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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM CHALMERS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at San -
Francisco, in the county of San Francisco and’

5 State of California, haveinvented certain new
and uvsefnl Improvements in Locks and Es-
cutcheons Therefor, of which the following is.

a specification. -

My invention relates to improvements in |
locks and escutcheons, the object of my in-
vention being to provide means for facili-

10

tating the insertion of keys in the keyholes
thereof. --

Delay and dif.;:iculty- are often exper_ienced

15 in inserting a key into the escutcheon of “a
door orinto the keyhole of a trunk-lock, pad-

lock, or other lock. This delay arises from

the difficulty of immediately securing the ex-

act alinement of the pin of the key with the

20 ‘keyhole.
The object of my invention is to remove
this difficulty. I obtain this object by the
construction, combination; and arrangement
~of parts hereinafter fully specified, and par-

ticularly pointed out in the claim.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

-a frontelevation of an escutcheon embod ying

-my invention. Fig. 2 is a rear view. TFig. 3
1S a section on the line B B of Fig. 1.
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- resents an escutcheon, 2 being the hole for

the door-handle and 3 the keyhole.

form of escutecheon the keyhole is located

below the handle, and in this position to in-

sert the key in said keyhole necessitates
~ either stooping down to aline the key with the
- keyhole by the sense of vision or the use of
the left hand to guide the key into the keyhole
by the sense of touch, or, as a third alterna-
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40
key about on the escutcheon until said key
coincides with the keyhole therein.. In my
improvement I form a guide which surrounds
the keyhole with its curved apex or middle
portion 5, while the terminal portions 6 di-
verge downwardly to form guiding sides to
guide the pin of the kev into alinement with
the corresponding portion of the keyhole. It
will be observed that with this construction

50 1f the person desiring to unlock the door |

Referring to Fig. 1 of the drawings, 1 rep- |

In this i

tive, it necessitates some delay in moving the

'""p'la,cés the pin of the key against the escuteh-
eon at any point thereof below the Keyhole

and then moves the key upward the pin of

“the key will strike the sloping under side 6

of the guide and will be guided upward into 55

‘the curved apex 5 thereof, when it will aline -

with the corresponding portion of the keyhole.
Thus the key can be inserted in the keyhole
lnstantaneously and with substantially no at-
tention on the part of the person unlocking 6o
the door. T

-Owing to the thin material from which es-
catcheons are generally formed, the guide is
very cheaply and substantially formed by de-
pressing or sinking that portion of the plate 65
below the remaining portion, as shown at 7,

-and forming the keyhole 3 in said depressed

portion. Ip this mannerthe walls 6 are con-

-tinuous with the plate and also with the bot- _
‘tom, thereby forming a very strong structure, 7o

while by having the bottom flush or even with
the inner edges of the flanges of the plate the

+ bottom will rest against the side of the door

and be strengthened thereby, as it will bear
any strain or pressure that may be placed 75
upon it. By stamping the guide in the plate
when it is being otherwise fashioned the
formation of the guide will add nothing to
the cost. | |
I claim— o
- Anescutcheon-plate having formed therein
a hole for the door-handle and a portion de-
pressed or stamped therein and a keyhole in
sald depressed portion, the periphery of said
depressed portion being a closed curve and 83
forminga guiding-shoulderleading upwardly,
the lower portion of said shoulder being re-

'8:::'

i mote from the keyhole while the upper end

of sald shoulderis carried closely around the
part of the keyhole which receives the pin, go
to guide the pin of the key thereto, substan-
tially as deseribed. -

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

‘hand in the presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses. | | L
_ WILLIAM CHALMERS,
Witnesses: | o

FrRANCIS M. WRIGHT,
CECELIA POWNING.
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