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To all whom it MUY COTLCETL:
Be it known that I, HENRY J. WILLIAMS, a

citizen of the Umted States, residing at Boh-' |
var, in the county of Allegany. and State of

New York have invented a new and nseful

Shipping- Crate of whmh the followmn' is a

speclﬁeamon

‘This invention relates to shlppmﬂ*-cmtes,'

~ and hasfor its object to provide an improved
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device of this character which combines

lightness with durability and is alsoprovided |
with an improved cover; which may be placed
within the crate and upon the bottom there-

of, so that a plurality of erates may be con-
venientlyj nested for return shipment by plac-
ing one crate -within two others, whereby
three crates may be stored in the space ordi-
narily occupied by two crates.

"With these and other objects In view the

‘present invention consists in the combination

and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings, and parmeularly point-
ed out in the appe_nded claims, it being un-
derstood that changes in the form, proportion,
size, and minor details may be made within

- the scope of the claims without departing

| i

- view of a
. cordance with the present invention.

- from the spirit or sacrificing any 0f the ad-
- vantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspectwe

shlppmﬂ'-crate constructed in ac-
Fig. 2

is a vertical central sectional view of three

_ crates, which are nested for return shipment.
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Oorrespondinﬂ' parts in the figures of the
drawings are deswnated by like characbers of
referenee |

Referring to the accompanying drawmgs

1 and 2 deswnate, respectively,the upper and

lower end bars at eachend of the crate, which
have their outer faces notched or mortised,

as-at 3, and at their opposite ends for the re-

ception of the respective ends of the upright

corner-posts 4, which are set flush with the

outer faces of the end bars. These end
frames are connected by means of the longi-
tudinal side slats 5, which are secured to the

outer edges of the corner—posts, and similar

bottom slats It will be observed that the

slats at the ends of the posts are compara-
tively broad and the adjacent end slats at
~ thebottom o6f the crateabut,soastostrengthen

N the crate

The posts of the respectwe end
frames are furthermore connected by trans-
verse slats 7, which are secured to the inner
sides of the posts and have their opposite

| ends abutted against the inner S1des of the

adjacent longltudma,l slats.
Asindieated in Fig. 2 of the dra,wmgs one

! of the upper end ba,rs 1 is provided upon its
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inner face with a pair of spaced cleats 8,

‘which extend for the entire length of the bar,

so as to form a longitudinal groove. How-

| ever, this groove may be formed directly in
the end bar, if so desired. The cpposite end

bar is provided with a longitudinal cleat 9,
which is designed to form an inner longitu-

‘dinal shoulder, which has its upper face in

the same plaue with the lower wall of the
oroove in the other end bar. |

- The cover for the open end of the crate is
formed by a pair of transverse end bars 10,

which are connected by a plurality of slats

11.
thereof is inserted into the groove in one of

the end bars of the crate, and the opposite

end is dropped down upon -the shoulder 9,

whereby the cover is prevented from bemg

forced downwardly into the body of the crate.
One end of the cover is held against acciden-

tal displacement by being seated within the
oroove in the crate, and to prevent upward
dlspla,cement of the opposite end thereof

| there is provided a turn-button 12, of sub-

stantially L. shape, which is swweled within
one end of a notch 13, formed in the upper
and inner sides of the adjacent upper end

when not in use and may be turned upon
its pivotally-mounted shank to overlap the

To place the cover in position, one eund -
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‘bar 1, so that it may lie within the notech

9o

adjacent edge of the cover, and thereby hold -

the latter agfmmst displacement.

To nest three crates of the same size, as
shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings, the covers of
the crates 14 and 15 are removed and placed
in the bottom of the other crate, as shown
at 16 and 17, this being possible by reason of

the fact that each cover is substantially of

the size of the interior of the crate, and there-
fore may be inclined to pass by the cleats at

‘the upper end of the erate and then placed

upon the bottom thereof. One of the crates
14 or 15 is then placed upon its side, and the
first erate is inserted into the same, affer
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which the other crate is placed upon the pro- | having its inner width greater than its outer

jecting end of the inner crate and brought

up against the opposite outer crate, whereby
one crate is contained within two crates and

the three erates occupy the space of but two
crates. This nesting or assemblage of the
crates is made possible by reason of the fact
that each crateis wider than the depth there-
of, so that by arranging two crates at right

angles with the top and bottom of one crate

corresponding to the opposite longitudinal
sides of the other crate the one may be in-
serted into the other. Whenthe crates have
thus been nested, the adjacent slats of the
outer crates are embraced by substantially
U-shaped spring-clips 18, so as to prevent
accidental separation of the crates, and the
opposite sides or arms of the elips project be-
tween adjacent slats of the inner crate, so as
to prevent lateral movement of the latter.
From the foregoing description it will be

~ seen that the present invention provides an
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exceedingly simple and durable crate which
is also comparatively light by reason of its
slatted structure, which also exposes the con-
tents of the crate to view, so that it 18 not
necessary to remove the cover thereof to in-
spect the contents. Kurthermore, the cover
may be conveniently applied and removed,
and also may be placed within the bottom of
the crate, while the dimensions have a pe-
culiar relation, so as to permit of one crate
being received within two others for return
shipment. | '
What is claimed 15—

1. The combination with a slatted crate, |

depth, and a removable cover, whose dimen-
sions are substantially those of the interior
of the crate, so as to be received within the
bottom of the latter, of two other duplicate
crates, having their covers removed and re-
ceived within one of the crates, the opposite
end portions of the first-mentioned crate be-
ing received within the open ends of the other
crates, and substantially U-shaped eclips em-
bracing adjacent slats of the opposite outer
crates to connect the latter.

2. A crate, having its opposite ends formed
by opposite transverse bars, which are mor-
tised at opposite ends and in theirouter faces,

corner-posts secured within the correspond-

ing mortises of the opposite transverse bars,
slats secured transversely to the inner faces
of respective corner-posts, longitudinal bot-
tom slats secured to the lower sides of the
opposite lower transverse bars, longitudinal
side slats secured to the outer sides of oppo-

‘site corner-posts, opposite inwardly-directed

transverse shoulders provided upon the re-

spective upper transverseend bars,alid hav-

ing substantially the same dimensions of the

interior of the crate and supported upon the"

shoulders, and means for holding the lid

against accidental displacement. | _
In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein

the presence of two witnesses.

| HENRY J. WILLIAMS.
Witnesses: | -

WARD PIRE,

E. M. RHODES.
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