-

cations adapted to enter the recesses of the

first said member and receive between them
said tongue, said bifurcations having their
upper ends made on the arc of a circle, a
pivot passing through the said tongue and
the bifurcations behind the center of the are

of the circle of the upper ends thereof, and:

securing the members together, whereby

when the lower member is swung up, the for-
ward portions of the upper edﬂ'es of the bi-

furcations will engage the curved edges of
the recesses and offer sufficient friction to
hold the lower member in an elevated posi-
tion against the jarring of the vehicle. |
In testimony whereof I affix my signatare
in presence of two witnesses.
ELMER BESSE.
Witnesses: f
W. G. PARDOE,
CHAS. MCLARTY.
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