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- of the type mentioned wherein the movable
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 ALVAH LAURENCE CARTER, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

" INK_-WELL.- '

ST’EOIFICATION formmg' part of Lenters Patent N 0,721, 542 da,ted Februa,ry 24, 1903
| .&pphcatmn filed January 22, 1902, Serml No, 90,843, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Beitknown that I, ALVAH LAURENOE CAR-

TER, & citizen of the United States, residing

at Chlcago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and useful

Ink-Well, of wﬁlch the followmw is a sneclﬁ- h
cation.

The objects of the invention are to pl OV1de
an air-tight and dust-proof ink-well of the

-ﬂush-top type, whereof the upper surface is.

flat and is adapted to be arranged flush with

‘thetopof thedesk to preventinjury tothe well
—-and to the objects on the desk; the invention
being designed specially for use'in connec-

tion Withisehool-dGSks; to provide an ink-well

part by which the pen-hole is opened and

closed i8 concealed and is out of the way of |

objects on the desk, only a sufficient portion

of the movable part or member being exposed
to enable it to be moved to open or close the.

pen-hole; to-provide an ink-well having the
foregoing qualifications, wherein the ink-re-

-eeptaele is of non-corrosible material—such

as glass, porcelain, or pottery—and, more-

- over, to provide'an ink-well of such a con-
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“struction and form as to have a comparatively:
large capacity for ink for the space occupied,
“while preventing the introduction of a pen to.

such a distance as to allow the ink to reach
the holder or handle even when freshly filled;

to provide an ink-well of which the frangi--
ble member or members shall be entirely

protected from injury, and at the same time

to provide means whereby in case of acei-
“dental breakage the fragments and the liquid

~ contents thereof will be prevented from es-

caping and coming into contact with books

~ or other objects on or in the desk; to provide
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an ink-well adapted for application with fa- -

cility to old or new desksand without special
manipulation or preparation of the desk far-

ther than that necessary to form an auger-
hole in the top thereof, and, moreover, to.pro-
vide an ink-well whmh may bemanufactured
at a comparatively small cost and which will

be sanitary by.reason of being capable of
thorough cleansing.
Further objects and advantaﬂ‘es of the in-

vention will appear in the followmﬂ' deserip-

tion, and the novel features thereof will be
- particularly pointed out in the appended

tacle 20 is to be removed for cleansing.

ela,uns

1t bemg understood that V&llOHS"

chanﬂ'es in the form,proportion,and the minor

detaﬂs of construction may be resorted to

without departing from the spirit or sacrifie- -

ing any of the advantages of this invention.

Iu the drawings, Flgure 1 is a perspective

view of an ink-well embodying the Invention

applied in the operative position to a desk-
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top, a portion of -the latter being indicated. .

‘Fig. 2 is a central sectional view of the ink-

Well and the ad;acenb pomons of the desk-
top. Fig. 318 a view in perspective of the
ink-well with the members thereof detached

and the cup member of the outer receptacle

in section.. Fig. 4 is a detail sectional view

to show the means for locking the cap or cover

in place on-the cup. Fig. 5 is a detail view
of a tool adapted for usein removmﬂ' the ink-

'reeept.acle from the cup.
-Similar reference characters mdleate corre-
-‘Spondmn' parts in all the ﬁﬂ'ures of the draw-

1n 8.

In bhe illustrated ambodment of the inven-.

tion the ink-well consists, essentially, of an
inner ink-receptacle and an outer inclosing
and protective receptacle or shell, the former
being movable relatively to the latter to pro-
vide Tor opening and closing the pen-passage
whereby access 18 had to the mterlor of the
inner receptacle.

In the construction 111ustra,ted the outer re-
ceptacle consists of an approximately cylin-
drical cup 10, preferably of metal and slightly
taper ed toward. its closed bottom to fit snugly

in an opening which may be formed by means
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of an auger or similar borin o-tool in the desk- -

top, said cup: being- fitted with a removable

cap-plate or cover 30 having an interlocking

engagement with the Wall of the cup, adapted
to.be arranged with its upper surface flush
with that of the desk-top and designed to be:

removable only when the inner or 1nk recep-
The
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topispreferably constructed of metal to serve
as an efficient protectmn forthe inner recep- |
tacle, which 18 prefembly of. franmble ma-

terlal such as glassor porcelam and in prac-
tice the cup may bé secured in’ the .opening

pins or serews 17 18 driven through openings
15 and 16 in the wall of the cup and engaged

with the desk-top, access to these fast_emnﬂ'

160 .

