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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

- Beit known that I, DANIEL SCARBOROUGH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Me-
ridian, in the county of Lauderdale, State of
Mississippi, have invented certain mew and
useful Improvements in Folding Bookcases,
of which the following is a specification, ref-

~erence being had therein to the accompany-

10

I5

20

25

30

ing drawings.

Thisinvention relates to folding bookecases,
and particularly to a structure wherein the
sections are adapted to fold upon each other,
and thus thoroucrhly protect the parte for
transportation.

The invention has for an ob,]eet to prowde

an improved construction of parts wherein
the shelves may be pivoted at their rear to
fold against the back and the sides of the
case folded upon the shelves, so that when
the two sections of the back are folded upon

each other-all of the parts of the case are com- | po

pletely inclosed and protected against injury.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide improved means for adjustably securing
the shelves at different distances apart and
forholding the end sections of the case against
movement relative to the shelves.

Other and further objects and advantages
of the invention will be hereinafter set forth
and the novel featuree thereof deﬁned by the

~appended claims.
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In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
of the case open for use; Fig. 2, a similar de-
tail view of the case folded for transportation;
Fig. 3, a detail perspective of one end of one
of the shelves; Fig. 4, a similar view of one
of the securing and pivoting bolts shown in
Fig. 3; IFig. 5, a detail elevation of the latch

‘extending across the joint between the back

sections of the case; Fig. 6, a detail perspec-
tive of the hinge for these back sections and
the central partition when opened; Fig. 7, a
similar view of one end of a shelf having the
securing means thereon for holding the end
sections against movement; Fig. 8, a detail
perspective of the hinge between the back
sections and partition, showing its position

when folded as in Fig. 2, the sectlons being

indicated by dotted lmes, Fig. 9, a em:ula,r
view of the pintle and its socket at the rear

of the shelf shown in Fig. 7, and Fig. 10 a
similar view of the lockmn'-lug at the front

1 of the shelf shown in Fig. 7 With ifs roceliv-
ing-socket.

Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several figures of the drawings.
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The letter A designates the back sections

of a bookecase, two or more of which .may be

used, as found most desirable, and they may
be of any desired size or configuration. These
sections are provided at each end with a fixed

‘end strip A’, extending at right angles there-

to, and at. theu meeting edges Wlth corre-
sponding strips A?, the Tatter of which are
pivoted together by means of a main strap-
hinge and ‘the double butt-hinge B, (shown
by detail in Figs. 6 ard 8,) said double hinge
being provided with leaves B’ to be secured

to the free end of each of the strips A* and

at the edge of one of the leaves an enlarged
leaf B* is pivoted and adapted to be secured
to the central partition-board C. At the op-
site end strips A’ end boards C? are pivot-
ally secured by any desired form of hinge, as
shown at C? while each thereof is provided
with apertures C’ in alinement with similar
apertures C* in the partition C to receive the
holding means for thé shelves D'and permit
the adjustmentof these shelves at relative dis-
tances apart. For the purpose of preventing
any movementof the end boards C' relative to
the ends of the shelves a socket 'C® as shown
in Fig. 10, is secured thereto oppOSIte the end
of one or more of the shelves, and the shelf
in alinement with said socket is provided with
a lug C% carried by a plate C%;secured upon
the end of the shelf, adapted to engage the
socket. The lug may be of any desued con-
struction, but is preferably. of the T-head
shown, adapted to engage behind the flanges
C8 of the socket. When this securmﬂ-luﬂ' is
used at the forward end of the shelf, a slid-
ing bolt E is located at the rear end the1 eof.

Thie bolt engages one of the sockets A’in the

end strips A’ or one of the recesses A*in the
strips A% as shown in Fig. 9. The opposite
end of the shelf is provided with a similar
lug C° at its forward edge and a similar bolt
E at its rear, adapted to engage one of the se-
ries of apertures A* provided in the strips
A? or a similar aperture AS, provided in the
strips A'. These lugs and sockets are pref-
erably used at the forward ends of the top
and bottom shelves, the remaining shelves
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being provided at both ends with bolts K to |

enter apertures A* and A’ in the strips and.

apertures C* and C* in the ends and parti-

tion, respectively.

