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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE WALTER M¢C-
FARLAND, a citizen of the United States, and
a resident of Wilmerding, in the county of
Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, have
made a certain new and useful Invention in
Processes of Preparing Razor-Strops; and I
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact desceription of the same, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the invention.

The invention relates to razor-strops; and
1t consists in the novel process of preparing
the same, as hereinaiter set forth.

1t 1s well known in the trade that a TAzZOor-
strop such as isfurnished on the market must
2o through several months of usage before it
will give the barber satisfaction.

It is the object of thisinvention to provide
a strop which can be furnished to the trade
in condition to do on the first using satisfac-
tory work, such as would be accomplished by
a strop which has had several months prepara-
tory use.

The process consists in the following steps
First, I take a piece of suitabie leather and
scrape it thoroughly, removing from the sur-
face all gritty matter, raising the fine fiber
of the leather, and rendering the surface of
the strop more uniform; second, I strain the
piece of leather endwise by means of thumb-
screw clamps secured to bearings or by any
other suitable device, whereby I take all the
elastic stretch out of the leather, make it more
solid, and prevent the enameling from crack-
ing and wearing off in use; third, I rub par-
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ticles of steel into the surface of the leather
by means of revolving steel blades having a
speed of about one hundred revolutions to
the minute. I usually employ sixteen steel
blades on the rotary shaft, and the strop is
pressed down upon these blades by means of

thumb-screw clamps secured to the frame-

work. In this manner it is designed to give

the leather sixteen hundred strokes of steel

per minute, and thereby to work into the
leather through the wearing down of these
steel blades the proper amount of steel en-
amel for the purpose in view. The fime re-
quired to work this enamel into the sarface
of a strop of ordinary size is about fifteen
hours; but a number of them may be wmked
at the same time.
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Having described this invention, what I

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— |

The process of preparing razor-strops,which
consists first, in scraping the surface of the
leather to free it of grit, and raise the fine
fiber; second, in straining the leather end-
wisetorenderitinelastic and solid; and third,
in rapidly revolving steel blades in forcible
contact with the surface of the leather, to en-
amel the same with fine particles of steel, sub-
stantially as specified. -

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE WALTER McFARLAND.

Witnesses:
H. . WELSH, Sr.,
GEQ. T. JACOBS.
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