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To all whom tt may concerw:

Be it known that I, FLOYD J. SMITH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Toledo,
in the county of Lucasand Stateof Ohio, have

s invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Skirt-Supporters and Shirt-W aist
Holders; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such-as will enable others

10 skilled in the art to which it appertains to

make and use the same. | |
My invention has reference to a skirt-sup-

porter and shirt-waist holder of the class in

which a flexible band is adapted to encircle

1 the waist of the wearer and to support a plate

provided with engaging points designed toen-
ter the fabric of the skirt and the waist and
hold them in their respective positions.

The invention consists of an elongated

20 plate adapted to be secured 1n position by a

flexible band and having a series of engaging
points extending from opposite faces of the

plate to engage the skirt and the waist for a.

considerable distance around the waist-line,

25 and at intervals along each series of engag-

ing points the plate 1s

permit of bending the same to conform to the

curvature of the waist of the wearer. -

The nature of my invention will be under-

30 stood from the drawings which-accompany
and form part of this specification.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective |

of a preferred form of plate which I employ
in carrying out my invention. Fig.21satop
35 plan view of the plate, showing the same in

full lines before bending and in dotted lines

after being bent to conform to the curvature

of the waist. Fig. 3 is a section of the plate

on line z «, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 shows a modified

40 form of plate which embodies my invention.
Fig. 5 is a section of the same on line ¥ .

Referring to the parts, the invention com-

prises an elongated resilient: plate 1, con- |

structed of suitable resilient sheet ‘metal.
45 The same is provided with slots 2 to secure the
ends of a flexible band 3, adapted to encircle
the waist of the wearer and secure the plate
in position. In the preferred form of my in-

vention (illustrated in Figs. 1, 2, and 3) the
so upper edge of the plate is bent forward and
downward and provided with closely - ar-

slotted vertically to

|

|
1

‘tice.in this class of devices, the
‘arranged at distances apart, the tabric of the

T

portions, respectively,

ranged teeth or serrations 5, adapted to en-
aage the fabrie of the waist. Inlike manner

“the lower edge of the plate is bent rearward

and upward and provided with teeth 6, adapt-

od to engage the fabric of the skirt.

7 represents vertical slots provided at In-
tervals along the upper and lower margins of

the plate to permit of bending the plate, as
shown in dotted lines, Kig. 2.

The advan-
tace of a maximum number of engaging
points for engagement of the plate with the

fabric will beapparent. W ere only a few en-

points provided, as 18 & common prac-

gaging i
same being

skirt and the waist would beliable toinjury by
tearing. Furthermore, as the engaging points

‘are arranged along the margins of the bent
-portions

provided at the top and bottom of
the plate if the slots 7 were nob provided at
intervals along said bent portions the plate
would be rigid and unfit for use.

- In the modified form of plate shown in Figs.
4.and 5 the bent portions of the plate pro-

vided with teeth are stamped from the inte-
rior of the sheet-metal blank forming the

plate, the upper and lower margins of the

and below the bent

thereby overcoming
The plate

plate extending above

the tendeney of the plate to tilt.

-is-also provided with slots to permit of bend-

ing the same to conform to the curvature of

the waist. |
It will be seen that I have provided a skirt-

supporter and shirt-waist holder which 18
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inexpensive in construction, effective in its

application, and one In which the danger of
tearing either the

fabric of the skirt or the

waist is reduced {0 & minimum. |
Having deseribed my invention, what I

go

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent

of the United States, 1s—

1. In a skirt-supporter and shirt - waist

holder, an elongated plate having longitudi-
nal bent portions extending from the front
and rear faces thereof, each provided with
closely - arranged marginal serrations, salid
bent portions having vertical slots arranged
at intervals along the same to permit of bend-
ing the plate to conform to the curvature of

the waist, as set forth.
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2. In a skirt-supporter and shirt- waist
holder, an elongated plate having its upper
edge bent forward and downward and pro-
vided with closely-arranged marginal serra-
tions, and its lower edge bent rearward and

~upward and also provided with marginal ser-

rations and having vertical slots arranged at
Intervals along said bent portions, substan-
tially as shown and for the purpose set forth.

5. In a skirt-supporter and shirt- waist
holder, an elongated plate having longitudi-

nal bent portions extending from the front

792,921

| and rear faces thereof, each provided with

closely-formed marginal serrations, and hav-
ing vertical slots arranged at intervals along
sald bent portions, the bent portions being

stamped from the interior of the sheet-metal
plate, as set forth. :
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witpesses.
FLOYD J. SMITH.
Witnesses:
CARL H. KELLER,
RaLpra B. EDGAR.
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