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do all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, REUBEN B. BENJAMIN
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at, Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Tlli-
nois, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Plural-Lamp Sockets, of

“which the following is a full, clear, concise,

and exact deserlptlon reference bemw had to
the.accompanying drawings, formmﬂ* a part
of this speecification.

This application is a division of my appli-

cation filed originally May 20, 1898, Serial No.

681,202, renewed August 10, 1901 Serla,l No.

71, 635

The subJect-matter of this portlon of my

invention is illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figurelis a sectional view of a plural- la,mp‘

socket embodying my invention. Fig. 2 isa
plan view of the inner 'eontaet-pla,te of the
invention. Fig. 3is a plan view of the insu-

lating block or portion of the base shown in

25

35

Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a detail view-showing
how the threaded shells may be made sub-
stantially flush with the casing of the socket.
Like letters refer to like pa,rts throughout
the several views. |
An insulating-base @ in the form of a ring

of insulating materlal is adapted to be sup-

ported from a casing e° as shown in full lines,

oritmay be mounted upon a portion ¢, adapt-

ed to be secured to the wall, this feature be-
ing shown in dotted lines. The casing ¢°is
provided with a bushing ¢3, which is adapted
to be threaded upon the end of a pipe or other
hollow member through which the electrie
conductors leading to the contacts of the
socket may be brought. Upon the under side

of -this base a is supported a bowl-shaped con- |

tact-plate 0, having oblique side walls and
being secured at the upper edge to the insu-

1atmg—base in the manner shown orin any
~other suitable manner.

Upon the oblique
side walls are mounted the threaded shells

b' b', which are adapted to receive the lamp-
Upon the central portion of this con-

bases.
tact-plate b is supported an insunlating-block |
g, upon the upper tace of which is mounted

a contact-plate ¢, the rim ¢’ of which is turned

thereof is serewed /into the shell &'.

‘with the screw or binding-post b°.

| upward and constitutes the contacts for the go

central terminals of the lamps when the base
The plate
¢ is secured to the block ¢ by means of suit-

“able serews ¢* ¢, and the block g is secured to

the plate b by means of one or more screws 5;5

¢?, the heads of which are adapted to be coun-

tersunk beneath the upper face of the block ¢.
Oneof the conductors forming onesideof the

1 electric circuit of the socket may be brought
‘through the pipe or tube connected with the 6o
-bushmﬂ' ¢ and secured to a screw or binding-

post c*, mounted upon the central contact-
plate c The other conductor may be passed

through the central apertures in the contact-

plate ¢, the base or block g, and that in the 65
central portion of the plate 6 and connected
W ith this
arrangement of the conductors the plates ¢
and b constitute the opposite terminals of the
socket, and when the several lamps are se- yc¢
cured 111130 position they are connected in par-
allel.

A casing e surrounds the lower pmtlon of
the socket and is provided with openings to

‘accommodate the shells ' and the bushings s

h. It is secured atits upper edge to the base
¢ and is provided upon its lower end or por-

| tion. with a removable cap or cover ¢, situ-
-ated centrally with reference to the individ-
ual sockets.
when it is desired to gain access to the bind-
ing-screw 05,

This cover may be removed 8o

_ A bushing £ is illustrated as
interposed befween the shell &’ and the cas-
ing ¢ and serves to insulate the same and to

alinethe apertures in the contact-plate b and -85

casing e, as well as to assist in holdmg and
supportmu' the casing e in position.
In Fig. 4 a modlﬁcatlon is shown in which

the threaded shells b' are flush with the cas-
ing e.

Q0

- The bowl- sh&ped contact- plate described
forms an electrical conductor to convey the
current to the ring-terminals of the lamps,
thus dispensing with wiring, and at the same
time it forms an effective mechanical support g5
without the provision of an additional sup-
porting structure.

- By the statement in the following claims
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that certain parts are associated with or car- | ing openines onposite said center contacts
& = 2

ried by the base I broadly contemplate as-
sociating satd parts with the base in any suit-
able manner. |

IHaving described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. In a plural-lamp socket, the combina-
tion with a suitable base, of a contact-plate
mounted on sald base, a plurality of shells
for the lamp-bases carried on said plate, an
exterior casing having openings to accommo-
date the lamp-bases, and insulating -rings
passing through said openings and engaging
said shells, substantially as described and
for the purposes set, forth.

2. In a plural-lamp socket, the combina-
tion with a suitable base, of a contact-plate
mounted on said base, a plurality of thread-
ed shells for the lamp-bases carried on said
plate, an exterior casing having openings to
accommodate the lamp-bases, and threaded
insulating-rings passing through said open-
ings and threaded upon said shells, substan-
iially as described.

3. An 1nsulating-base, suitably-supported
lamp-holding devices and associated contacts
associated with said base, a casinghaving an
opening opposite each lamp-holding device,
and insulating -rings associated with said
openings to maintain the same in alinement
withsaid lamp-holding devices.