“of the desk-top in any suitable manner, as by -
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devices being possible only when the inner
receptacle is removed, and thus guarding

against tampering WILh the fastening devices

when the parts of the ink-well are in their
normal positions. The cap or covering plate
may be flanged, as at 32, to overhang the

upper edge of the wall of the shell and fit

snugly in the opening in the desk-top, and
thus conceal the same, so that when of metal
only the upper su rface of the cap or covering
plate requires ornamentation or finishing,

such as nickeling or polishing; but as the
edges of this cap or covering plate are pro-
tected by the abutting edcre& of the opening

in the desk-top said ecap may be constructed |
| that the movable member of the ink-well is

of transparent mater ial, such as glass, which,

obviously, is more readily cleansed, and hence_.
is more sanitary than metal, a,nd provides

for giving an unobstructed view of the in-
terior of the mk-reeeptacle to facilitate fill-
ing without causing the'ink to overflow. In
the construction illustrated this cap orcover
is provided below its overhanging flange 32
with a threaded periphery 31 for engagement

with corresponding threads 14, formed near

the upper edge of the wall of thie cup.

The cap or cover forming the top wall of
the outer receptacle and the top wall of the
inner receptacle are provided with pen-holes
33 and 21, respectively, which when 1n regis-
tration constitute a pen - passage through
which a pen-point may be introduced into
the inner receptacle, and in order to provide
for movement of the inner receptacle with
relation to the outer receptacle to close this
pen-passage the inner receptacle is provided
with a finger-lug 22, preferably milled at 1ts
upper surface and arranged in a slot 34,
formed in the cap or cover 30, the uppersur-
face of said lug being flush with the upper
surface of the cap or cover, so as to afford no
projection above the latter and yet enable
the inner receptacle to be moved by means
of a finger resting on said milled surface.
Also, this lug and co6perating slot constitute
means forlimiting the movement of the inner
receptacle, so that when the lug is in contact
with one end of the slot the pen-openings are
in registration and when in contact with the
othel end of the slot said openings are out of
registration. The top of the ink-receptacle
is preferably arranged in contact with the

under surface of 'ohe cap or cover to form an

air-tight and dust-proof joint, and this rela-
tion between the parts may be secured even
if the under surface of the cap or coveris cut
away or hollowed to lighten the same, and in
order to facilitate the movement of the inner
reeeptaele and prevent adhesion an antifrie-

tion-bearing is preferably provided, the same

in the construemon illustrated consisting of a
series of balls 13, arranged in a race 11,
formed in the bottom of the cup 10 and di-

vided by partitions 12, which prevent the

balls from becoming grouped. In order to

|

prevent accidental or surreptitious disen-
cagement of the cap or cover from the cup,

721,542

the former is preferably provided near its pe-
riphery with a hole 35 for registration with a
corresponding notch 19 in the wall of the cup,
and a locking-pin 50 is dropped into said reg-
istering openings when the cap or cover has
been turned to place.

In order to facilitate removal of the ink-re-
ceptacle from the cup for cleansing or other
purposes, a hook 40 is provided, the Same
having at its extremities a ring or eye 41 and
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a knob 42. The hooked extremlty of this de-

vice may be inserted through the pen-open-

ing 21 to enable the reeeptacle to be removed
wwhout soiling the hands.

From the above description it will be seen

entirely concealed and protected and is inac-

cessible except at the single point formed by

the lug 22, which can be reached only by plac-
ing a finger over the slot in the cap or cover
and pressing it downward sufficiently to en-
gage the milled surface, and therefore the
risk of breaking the ink-receptacle isreduced
to the minimum.
trated the ink-receptacle is mounted for ro-

tary movement, and in practice this con-

struction is preferred because of the greater
facility of mounting a cylindrical or ap-

proximately cylindrical outer receptacle in
the desk-top; but it will be understood that

the essential feature of the invention 1s a
relative arrangement of the parts such as

to provide for the movement of an inner

protected receptacle for the Ink with rela-
tion to an outer protecting receptacle which
forms the means for attaching the well to
the desk-top, and as this -inner- movable re-

i eceptacle is entirely closed by an outer pro-
tective cup even the breakage of the former

will not result in scattering the fragments in
or on the desk or in spilling the ink, and

thus injuring the contents of the desk. More-

over, the construction illustrated provides for
forming an ink-receptacle of large superficial
area sufficient to give the necessary capacity
for ink, while forming it of a depth insuffi-
cient to permit the introduction of a pen far
enough to allow the ink to reach the pen-
holder, the advantage of an ink-well of con-
siderable capacity being that the necessity
for frequent refilling is “avoided. It will be
seen, moreover, that the refilling of the in-
ner receptacle may be accomplished when the

In the construction illus-
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pen-openings are in registration without re- -

moving said receptacle From the cup 10, and
the progress of the filling operation may be
watched either through the pen-passage or
through the slot 34 in the cap or cover when
the ink-receptacle is of glass or other trans-
parent material.

