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IHHARRY CHARLES PRO

BST, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

COMBINED RULER AND BLOTTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 722,141, dated March. 3 1903.

Applma,tmn filed May 8,1902, Serial No, 106,494,

(No model,?

To all whom it muay concermn:

Beitknownthat [, HARRY CHARLES PROBST,
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in a Combined Ruler and Blot-
ter, of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvementin
combined rulers and blotters, and has forits
object to provide a ruler which will be ex-
tremely flexible, thus enabling it to be used
on either flat or rounding surfaces, one which
1s combined with a removable blotter on its
lower surface, and one which will not collect
particles of dust and grime.

1o these ends my invention consists of the
particular consfruction, arrangement, and
combination of parts, as will be hereinafter
fully set forth, and pointed outin the claims,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a bottom plan view.
a side elevation partly in section.

Fig. 2 18
Fig. 3 is

a perspective view of the blotter-strip with

its backing. Fig. 4isa transverse section on
line z = of Fig. 1.
view of the under surface of a modlﬁed form
of the ruler member. Fig. 6 is
view of a portion of the ruler member.

A represents the ruler proper, and it con-
sists of a strip of thin and extremely-flexible
sheet-steel, the surfaces of which are highly
polished and its longitudinal edges being per-
fectly true to insure a straight edge for rul-
ing. At suitable intervals adjacent to both
longitudinal edges of the sheet-steel rule the

under surface of said rule is provided with |

the gnides or c¢lips a, which are formed by
being struck out at a suitable angle from the
lower face by suitable punches and dies.
These guides or clips a form a guideway to
recelve and retain a strip of compressed pa-
per-board B or other suitable material, to the
under surface of which is secured a blotter
C, for which it forms a backing. The said

strip B is of substantially the same length as
the rule A and is of such a width as to be
readily guided between the guides or clips «
and yet be snugly retained thereby when in
1t8 proper position.

I'he blotter C, which consists of a strip of

Fig. 5 1s a perspective |

a top plan |

! the same 1engbh as the backing B, is secured

thereto by a row of stitching S through the
blotter and backing along theu lonﬂ*ltudma,l
center. T'he blotter lies perfeetly flat against
the lower surface of the backing B and may
be of slightly less width than said backingin
order that it will not interfere with the ready
insertion of the said backing between the
guides or clips a, projecting from the lower
face of the rule A. |

A handle D, of brass or other suitable ma-
terial, is beeured to the upper surface of the
rule at its center by means of a rivet d,which
passes through a suitable opening e, drilled
or punched through the sheet-steel mle A.
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The backing B being made of compressed

paper or other suitable material which is
st and at the same time flexible will con-

form to whatever curvature the sheet-steel
rule A may assume—such, for instance,where
the rule is used on a thick book and the open
pages assume a rounding surface.

The blotter C by being attached tothe back-
ing is readily attached and detached from the
lowel face of the ruler, so that *‘fresh” or un-
soiled blotters can _be quickly put in place.
By securing the blotter to the backing by a
row of stitching S along its longitudinal cen-
ter the side edges will be free and will not
offer any obstruction to the ready insertion
or withdrawal of the backing between the
aguides or clips a.

The ruler will be applied to the surface to
be ruled or blotted by the handle. Thusitwill
be seen that the fingers need not come in con-
tact with either the ruler or the writing-sur-
face.

The ruler A being of sheet-steel and having
highly-polished surfaces will not collect and
retain dust and grime, as is the case with the
hard-rabber rule in common use. It 1is also
much more flexible tlmn the 01d1ua1y rule
above mentioned. -

When the blotter pormon becomes soiled,
it can be readily and quickly detached from
the sheet-steel ruler and replaced by a new
one. |
- While I have described the guide-clips ¢ as
being struck out from the under surface of

| the ruler A at suitable intervals, it is obvious
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that I may make the guides continuous from
substantially end toend of the ruler, asshown
in Kig. 5.

The backing forms a support for the blotter
aund constitutes a slide for securing it to the
lower surface of the ruler with n'reab fa-
cility.

It will be seen that I provide a simple and
convenient device which combines the offices
of a ruler and a blotter, one that is extremely
flexible and which. does not collect dust and
grime,

The blotting-strip and its attached back-
ing-strip while being quite thin in cross-sec-
tion yet cause the ruler to offset a slieght dis-
tance above the writing-surface, so.that—- the
projecting edges do not come in contact there-
with, thereby doing away with the liability
of theink running along the edge of the ruler
and causing a smear or blot upon the writing-
surface, such as commonly happens where
the ruler lies flat against the surface.

The guides a being struck out from the flexi-
ble sheet-steel ruler A will also be flexible,
and thereby accommodate varying thick-
nesses of backing-strips.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desnﬁ-e to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Acombined ruler and blotter consisting
of a ruler provided with guides, and a blotter
held by said guides, the guides being set in
from the edges of the ruler, said edges being

of a single thickness and unturned.
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2. A combined ruler and blotter consisting
of a ruler provided with integral guides pro-
jecting from its under face adjacent to its.lon-

- vitudinal edges, a blotter, and a backing se-
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cured to said blotter, and adapted to be 1n-
serted between said guides and held thereby.

3. A combined ruler and blotter compris-
ing a ruler of flexible material provided with
guides struck out from its under face adja-
cent to its longitudinal edges, a strip of stiif

material inserted and held between said

guides, and a blotter secured to the lower
face of said stiff strip.

4. A combined ruler and blotter compris-
ing a flexible ruler having angular guides

50 struck out from its under face adjacent to its

longitudinal edges, a stiff flexible strip in-

722,141

serted and held between said ﬂ'mdes and a
blotter-strip secured to said stift strip at its
longitudinal center.

5. A combined ruler and blotter compris-
ing a flexible ruler provided with angular
Uuldes struck out from its lower face adga—
cent to its longitudinal edges and a blotter
member consisting of a blotter-strip and a
backing secured tmether at their longitudi-
nal centers by a row of stitching, smd back-
ing-strip being adapted to be inserted and

' held between the guides of the flexible ruler.

6. A combined ruler and blotter compris-
ing a flexible ruler provided with flexible
gmdes projecting from its under face adja-
cent to its longitudinal edges, and a blotter-
strip secured to a flexible backing-strip said
backing-strip being adapted to be inserted
between said ﬂemble ouides and be held
thereby.

7. A combined ruler aund blotter compris-

ing a tlexible metal ruler having a handle at-
tached toits uppersurface, and prowded with
flexible clips projecting from its under sur-
face, and a blotter held by said clips, the said
clips being set in from the edges of the ruler,
said edﬂ'es being of a smﬂ'le thickness and
unturned
8. A combined ruler and blotter Gomprls-
ing a flexible ruler provided on its under face
w1th flexible guide-clips adjacent to its lon-
gitudinal edﬂ‘es and projecting therefrom to-
ward each other and a blotter member con-
sisting of . a blotber-strlp secured to a back-
ing-strip, said backing-strip being adapted to
be inserted between and held by the said flexi-
ble guide-clips.
9. A combined ruler and blotter COIIIpI'lS-
ing a flexible ruler provided with projecting
ﬂ*uldes on its under face adjacent to its lon-
ﬂ'ltudmal edges, and a blotter member con-
msbmn' of a blotter-strip and a stiff backing
bherefor secured together at their Ionﬂ'lmdl-
nal center by a row of stitching, smd back-
ing being adapted to beinserted between the
Sald L‘-‘mdes

HARRY CHARLES PROBRST.

Witnesses: |
C. W. JEANNERET,
JOHN N. GRIMM.
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