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Lo all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JouN L. HOLMSTROM, a

citizen of the Umted States, residing at New

York, in the borough of Manhattan and State-
of New York, have invented and produced a

new and 01:10'11:1&1 Improvement in Game De-

vices; and I do hereby declare the following

to be afull, clear, and exact description of bhe
invention, such as will enable others skilled

in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings, and to numerals of ref-

erence marked thereon which form a part of
this specification. |

The objects of this invention are to provide

‘a game device which can be used both pleas-

a,ntly and profitably in passing away leisure

time as well as to gain physical exercise, to

secure a game which calls for skill and man-

ual dexterlty, and to obtain other advantages
and results, some of which will be hereinaf-

ter referred to in connection with the deserip-
tion of the working parts.

The invention consists in the improved
game device and in the arrangements and
combmatlons of parts of the same, all sub-
stantially as will be hereinafter set forth and
finally embraced in the clauses of the c]sum

Referring to the accompanying drawings,in
which like numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in each of the several fig-
ures, Ifigure 1 is a longitudinal section of my
improved device. Fig. 2 is a cross-section on
line &, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is an end view of the
mouth of the device. Fig. 41is a longitudi-
struction. Fig. § illustrates in longitudinal
section another modified construection, and
Iig. 6 is an end view of the mouth thereof.

In said drawings, 2 indicates a tube, which
1n the preferred construction is tapered and
is in practice made two feet, more or less,
long, being open at bothends. Saidtubemay
be of any suitable light material, such as pa-
per, pasteboard, tin, orthelike. “The smaller
end of said tube forms a handle 3 to be
grasped by the player and the larger end is
adapted to receive a ball 4, preferably of hard
rubber, used in playing, and whichis adapted
to pass half-way, more or less, down through
the tube. To form a bottom for the ball to

rest against when in the tube, a concaved

|

“| again.

permit it to be thrown out.

*-pla_,te__ 5, having an ext”eriorly-thfea,ded stem
6, tixed upon the end of a handle-rod 7, hav-

ing at its extremity a finger-piece 8, is pro-
wded daid plate 5 and threaded stem 6 are

preferably of wood in one integral piece, and

the latter works in the _threaded aperture of

33

a cross plate or spider 9, fixed in the tube.

The small end of the nandle-rod 7 is guided

by a similar spider 16,

In playing the game the tube 2 is held in
the player’s hand aud the ball thrown out of
the same to the other player, who is supposed
to cateh 1t in his tube and then throw it back
It is necessary, therefore, that the
ball engage the sides of the tube with suffi-
cient friction to hold it from dropping or
bouncing out again, and yet easily enough to
This result I
have secured by means of -the adjustable
plate 5. If the ball fits too tight, said plate

| is by means of the handle-rod T screwed up-

nal section of a certain modification of con-.

|

proper ﬁt of the ball in the tube.

‘ward slightly, and, on the other hand, if the

ball is t00 loose the stem 6 on which the plate

| 1s. carried may be screwed downward. A

very slight adjustment suffices to secure the
The spi-
ders 9 and 16 are preferably recessed at the
sides, as at 10, and do not fill the entire cross-
sectional area of the tube, so that after the
player has thrown the ba,ll he can use the

| tube as a sort of trumpet by placing it to his
mouth to give signals to the other player, or,

if desired, the spiders may be left with en-
tire edges, as shown at 11 in Fig. 4, and a
central passage 12, formed longitudinally
through the ball-rest 13 and its handle 14. A
whistle 15 may then be set in said passage,
if further desired, so as to be blown by the

| player.

Obviously other means of securing fric-
tional engagements of the ball in the tube
may be used, such as leaf-springs 17 on the
inner side, as shown in Fig. 5. Furthermore,
it is not indispensable that the tube be con-
ical or tapering for the ball to enter, but it
may have an enlarged. mouth of any shape,
as shown in Fig. 5.

Having thus descmbed the mventlon, what
I claim as new is—

1. A game device comprising a long tube
having its walls closed or entire, said tube
differing in diameter at its opposite ends and
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being adapted at its larger end to receive a
ball, and means within said tube for effect-
ing a frictional engagement of the ball there-
with, said means being located at such a dis-
tance from the larger end of the tube that
the ball will be wholly inclosed and a consid-
erable portion of the length of the tube will
project beyond said ball.

2. A game device comprising a long taper-
ing tube having closed walls, a ball adapted
to wedge frictionally in said tapered tube in-
termediate of its ends, and an adjustable
stop for limiting inward progress of said ball
and thus regulatingits frictional engagement
with the walls.

3. A game device comprising a tapered
tube, a ball adapted to wedge itself in said
tube at a distancefrom the larger end, a fixed
bridge in the smaller portion of said tube,
and a stop screwing in said bridge to limit
inward movement of the ball and so regulate
1ts frictional engagement with the walls.

4. A game device comprising a tapered
tube, a balladapted to wedge inside said tube
against the walls thereof, a fixed bridge be-
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:yond the said wedging-point in the smaller

end of the tube, a guide in the smaller ex-
tremity of the tube, and a stop screwing in
said fixed bridge and having its inner end

adapted to engage the ball, the opposite end

of sald stop extending through said guide
and having a finger-piece accessible at the
small end of the tube.

5. A game apparatus comprising a tapered
tube, a ball adapted to enter the larzer end
of the tube and frictionally engage the walls
thereof intermediate of the ends of the tube,
a stop extending in through the smaller end
of the tube to engage the ball and having a
threaded shank, and fixed bearings for said

shank, the apparatus presenting an open air-

passage from end to end when the ball is re-
moved.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 3d day of
November, 1902. |

JOHN L. JJOLMSTROM.

Witnesses:

GUSTAF . KRICSON,
CHARLES LARSON.
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