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To all whom Tt may corcerm: |

Be it known that I, CHARLES FLEISCH-
HAUER, residing at Strang, in the county ot
Fillmore and State of Nebraska, have 1n-
vented certain useful Improvements in buar-
olar-Proof Express-Cars; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use.the same, rei-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to a new and novel
improvement in burglar-proof express-cars.

The object of my invention is to provide &
compartment within an express-car which
shall offer protection to the attendant in

charge of the express-safe.

Intheacecompanying drawingsl haveshown
in Figure 1 a plan view of an express-car pro-
vided with my improvement. Fig. 2 shows
the conning-tower as elevated, while Fig. o
shows a detail of the conning-tower.

In express-cars as usually constructed there
is no provision made for the safety of the ex-
press messenger, and it is a common thing for
highwaymen todynamite a portion of the car
to wreck the same, when the express messen-
cer may be easily covered with firearms in
the hands of the highwaymen, so that the ex-
press messenger is practically at their merey.
In my invention I aim to provide a means
whereby the messenger may be partially pro-

tected and further be provided with means of

escape and retaliation. -

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents an ordinary express-car which 1s pro-
vided with my protective appliance. This
comprises, first, a transverse wall B, which
is provided at a snitable point with the door-
opening a, the ends of this wall B being flared
forward, as is shown at b b, and made to end
immediately in front of one of the sliding
doors 1 and 3, as-is shown. These sliding
doors 1, 2, 3, and 4 are common to all express-

cars.

with a suitable door 5 5, seeured by hinges 6.
These doors are made to open outward. Posi-
tioned adjacent the central door-opening a,
within the transverse wall B, are the sliding
doors77. Extending atright angles and lon-
oitudinally within the car are the stub wall |

of a bolt or other suitable cateh.

Each flared wall portion b is provided |

| members 8 8, as is clearly shown in Fig. 1,

which are- provided with the peep-openings .
These wall portions 8 8 form a narrow pas-
sage and from which extends laterally in op-
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posite directions the wall member or portions

10 10, which terminate near the side of the
car and then continue in the wall members
12, again running lengthwise with the car.

6o

One of these wall members 12 1s provided

with the door 13, opening outward, supported

‘by means.of a hinge 14 and provided with a

bolt 15, as shown. Continuing from these
counterpart parallel-extending wall members
12 12 are the end wall members 16 16, which

by means of the portions 17 17 and 18 form an

approximately rectangular inclosure, which
may be entered through the doors 7 7. The
central wall member 18 is also provided with
a slot = in the shape of a peep-opening sufii-
cientso that a pistol-barrel may be projected
through the same. Skirting this inner wallis
an outer wall, composed of the transversed

wall B, the wall portions b, the two side por-

tions C, and the end portion D, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1. All these wall portions are
preferably made of thin sheet metal. It will
be noticed that by meansof these wallsa com-
plete inner passage P i3 provided around the

‘inner structure. This passage-way P’ may be
entered through the door 13 within one of the

side doors 12 or through either one of the doors
5, which-are provided with any suitable lock-
ing mechanism, as shown at 20 in the form
It will fur-
ther be noticed thatan enlargementis formed
centrally within the car between the lower
wall D and the intermediate wall portion 18,

and within this enlargement is held a con-

ning-tower F. (Shown in detail in Kig. 3.)
This conning-tower (referring now to Fig. 3)
is provided upon opposite sides with the open-
ings f, so that a person within the car may
readily pass about the inner passage P At
a suitable point within this conning-tower I
is provided a platform 21, upon which an op-
erator may stand to bring himself in aline-
ment with the peep-holes x within this.con-
ning-tower, as is disclosed in Kigs. 2 and 3.
This tower is made of light sheet-steel and
is of a height so that the top of this tower
H is in alinement with the deck of the car.
This top H by means of the hinge 23 is tilt-
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ably secured to the tower and is secured by | the messenger could without raising the coti-

means of a suitable bolt 24. This tower is
of a weight so that it may be readily raised
by one man. In order to do this, at a suit-
able point the conning-toweris prowded with
the ear 25, (shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2,)

to which is secured a strand or cable 26, pass-

ing over a suitable pulley 27. When raised
to its highest position, the conning-tower is
secured by meansof a bolt 28, passing under
the same. Suitable rails 30 30 are secured to
the car to guide this conning-tower in being
raised and 1owered Now should a ¢ar pro-
vided with my attachment be held up the op-
erator or express messenger would be within
a double sheet-steel mclosure and have an
opportunity to cover the doors 1 and 2 in
shooting through the peep-opening x within
the same, or if the attack were from the op-

posite sude he wounld run around the passage
P and cover the doors 3 and 4 in shooting
through the door 5 upon the opposite side.

As there are usually two messengers in a car,
one could be stationed within each end of the
passage P. Should it be desirable for the
messengers to escape from the passage P, they
might do so through the doors 5 5. If the
robbers had gained an entrance into the car,

the messenger upon being ordered could

throw open the doors 7 7 and after the rob-
bers had entered could lock the same by
means of the bolts 32, which would be placed

- within the sliding doors, so that the rob-
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bers that had entered the inclosure would
be caged within the same and could then be
covered by the operator in firing through the
slots & within the wall members 12 12 or
through the slot within bhe intermediate wall
18.
row openings could possibly be shot through
the wall-sections 8 8. Should it be desired t to
make an attempt to cover the hlghwaymen
outside of the car, the operator would raise
the conning-tower F and with his repeater at-
tempt to shoot the highwaymen upon the
side. e would, of course, be practically pro-

tected in doing this within the said steel con-
Should it further be desirable, |

ning-tower.

|

The robbers 1in passing through the nar- |

' ning-tower and without attraceting any atten-

tiou throw back the same, and thus get upon

' the deck of the car or upon any other part of

the train through which in the darkness he
might drive off the highwaymen. The mes-
senger would most likely be within the inner
inclosure I, from which at the first notice of
alarm he would escape through the door 13
into the passage P. These express-cars are
usually provided with the platform 40, having
the steps 41 and the railings 42, as shown.

Theinvention is exceedmﬂ'ly mmple and in-
expensive and provides a means at a small
cost which will very greatly increase the
safety of transporting articlesin express-cars.

Having thus described my said invention,
what I ¢laim as new, and desire to secure by
United States Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination in an express-car, of a
transverse wall, provided with central doors
and doors at each end, with an inner inclo-
sure providing a passage-way entirely around
the same, and thé conning-tower within said
passage-way adapted to be raised and low-
ered.

2. In an express-car the combmatwn with
a transverse wall, of an interior four-sided
wall, door-openings within said interior wall

-and said transverse wall, said interior wall

forming interior passage, a door within said

. mterlor wall and a conning-tower extending

from said passage through the deck of the car.
3. In an express-car a transverse wall pro-
vided with a central and two end doors, an
interior four-sided wall terminating adjacent
said central door toform an interior passage,
a door within said interior wall, peep-open-
ings within said interior and said transverse
walls, a conning-tower held within said inte-
rior passage, means to raise said conning-
tower and a removable top secured to sald
conning-tower.
Swned in the presence of two witnesses.
CHAS. FLEISCHHAUER.
Witnesses:
J. E. MILLER,
D. W. Simwms.
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