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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILBUR F. HEDSTROM, OF LOS ANGELES,

o
CALIFORNIA.

ELECTRICAL MASSAGE APPARATUS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 722,_841 , dated March 17, 1903.

Application filed December 8, 1902, Serial No. 134,408.

(No model.)

To all whom tt mnay concern:
Be it known that I, WILBUR F. HEDSTROM,

a citizen of the Umted States, residing atLos

Angeles, in the county of Los A_nﬂ*eles and -

Sta,te of California, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Rlectrical Massage
Apparatus, of which the followmﬂ' is a specl-
fication. :

My invention relates to an instrument de-

signed for medical treatment of the scalp,
face, and body; and the objects thereof are
to produce a simple and effective 1nstrument
which when connected in an electric mrcmt
of which some portion of the body forms a
part may be used by the individual to apply
an electric current to the part of the body
being treated and at the same time to apply.
thereto any desired pressure and fto qmckly
change sach pressure and current to a differ-
ent pmtwn of the body. Iaccomplish these
objects by the device described herein and
illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part hereof, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of massage ap-
paratus. Fig. 2 is a plan of the same, show-
ing it connected to a source of electrical en-
ergy. Figs. 3and 4 are respectively an end
and a plan of a detachable pressure-shield.

In the drawings, A represents metallie tips
which are fastened upon the ends of wires B,
which wires are joined together at C and ex-
tend as a single wire D to the binding-post
K, to which it isremovably connected. These
wires are shown in dotted lines in Figs. 1 and
2. Wires B are covered by a suitable insula-
tion F and with the tips form what I term
the “‘fingers” of my apparatus. The rear
portion of wires B and wire D are covered by
a removable handle G, which is also some
non-conducting substance, such as wood or
hard rubber. Tn the drawings these insulat-
ing-envelops are not shown by the technical
representation of solid black, because it
would prevent the illustration in dotted lines
of the wires that run from the binding-post
to the metallic tip. I have shown three tips,

as that number can be easily moved through
the hair and produces very satisfactory re-
sults in the treatment of the scalp. Any
other number may be used. The ends of
these tips may be of any suitable shape to

| run through the hair and contact with sealp

easily. When used for treating other parts
of the body, I prefer to cover the tips with a
resilient metallic shield H, which is held upon
the tips by the resﬂl_eutpressu re of the shield.

The purpose of this shield is to enable me to
applv the electric current over a greater sur-
face than would eome in contact with the
tips and also to enable me to exert a pressure
on a larger area than would be covered by
the ends of the tips. - -

" In the use of my apparatus 1 electrically
connect it with one pole of a source of elec-
trical energy, preferably with a battery I,
and to the other pole of the battery or other
source of electrical energy I electrically con-
nect an electrode J. These electrical con-
nections are preferably flexible insulated
wires. In one hand I hold the electrode and
orasp the handle of the apparatus with the
other, and if the scalp is to be treated I rap-
idly move the tips over 1t and apply a pres-
sure thereto at the same time. When treat-
ing the other parts of the body, I prefer to
cover the tips with the shield for the reasons
hereinbefore set forth. 1 prefer that the ap-
paratus be moved rapidly, as the electric cur-
rent induces a free capillary circulation and
at the same time strengthens and stimulates
the circulatory nerves. DBy the rapid motion
of the device danger of causing congestion of
the blood vessels of the skin is avoided, and
the pressure, combined with the electric cur-
rent, aids in causing the dislodgment of any
dead tissue of the skin or parts adjacent
thereto. |

Having described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. An electrical massage apparatus com-
prising a plurality of metallic tips, wires con-
necting said tips with a binding-post; an in-
sulating-cover for said wires.

2. In an electrical massage apparatus in
combination a plurality of metallie tips; wires
connecting said tips with a binding-post; an

insulating-cover for said wires; resilient me-

tallic pressure-shield adapted to be sprung
upon said metallic tips.
3. In an electrical massage apparatus in

combination a plurality of metallic tips; a
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binding-post; a battery; an electrode; insu- | ing said fingers except at the t1ps, a binding- o
lated eovered wires electmcally connectmﬂ* post eonnected to the wire in the handle.
sald several parts. In witness that I claim the foregoing I have

4, In an electrical massage apparatus in | hereunto subseribed my name thls 2(1 day of
¢ combination, aninsulating-handle; a metallic | December, 1902.

wire extending thérethrough, and branching WILBUR F. HEDSTROM.
at its forward end into a plurality of fingers | Witnesses:
or prongs; metallic tips on the front end of . E. HARPHAM,

said fingers; insulating material surround- M. C, NICKELESON.
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