I haveillustrated in Fig. 4 a preferred form.

of bolt comprising an angular plate E?, hav-
ing a slot E® in one arm thereof, and a bolt
E4, passing through the end of the plate and

the same.

For the purpose of securing the end sec-
tions A2 of the case in alinement with each
other when opened, as in Fig. 1, a latch or
hasp F is provided, which is pivoted at one
end upon thestrap F' of a main hinge F®and
provided at its free end with a slot F?, adapted
to pass over a staple F3, carried by the oppo-
site strap IF¢, said hasp being provided with a
pivoted finger F%, adapted to extend through
the staple and secure the parts in alinement
with each other, as shown in Fig. 5. The
main hinge F® securely holds the sections of
the case and bhraces the strips A%

For the purpose of securing the free ends
of the case together when folded a hook G
of any desired form may be pivoted to one
section of theback, asshownat G', and adapt-
ed to engage an eye %, secured to the oppo-
site section, as shown in Fig. 2.

It may be stated that the fastening-lugs
for the end sections need only be applied to
one or two of the shelves, and the remaining
shelves may be provided with thesliding bolts
K at both the front and rear of each end, so
that they are readily detachable for adjust-
ment when desired.

When the case is open, as shown in Fig. 1,
it provides a maximum ecapacity for books
and is of a light and rigid construction.
W hen it is desired to fold the case, the shelves

- D are folded against the back by lifting the
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forward end of the shelf, as shown at the

right of Fig. 1, which releases the end board, .

and when all of the shelves have been folded
against the back the end and partition
boards are folded inward upon the shelves.
The latch or hasp between the sections of the
back will be disconnected and these sections
folded upon each other, as shown in FKig, 2,
when they may be secured together by the

- hook G, thus storing the parts of the shelves

6o

within a very small space, permitting the
same to be readily transported, yet retalning
them in their proper relative position for use
as soon as the case is opened. It will thus

be seen that the invention presenis a very

convenient bookcase, which may be crated
within itself for transportation and is patr-
ticularly adapted for the needs of professional
men, such as ministers, who are frequently

obliged to change their place of residence and

need at all times a convenient case for re-
ceiving reference and other books compris-
ing their library. It will be observed that
the construction of the connection between

s
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while the double hinge used in the center of
the case permits the folding of the partition

C and effectually conceals the parts of the

hinge when the case is in use. |
It will be obvious that changes may be
made in the details of construction and con-

figuration without departing from the spirit
| of the invention as defined by the appended
provided with a finger-piece E° for operating

claims. . |

Having described my invention and set
forth its merits, what I claim, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— |

1. In afolding bookcase, independent back
sections provided with lateral strips at their
meeting edges pivoted to fold toward each
other, end boards pivoted to said sections,
and shelves pivoted at their inner edges 1o
each of said sections to fold against said back
sections; substantially as specified. .

2. In afolding bookease, independent back
sections pivoted to fold toward each other,

end boards pivoted to said sections, shelves

pivoted at their inner edges to fold against

said back sections, and a central partition
pivoted to the back sections to fold thereon
and provided with means for supporting one
end of said shelves; substantially as specified.

3. Ina folding bookease, independent back

| sections pivoted to fold toward each other,

end boards pivoted to said sections, shelves
pivoted at their inner edges to fold againsb
said back sections, a central partifion piv-
oted to the back sections to fold thereon and
nrovided with means for supporting one end
of said shelves, and a hasp or latch extending
from one of'the back sections to the other;

substantially as specified.

