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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, FERDINAND DBIRCH-
BAUER, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Baltimore, in the State of Mary-
Iand, have invented certain Improvements in
Bottle-Destr oying Stoppers, of which the fol-

 lowing is a specification.
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Thle invention is-an improvement in bot-
tles, and relates more especially to that class

in which the sealed contents cannot be re-

moved without first destroying the bott-le-or
breaking off a part of same.

The primary object of the invention 1s to
provide a bottle for dispensing high-gradeliq-
nors, &ec., and so that the original contents
cannot be removed without destroying the
bottle sufficiently to prevent the same from
being refilled with a spurious article and sold

as the goods of the original proprietor.

The mventlen contemplates the provision
of a bottle and stopper of such construction

that after the bottle is filled and the stopper

inserted the contents cannot be removed with-
out first breaking off a part of the mouth of
the bottle to releese the cork, the locking de-
vice for the cork including means for prying
off the said breakable part of the mouth and
for pulling the cork. |

With the foregoing objects in view the In-
vention consists in the combination, with a

bottle the mouth of which isprovided with op-
posite slots, of a cork-carrier having a part

which enters the slots and by which a part of

the mouth of the bottle is broken off, together

with means for locking the cork-carrierin en-

oaocement with the breakable part of the

mouth of the bottie.

The invention further eonsists in the par-
ticular construction of the bottle and cork-
carrier, all as hereinafter fully deseribed, and
more specifically set forth in the appended
claims. |

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, qure 1 18 a siae
elevation of a bottle and stopper constructed
in accordance with my invention. Fig. 2isa

sectional view. Fig. 3isa detail view 7 of the
cork-carrier or stenper device. -
Similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts in the several views of the drawings.
In carrving out my invention the npper rend
or mouth a of the bottle A is preferably en-

|

part that the eork carrier engages.

per end or mouth of the bottle.

larged or thickened and provided at opposite
sides with vertical slots a', which extend the
full length of the thickened portion or mouth
and divide the mouth into two parts band b,

one being somewhat smaller than the other

Thesmaller portion b of the mouth isintended
to be broken off, and it is therefore with this
To this
end the part b of the mouth is provided in-
ternally with a noteh b2, and with said notch
aspring-catchon the cork-carrier (hereinafter
described) engages. The neck of the bottle
is slichtly tapered, as is usual, so that the
cork may be fitted tightly in the same.

The cork-carrier C con31sts of a barc, hav-
ing upper and lower disks ¢’ and c?, respec-
twely, and below the lower disk T pro-
vided with a screw c¢* for engagement with
the corks. When the corkis epplied 1t bears
against the disk ¢? so that the required pres-
sure may be eterted on said cork when in-
serting-it in the bottle.
such relative size as to fit snugly in the up-
To this cork-
carrier is attached a spring-cateh d, which is

adapted to spring into enﬂeﬂ'ement with the

notch 6%, hereinbefore referl ed to, and hold
the cork-carrler and cork firmly and securely
in the neck of the bottle and so that the same
cannot be removed without first breaking off
the part with which the said catch engages.

It will be here understood, however, that
though I have showna spring-eeteh engeging
a notch in the part b any suitable locking de-

The upper disk isof
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vice between the cork-carrier and sald part

b may be employed whereby the cork-carrier
isheld in positive engagement with the break-
able part of the bottle

In addition to the cateh d the cork-carrier
is provided with a pivoted lever 2 having flat
portions, which enter the slots o', and a hen-
dle terminating in a grasping portlon ¢, the
latter being cuwed so as to lie closely eﬂ'emst

The lever is pivoted
in a recess in the cork-carrier and 1s held in
either of its vertical positions by means of

| spring members f f, bearing against the flat

sides thereof. In the present instance these
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the neck of the bettle when the parts are in
their normal position.

