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(No model,)

To all whomn it may concermn:

Be it known that 1, WILLIAM N. BEBOUT,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Pittsburg, in the county of Alle-
gheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in KEnvelops, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had therem to the
accompanymﬂ' drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and

useful improvements in envelops; and the

invention has for its object to provide an en-
velop that when once sealed may not be
opened without detection.

T'o this end the invention resides in the
novel construction, as will be hereinafter
more specifically described and then particu-
larly peinted out in the claim, and in de-
sceribing the invention in detail reference will
be had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part of this specification, and wherein

like numerals of reference will be employed

for indicating like parts throughout the sev-
eral views, in which—

Figure 1 1s & detail plan view of the en-
velop-blank before being folded. Fig. 2 isa
detail plan view showing the end flaps and
back orrear flap in the folded position. Fig.
318 a plan view of the rear face of the envelop
in thesealed form with the supplemental seal-
ing-flap partly broken away. Fig. 4 is a
transverse vertical sectional view of the en-
velop in the folded form, taken on line 11 of
Iig. 3.
on line 2 2 of Fig. 4 and a part of the end
flaps turned up so as to show the sealing-
tongue.

To form my improved envelop, I provide a
blank comprising the front 1, the end flaps
2 2, the back or rear sea,hnc-*-ﬁap 3, and the
sea.hnfr- ap 4. The end Sealmw-ﬂa,ps 2 2are
adapted to overlap slightly one upon the
other, as seen by dotted lines in Fig. 2 of the
drawings, and one of the same is gummed on
one face adjacent to the end, whereby it may
be caused to adhere to the other end flap.
These end flaps are cut on the upper edge on
a curved line, as seen at 5, so as to bring the
upper edge of these flaps when folded below
the edge of the front, whereby entrance of
the letter into the envelop is facilitated. The

Fig. 518 a longitudinal section taken |

I Jacent the outer edge thereof, with a gummed

surface 6, and this sealing-flap carries cen-
trally of its length an extended substantially
triangular-shaped tongue 7, which is notched
in one edge to form a shoulder or barb 8.
This tongue is gummed over the entire sur-
face of both its faces. The sealing-flap 3 is
provided on its underneath face, adjacent the
edge, with a slot 11 to receive the tongue.

55
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This slivor slot 11 is of & length equal orabout

equal to the width of the tongue measured
from the inner end of the ShOllldel to the op-
posite edge of the tongue, whereby when the
tongue is inserted into the slit or slot 11 the
shoulder will engage with the sealing-flap in
a manner shown in Iig. 5and the tongue thus
be securely held in position. As this tongue
Is gummed on both its faces, it will be ob-
served that besides interlocking in the slit or
slot it adheres to the opposite faces of the en-
velop, so that in event the gummed portion of
the envelop sealing- flap was loosened the
tongue will still remain sealed and access to
the interior of the envelop could not be had
without damaging the envelop in such a man-
ner that detection would bereadily perceived.
The rear flap 3 carries a sealing-strip 12, the
free end of which isshaped so that when fold-
ed over on the flap 3 across the slit 11 it will
conform to the edge of the flap 3. 'This seal-
ing-strip isgummed on its one face, and after
the tongue 8 1s inserted and sealed the strip
12 may be sealed over the slit, thus hiding
the latter, thereby coneeahnﬂ the 1nterna1
locking means from view.

It will be observed that various changes
may be made in the details of comtrucmon
without departing from the general spirit of
my invention,

Having fully desecribed my mventmn what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettel S
Patent, is—

An envelop blank compmsmﬂ* a main front
portion, end flaps thereon, said flaps tapered
outwardly from the front portion, a curved

| rear or back flap extending from said main

portion, provided on its under face with a
sealing substance, said flap tapering to a re-
duced end portion, a slit formed in said re-
duced portion, an outwardly-extending seal-
ing-strip secured to the said reduced portion

sealing-flap 4 is provided on its one face, ad- | on a line with the slit therein, a front flap
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having a sealing substance thereon extend- I sealing-strip adapted to fold over and pro- 1o

ing from the main portion, said flap tapering | tect the tongue in said slit, substantially as
to a triangnlar tongue portion at the outer | deseribed.
end thereof, a shoulder formed in said tongue In testimony whereof I affix my signature
5 portion on its outer edge and a sealing sub- | in the presence of two witnesses.
- stance covering the under face of the tongue WILLIAM N. BEBOUT.
portion, said tongue adapted to engage in Witnesses:
the slit and be sealed upon the face of the A. M. WILSON,
end flaps in their folded position, and said | J. Woops MCCORMICK.
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