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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

IANS NIKOLAISEN, OF EARLVILLE, ILLINOIS.

STIRRUP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 722,877, dated March 17, 19083.
Application filed October 27, 1902, Serial No. 128,069, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, HANS NIKOLAISEN, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Harl-
ville, in the county of Lasalle and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new-and use-
ful Improvements in Stirrups; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exaet description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention is an improved safety-stir-
rup; and it consists in the peculiar construe-
tion and combination and arrangement of

devices hereinafter described and claimed.
The object of my invention is to provide a.

stirrup with a guard for retaining the foot of
the rider in the stirrup under ordinary con-
ditions, which guard is adapted to automat-
ically open the outer side of the stirrup-frame
when the foot of the rider ceases to press on
the stirrup, as in the event of the rider’s
falling from the horse or being thrown, where-
by the danger of being dragged by the stirrup
18 avoided. *

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a stirrup embodying my
improvements, the guard being shown 1in ele--
vated position in full lines and in a lowered

position in dotted lines; and Fig. 2 is a rear
elevation of the same. _ -
The foot-piece 1 and frame 2 of the stirrap
may be either of the form shown or of any
other suitable form or construction. The
outer side of the frame of the stirrup, above
the foot-piece, is open, and on the outer side
of the foot-piece is a pivoted guard 3. The
same is here shown as secured on a shaft 4,
which hasits bearing in one side of the frame
and is provided at its inner end with a crank
5, which operates in an opening 6, formed mid-
way, or substantially so, in the foot-piece.
On the said erank is mounted a tread device
7, which is here shown as a tread-wheel hav-
ing a corrugated or roughened periphery.
The weight of the guard 3 is such that the
same more than counterbalances the tread
device, so that when the latter is not de-
pressed by the foot of the rider the guard
drops tothelowered position, (shownin dotted
lines in Fig. 1,) thereby opening the outerside
of the stirrup and releasing the same auto-
matically from the foot of the rider, and
hence avoiding the possibility of his being

| NesSses.

I dragged in the event that he falls oris thrown

from his mount. A stop 8 is here shown,
which projects from the outer side of the stud
at a suitable distance below the guard 3 and
is engaged by the latter when the same 1s
sufficiently lowered to open the outer side of
the stirrup. | |

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction, operation, and advantages
of my invention will be readily apparent, it
is thought,without requiring a more extended
explanation.

I do not desire to limit myself to the pre-
cise construction and combination of devices
here shown and deseribed, as it is evident
that modifications may be made therein with-
out departing from the spirit of my invention
and within the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to protect by
Letters Patent, is—

1. Astirrup having a pivoted weighi-guard
and a tread device connected thereto to main-
tain the guard in elevated position when
pressed by the foot of the rider and to release
the guard when the foot-pressure is removed,
substantially as described.

2. :A stirrup having a frame with an open-
ing in one side above the foot-piece, a pivoted
cuard at the said side of the frame to project
above the foot-piece, and a tread device con-
nected thereto and counterbalanced thereby,
whereby when said tread device is relieved of
the foot-pressure of the rider, said pivoted
ouard is turned automatically to clear said
opening, substantially as described.

3. A stirrup having a pivoted counterbal-
ancing guard provided with a crank, and a
tread device carried by the crank, substan-
tially as described.

4. A stirrup having a pivoted counterbal-
ancing guard on one side thereof provided
with a crank, and a tread device carried by
and revoluble on the crank, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

HANS NIKOLAISEN,
Witnesses: R -
WIiLIAM KOSSERT,

GEORGE S. WILEY.
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