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- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ANDREW MONAHAN, OF IRONWOOD, MICHIGAN.

GROCERY-BIN. . .

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 724,029, dated March 31, 1903,
| Application filed February 56,1902, Serfal No. 92,713, (Nomodel) A

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW MONAHAN; a.

citizen of the United States, residing at Iron-

- wood, in the county of Gogebic and State of
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Michigan, have invented a new and useful
Grocery-Bin, of which the following is a speci-
fication. . L

Theinvention relates to recsptacles for gro-
ceries, and particularly to a bin provided with
means for feeding the contents thereof into
a4 scoopway from which the contents may be
readily removed without injury thereto, the
same being specially designed for loaf-sugar
and similar frangible materials which are eas-
1ly broken when a scoop is thrust into the
same in the ordinary way.

Further objects and advantages of thi_s in-.
vention will appear in the following deserip--

tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended

claims, it being understood that changes in | . _
| the bin to permit the contents of the main

the form, proportion, and the minor details
of construction may be resorted to without

‘departing from the spirit or sacrificing any of

the advantages of the invention.

In'the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a bin constructed in accordance with
the invention, a portion of the same ‘being
broken away to disclose the interior arrange-
ment. Kig. 2 is a transverse vertical section
of the same. |

Similar reference charactersindicate corre-
sponding parts in both figures of the draw-
Ings, | |

The attachment constituting the essentizl
feature of the invention is applicable to a bin
of any ordinary or well-known construction,
such as that shown in the drawings, wherein
the same consists of a body or box 10, havin g
a removable top or cover 20. Under ordinary
circumstances a bin,-is accessible only from
the top, and in order to remove the contents

1t 18 necessary to force the scoop downward-

into the same, thus breaking or chipping the
blocks of such material as loaf-sugar, with
the result of materially diminishing the value

of the article or at least of the residue when

the main portion of the contents of the bin
has been removed. To avoid this breaking
of the blocks, the bin embodying the invention
18 constructed with a scoopway accessible at

1 end with the body portion of the interior of
the bin, and the partition between the SCOOP-

way and the body portion of the bin is con-
structed of separately and consecutively re-
movable sections or members to facilitate the

Teeding of the contents of the bin into the

scoopway as the stock diminishes.
- In the illnstrated and preferred embodi-

‘ment of the invention a supporting element,

such as a rod or bar 11, is extended through

| the bin from front to rear, and parallel with

this supporting element is arranged a parti-

tion-wall 30, which divides the interior of the
-bin into a reservoir or main receptacle 40 and

a scoopway 50, having an open front end, as
shown at 51, fitted with a movable closure 52.
The wall or partition consists of a series of

separately and consecutively removable mem-

bers 31, provided with brackets or hooks 32
for engaging the support. The wall or par-
tition terminates short of the rear wall of

compartment to feed into the scoopway 50

i around the rear end of the wall or partition,
| and as the stock in the main compartment di-
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Ininishes the rearmost partitions may be re-

moved consecutively to facilitate the feeding
operation; also, the sections of the partition
which are arranged in a vertical position are

interlocked at their adjacent edges by en gag-

ing tongues and grooves. The opening in the
front end of the scoopway provides for the in-
troduction of a scoop, which may be advanced
in contact with the floor of the way, so as to
receive the desired amount of the contents of

30

the bin without coming in contact therewith

In such a manner as to cause breaking or
chipping of the material. - When all of the
partition-sections have been removed, the re-

| mainder of the contents of the bin may be
taken up by a scoop in a manner similar to

that which is possible when, the main com-
partment being full, only a portion of the con-
tents feed into the secoopway.. =

It will be nnderstood. that the attachment,
consisting of the support and the sectional
partition, may be applied to a bin of the ordi-
nary construction, with the result of provid-
ing for the removal of the contents of the bin
without the reduction of the contents thereof,
especially when they consist of lump or loaf

one end and communicating at the opposite | sugar, to a powdered or broken state, which
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obviously is of less value than the whole lump
or loaf stock. -

In practice it is preferred to construct the
bar 11 of a split flooring-board or its equiva-
lent having a tongued upper edge and to ap-
ply the other section of the board having the
oroove therein to the surfaces of the partition-
sections 31 to form the hooks or support-en-
caging device 32. Obviously the engagement
of the groove in the member 32 with the
tongue on the bar or member 11 insures the
proper position of the partition-section in the
box or bin, and by adopting this means for
securing the partition in place the element of
metal in the construction of the bin is prac-
tically eliminated. |

Having described the invention, what is
claimed is— .

1. A bin having a scoopway accessible at
its front end and in communication at its rear
end with the main compartment, said scoop-
way and main compartment being separated
by a sectional partition, of which the sections
are consecubively removable.

9. A bin interiorly divided by a partition to

form a main comparftment, aund a scoopway
accessible atits front end and 1n comm unica-
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tion with the main compartment at its reaf
end, said partition consisting of consecu-

tively-removable sections having their adja-

cent edges interlocked. |

3. A bin interiorly divided by a partition to
form a main compartment and a scoopway
accessible atits front end and in communieca-
tion at its rear end with the main compart-
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ment, said partition consisting of a series of

consecutively-removable sections, and a sup-
port with which said sections are engaged.

4. A bininteriorly divided by a partition to
form a main compartment and a scoopway
accessible at its front end and in communica-
tion at its rear end with the main compart-
ment, and a support extending from front to
rear within said bin, the partition consisting
of a series of consecutively-removable sec-
tions provided with brackets for engagement
with said support. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
ANDREW MONAHAN.
Witnesses:
JouN N. PETERSON,
JNO. J. SHEA.
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