4. Inafolding bookease, independent back
sections pivoted to fold toward each other,
end boards pivoted to said sections, shelves
pivoted at their inner edges to fold against
said back sections, a central partition pivoted
to the back sections to fold thereon and pro-
vided with means for supporting one end of

| said shelves, a hasp or latch extending from

one of the back sections to the other, and a
securing - fastening extending between the
free ends of said back sections; substantially
as specified. |

5. Ina folding bookcase,a back section pro-
vided with end strips at right angles thereto,
end boards pivoted to said strips,shelves hav-

ing pivots to enter said end strips at their
“inner edges, socket carried by the end boards,
“and a lug at the outer end of the shelves to

engage said socket; substantially asspecified.
6. In a folding bookecase, independent back

“sections provided with lateral strips at their

meeting edges pivoted to fold toward each
other and having therein shelf-pivoting re-
cesses, end boards pivoted to said strips and
provided with shelf-supporting recesses there-

| in, shelves adapted to extend between said

end boards, sliding bolts at the opposite ends
of the shelves next the back sections to enter

the shelves and end boards holds the latter | said pivoting-recesses,and sliding bolts at the
against movement relative to the shelves, i oppositeends of theounter edge of said shelves
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to-enter the supporting-recesses in the end
boards; substantially as specified. '
7. Inafolding bookease,independent back

sections each having end and meeting strips

at its opposite ends, a maln pivoting-hinge
secured upon the adjacent edges of the meet—
ing strips and provided with straps at each

" 8ide to brace the meeting strips,a central par-

IO

I5

20

25

30

35

40

45

tition secured to said meeting strips, end
boards secured to thestrips at the outer ends
of theback sections, and shelves disposed be-

tween sald partition and boards; substan-

tially as specified.

3. Ina folding bookcase,independent back
sections each hamnﬂ' end strips at its oppo-
site ends, a pwotmﬂ'-hmﬂ'e secured upon the

adjacent edges of the meeting strips and pro-
vided with a supplemental leaf at one side

thereof, a central partition secured to said
supplementa,l leaf, end-boards secured to the

strips at the euter ends of the back sections,
shelves disposed between said partition and
boards, means for pivoting the inner end of-
said shelves, and means for supporting the

outer edge thereof adapted to engage the par-

tition a,nd end boards; substantlally as speci-

fied.
9. Inafolding bookecase, independent back

sections each ha.vmcr end strips at its oppo-

site ends, a pwotmn'-hmn'e secured upon the
adjacent edges of the meeting strips and pro-

vided with a supplemental Teaf at one side

thereof, a central partition secured to said
snpplemental leaf, end boards secured to the

strips at the outer ends of the back sections,.

shelves disposed between said pertltmn and

boards, means for pivoting the inner end of

sald shelves means for supporting the outer
edge thereof adapted to engage the partition

and end boards, a holdmﬂ'-lug upon the end

of a shelf next the end board, and a socket

carried by said board to recelve sald lug; |

substantially as specified.
10. Inafolding bookcase, mdependent back |

sections each ha,_vmg end strips at its oppo-
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site ends, a pivoting-hinge secured upon the
adjacent edges of the meeting strips and pro-
vided with a supplemental leaf at one side
thereof, a central partition secured to said
supplemental leaf, end boards secured to the
strips at the outer ends of the back sections,
shelves disposed between said partition and

boards, means for pivoting the inner end of

sald shelves, means for supporting the outer
edge thereof adapted to engage the partition
and end boards, a holding-lug upon the end
of a shelf next one end board, a socket car-
ried by said board to receive sa,ld_ lug, and a
hasp pivoted upon one section and adapted
to eross the joint between the sections to en-
gage g fastening upon the other section; sub-
stantially as speclﬁed

11. Inafolding bookcase, independent back
sections each having end strips at its oppo-
site ends, a pivoting-hinge secured upon the

‘adjacent edges of the meeting strips and pro-
vided with a supplemental le_a,f at one side

thereof, a central partition secured to said
supplementel leaf, end boards secured to the
strips at the outer ends of the back sections,

shelves disposed between said partition and

boards, means for pivoting the inner end of
said shelves, means for supporting the outer
edge thereof adapted to engage the partition
and end boards, a holding-lug upon the end
of a shelf next one end boa,rd a socket car-
ried by said board to receive said lag, a hasp
pivoted upon one section and adapted to
cross the joint between the sections toengage
a fastening upon the other section, and a se-
curing-hook extending from the free end of
oune section to an eye upon the other sectlon
substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signatur )

in presence of two witnesses.
DANIEL SCARBOROUGH.

Witnesses:
W. W. SIMMONS Sr.,
J R. BRADFORD
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