Having described the invention, what is
claimed 15—

1. An ink-well comprising an external elo-
sure having a pen-opening, an inner ink-re-
ceptacle 1'obatably mounted within the outer
closure and having an upper wall provided
with a pen-opening which by moving the said
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1nk receptacle, mey be brouwht into e,nd out- I
ive receptacle provided with a removable cap

- of registration with the pen- hole in the ex-

ternal closure. o
2. An ink-well havmﬂ' an outer protectwe
receptacle comprising a cup having & remov-

able cap or cover promded with a pen-open-
ing, and an inner ink -receptacle movably
~mounted within the outer receptacle and pro-

vided in its upper wall within a pen- opening

10

adapted for registration with the pen-open-

~ ing in the cap or cover by the movement of

"--1eceptaele comprising a eup and a ecap or
having an 1nterloekmﬂ' engagement

‘said inner receptacle.

3. An ink-well ha,vm& an outer protectlve

cover
with the sald cup,andaninner mk-reeepteele

~ movably mounted in the outer receptacle,
~ said receptacles bemg prowded in theitr up-

30

. per walls with pen-openings adapted for reg-
20

istration by the movement of the inner re-
ceptacle.. -

 4; An mk-well ha,vmﬂ' an outer protectwe
receptacle comprising a cup and a cap or|

cover having a threaded engagement with the

wall of the cup, locking means for securing |
. the cap or cover against aceldentel mevement-'

- with relation to the cup, and an inner ink-.
 receptacle movably mounted in the outer re-
"cepteele said outer and inner receptacles be-

ing provided in their upper walls with pen-

- openings adapted for registration by the

“movement of the inner receptacle.
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5.  An ink- well having an outer reeeptaele_

comprising a cup and acap or cover having a
threaded engagement with the wall of bhe

cup, said cap or cover and the wall of the cup.

 being provided with registering seats, a lock-

40

ing-pin-for engagement with said %eete, and

an inner ink- reeeptecle movably mounted in
~the outer recepta,cle said reeepteeles being:
| prewded in their upper walls with pen-open-
~ings for registration by the movement of the

~ inner reeepteele

_'45

6. Anink-well com pI‘ISlHU‘ an outer proteet— |
ive receptacle provided with a removable cap |

- orcover, said cap or cover having a pen-open-
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'. '_ in said slot for llmltmn' the movement of the )

ing and a slot, and an inner ink-receptacle |
| -'_movably mounted in the outer reeeptaele'
and provided with a pen-opening for regis-

tration with that of the cap orcover, and elee
prowded with a lug or projection arranﬂed

~ inner recepta,cle

-

or cover, sald eap or cover having a pen-open-
ing and a slof, and an inner receptacle mov-

7. Anink-well comprising anouterprotect- |

3

eblv meunted in the outer receptacle and
promded in its upper wall with a pen-open--

ing for registration with that of the cap or
eover, and also provided with a lug or pro-
jection extending into the slot of. the cap or
ceover and terminating approximately flush
“with the surface of the latter to form means
whereby the inner receptacle may be moved
‘with relation to the outer receptacle.

8. ‘An ink-well comprising an outer recep-

- teele prowded with a removable cap or cover
and having in its bottom a divided ball-race
and autlfrwtlon balls, and an inner recepta-
‘cle movably mounted in the outer receptaele

on said balls, and with its upper surface in
contact with the under surface of seld cap

or cover, the cap or coverand the upper wall

of the inner receptacle being prowded with

7e

pen-openings aaapted for 1eﬂ*1etratlon by the

movement of the inner receptecle

9. Anink-well comprising an outer proteet-

ive receptacle having an open-topped ap-
. proximately eyhndncel cup and a removable
cap or cover having an interlocking engage-.
ment with the wall ef the cup, the well of 'i;he

cup being provided with openings for fasten-

ing dewees, and an inner receptacle mevably |
| mounted in the outer receptacle and covering

said openings in the wall thereof to eeneeel._ -

adapted for remsbxamon by the mevement of

“the Inner receptaele

fastening devices engaged with said open-.
ings, the top walls of the outer and inner re-
.__cepteeles being provided with pen- openings
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10. An ink-well cemprlsm& an euter pro- o

tective receptacle, an inner cylindrical ink-
reeepteele mounted for rotary movement on -

its vertical axis in the outer receptacle and

| inelosed on all sides by the latter, and means
for limiting said rotary movement said re-. .

ceptacles having reﬂ*lstra,ble pen- openmws, o

substantially as eet forth
* In testimony that I elelm the foren'omﬂ' as.

1-100..-

my own I have hereto affixed my sw*nfl,ture in
the presence of two witnesses. |
B ALVAII LAURENCE CARTER
Wltnesses |
~J. HOWARD MEGREW
A. J NYSTROM
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