100

spring members are the terminal portionsof

the catch d. It willbe understood, however,
that it is not necessary that the lever be pro-




10O

I5

20

25

30

35

4y
=

vided with the spring members for holding it |

in any position, ag it will be held dowuward

as in Fig. 1, by the engagement of the flat
sides with the sides of the slots a'.

- T'he operation of opening a bottle provided
with my improved stopper will be readily un-
derstood, for it is only necessary toswing the
handle end of the lever outward, which will
brealk off the part b of the mouth of the bot-
tle, releasing the catch of the cork-carrier,
and then by swinging said lever up, as indi-
cated in dotted hnes, Fig. 1,1t may be used
as the means for pulling the cork. The op-

eration of opening the bottle can be quickly

and conveniently accomplished, for after the
cork-carrier is released it becomes a cork-
puller.

The devices by which the cork is securely
locked in the neck of the bottle are all lo-
cated above the cork, and therefore at no time
do they come in eontaet with the contents of
the bottle, and though ordinarily there is a
clean break atthe junctureof the part b with
theneck of the bottlethe cork will prevent any
particles entering the bottle in case the part
should not break off properly, and such par-
ticles will then be removed by the cork. Only

‘a small part of the mouth is removed, and suf-

ficient remains to provide a spout for pour-
ing out the contents.

The cork-carrier or lock is extremely sim-
ple, consisting of only three parts, and can
be made and sold at very small expense, and
a8 this cork-carrier is not destroyed or in-
jured in any way in opening a bottle provided
with same it can be used over and over
again; but inasmuch as it requires a bottle

| of specml construction could not be used by

40

15

50

unauthorized parties-—in other words,the bot-
tle is destroyed to show that it has been
opened, while the cork-carrier is uninjured.
The device is especially adapted for bottles
which contain high-grade liquors, so as to seal
ithe contents and prevent same from being
removed and bottle refilled without desbroy-—
ing the bottle, and the fact that the bottle
was destroyed would be plain evidence that
1t had been opened. This device will there-

fore protect both the proprietor of a high-
grade liquor and his customers.
Having thus described my invention, I

claim-—

1
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1. The combination, of a bottle the mouth -

of which is provided with slots forming a
breakable portion, a cork-carrier, and lock-
ing means between the cork - carrier and

mouth of the bottle.

2. The combination with a bottle having
slots to provide a breakable portion, of a
cork-earrier, and locking means between the
cork-carrier and said breakable portion of
the bottle.

3. The combination with a bottle having
slots providing a breakable portion, of a cork-
carrier, locl{mn* means between the cork-car-
rier and sald breakable portion, and means
for withdrawing the cork- caulel

4. The combination with a bottle having
slotsproviding a breakable portion, of a cor k-
carrier, loeking means between the cork-car-
rier and said breakable portion, and means
carried by the cork-carrier for prying off the
aforesaid breakable portion of the bottle.

5. The cowmbination with a bottle having
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slots providing a breakable portion, of acork- 73

carrier, locking means between the cork-car-
rier and sald bleaka,ble portion, and a bar or
lever on the cork-ecarrier and extending
through the slots and adapted to remove the
breakable portion of the bottle.

6. The combination with a bottle havmfr
slots providing a breakable portion, of a 0011{-
carrier, lockmﬂ' means between the cork-car-
rier and bleakable portion, and a bar or le-
ver pivoted to the cork-carrier and extending
through the slots and beyond the bottle pro-
Vlded Wlth a handle.

The combination with a bottle having
slots providing a breakable portion, of a cork-
carrier consisting of a bar havmfr upper and

lower disks and a screw below the lower disk,

sald screw being adapted to receive the cmk
a catch on the bar adapted to engage the
breakable portion of the bottle, a lever piv-
oted to the bar and having an exbended end
forming a handle, and spring members bear-
ing agamst the bar or lever, substantmlly as
shown and for the purpose set forth. |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.
FERDINAND BIRCHBAUER.
Witnesses:
WiLLiAM H. BERRY,
MURRAY HANSON.
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