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- To all whom it may concerw:
- Be it known that I, ROBERT A. STEARMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Jet,
in the county of Woods and Territory of Okla-
‘homa, have invented a new and useful Win-
dow-Screen Latch, of which the following is a
specification. | L

This invention is' an improved latch for |

window-screens or a storm-sash fastener, and
has for its object to provide a cheap, simple,
and durable automatie locking device for se-
curely holding a screen or storm-sash in its
closed position. o

With these objects in view my invention
comprises a suitable casing into which is piv-
otally held a reversible spring-actuated latch
that is adapted for engagement with the plate
carried by the screen-frame or storm-sash
and by which the screen is locked in position,
the said casing being positioned upon the side
of the window-frame and out of alinement
~ with the sash, so that no alteration of the

window-frame or interference with the work-
ing of the window-sash is necessitated by the
use of my improvement. | |
With these objects in view my invention
also comprises certain details of construction
“and novelties of combination and arrange-
ment of parts, as will be fully set forth in the
following specification and pointed out in the
claims, reference being had to the drawings,
in which— R '

‘Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating
my improvement as in use. Fig. 2 1s a sec-
tional view of the same, taken.about on the
line 2 2 of Fig. 3. Fig. 3is a horizontal sec-
tion taken aboutontheline 3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig.
4 is a detail view of the casing, and Fig. 5 18
a detail view of the latch.

In carrying out my invention I employ a
casing A, eonsisting of the base-plate A'and
the hood or cap A%, the opposite sides of which
are provided with slots A3, and the upper end
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richt angles to the locking-nose B', the said
thumb-piece projecting up through the open-
ing A4, formed at the upper end of the casing.

A spring C is securely held in the lower end 55
of the casing at one end and has its oppaosite
end held in a slot or recess B?, formed in the
lateh, the said recess being arranged upon
the oppositeside of the lateh to which the nose

is formed, so that when the lateh is thrown 6o
over in the direction indicated by the arrow:

1 in Fig. 2 the spring will be thrown in the
direction indicated by the arrow 2, and im-
mediately upon release of the latch the spring
will foreibly throw it down into position to be 65
engaged by the locking-plate D, carried by
the frame of the window-screen or storm-sash

E. The frame back of the plate D is prefer-

ably recessed, as shown at D', providing a
pocket forthelocking-nosé of the latch B, and 7¢
the plate D is also provided with an opening
through which the nose of the latch passes,
the edge of the plate at the Jower end of the
slot extending up a short distance above the
lower edge of the pocket, as clearly shown in
Fig. 2 of the drawings.

In practice the base-plate of the casing is
securely secured to the side of the window-
frame at the outer edge thereof, so that the
locking-nose of the latch will be arranged in
alinement with the opening of the plate D,
carried by the screen, and as the screen 18
swung inwardly the edge of the plate will
strike the beveled face b of the nose B',which
forces the said nose upwardly until the edge
of the plate passes the extreme lower edge of
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| the nose, when the spring will force the nose '

|

downwardly and back of the plate, and there-
by locking the screen in its closed position.

It will thus be seen that my'device 18 ex-
ceecingly simple in construction and may be
readily applied to a window-screen, storm
sash or door, it of course being understood

0o

| that it is only necessary to pull upon the up-

of the said casing is open, as shown at A*

Thelowerend of the casing is ¢losed, as shown
most clearly in Fig. 2. Pivotally held within
the casing is a lateh B, having a locking-nose
B' projecting laterally therefrom and extend-
ing through one of the slots A®in the casing.
so A thumb-piece B*is formed integral with the

-~ lateh and is preferably arranged about at

per edge of the thumb-piece to release the 95
latch. It will be further understood that by
providing the casing of my latch with slots
arranged upon the opposite sides thereof my
device may be readily applied to either side |
of the window-frame, it being only necessary rco
to. reverse the latch and spring so that the
nose of the latch will project from either slot, -
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B 1. In awindow-screen fastener, the combi- | tially as shown and deseribed. 30

- oo oo oo nation of a-base-plate having a casing formed | 3. In a window-screen fastener, the combi-

SN . thereon, whose opposite sides are provided | nation with a base-plate, having a casing

... ... 1o with glots and whose upper end is open, of | formed thereon, the sides of ‘which are pro-

marmngﬁd?hereoma.latchpwmllyheldm ~  ROBERT A. STEARMAN.

... ... thesaid casing and having a slot arranged |
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oo inthesides thereof, a locking-nose project-|  N.L.DECK,
. ingfromthe said latch and a thumb-piecear-| = LiLLie G. HyYwps. 0
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