4. A cluster-lamp fixture comprising an in-
sulating-base, sultably-supported lamp-hold-
ing devices and associated contacts associ-
ated with said base, a casing having an open-
ing opposite each lamp-holding device, and
insulating-rings fitting in said openings and
secured to parts supported upon said base
independently of said casing.

5. A cluster-lamp fixture comprising an in-
sulating-base, a plurality of threaded shells
suitably associated therewith, a casing hav-

“Ing an opening opposite each shell, and insu- |

lating-rings fitting in said openings and se-
cured to said shells.

6. In a cluster-fixture, the combination
with a base of insulating material construeted
to receive sockets for electric lamps, of
threaded metallic lamp-sockets suitably as-
sociated with said base, a metallic cover hav-
ing holes registering with the sockets, and
threaded insulating-bushings serewed over
thoe sockets and constructed to hold the cover
on the base and insulate the sockets from the
cover. |

7. The combination with a suitable base,
of a casing having a plurality of openings, a
plurality of threaded shells within said cas-
ing registering with said openings, insulat-
ing-rings interposed between the exterior of
sald shells and the walls of said openings to
hold said casing in position rotarily and cen-
ter contacts suitably associated with said
base. |

S. An insulated base, center contacts suit-

threaded shells supported upon said casing
opposite said respective openings, and insu-
lating -rings interposed between said shells
and the walls of said openings to hold said
casing in position rotarily.

9. A lamp-socket having an insulating-
base, a contact-plate mounted thereon and
having oblique side walls, contacts for the
ring-terminals of the lamps carried upon said
obligue walls, an insulating-block mounted
upon the lower portion of said plate and cen-
ter contacts for the lamps mounted upon said
block, substantially as described. -

10. A cluster-lamp fixture, comprising an
insulating-base, a number of lamp-sockets
carried by the base, each socket comprising
a central terminal and a ring-terminal with
an insulating-bushing on the ring-terminal,

| and a detachable cover having openings

through which the insulating-bushings pro-
trude each at one edge only to hold the cover
rotarily in place, while not interfering with
the removal of the cover from the base.

11. A cluster-lamp fixture, comprising an
insulating-base, a number of lamp-sockets
carried by the base, each socket comprising
a central terminal and a ring-terminal with
an insulating-bushing on the ring-terminal,
and a cover having openings through which
the bushings partially protrude to hold the
cover in place rotarily.

12. Anelectrie-light-lamp cluster compris-
ing an insulating-base, a plurality of lamp-
receivers supported upon said base, center
contacts associated therewith, and a finishing
cap or cover independent of the receiversand
having openings registering with the receiv-
ers to permit the insertion of the lamps, and
Insulating-rings interposed between the re-
ceivers and the finishing eap or cover.

13. An electric-light-lamp cluster econsist-
ing of an insulating-base, a plurality of lamp-

recelvers supported by said base, ecenter con-

tacts associated therewith, and a finishing or
protecting cap or cover separated from the
receivers by insulating material.

14. An electric-light-lamp cluster consist-

ing of an insulating-base, a plurality of lamp-

receivers supported upon said base, center
contacts assoclated therewith and a finishing
cap or coverindependent of the receiversand
having openings registering with the receiv-
ers to permit the insertion of the lamps, said
finishing cap or cover being separated from
the receivers by insulating material and the
edges of sald cap or cover being adapted to
rest against said insulating-base.

15. An electric-light-lamp cluster, a plu-
rality of metallic receivers for the lamps car-
ried by the base, a center contact for each
receiver, electric conneciions extending to
the receivers and center contacts and an in-
dependent finishing or protective cover sepa-
‘ated from the receivers by insulating mate-
rial, as deseribed.

ably associated with said base, a casing hav-| 16. An clectric-light-lamp cluster, compris-
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ing ah insulating-base, a finishing cap or | bases, a plura,lity of threaded shells suitably

cover having a plurality of openings for the | supported within said cap or cover, one op-
insertion of the lamp-bases, a plurality of | posite each of said openings, center contacts

]

lamp - receivers suitably supported within | suitablysupported, said threaded shellsbeing

said cap or cover one opposite each of said | separated from said cap or cover by insulat-
openings,suitably-supported center contacts, | ing material, substantially as described.

- sald receivers being separated from said fin- | - In witness whereof I have hereunto sub-
ishing eap or cover by insulating material. | seribed my name in the presence of two wit-

17. In a lamp-cluster, a base of insulating | nesses.

material, a finishing eap or cover, the edge of REUBEN B. BENJAMIN.
which is adapted to rest against said insulat- | Witnesses: |
ing-base, said cap or cover being provided W. CLYDE JONES,

with a plurality of openings for the lamp- M. R. ROCHFORD.
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