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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM S. HUNKINS,

a citizen of the United States, residing at Mer-

riam Park, Ramsey county, Minnesota, have
invented eertam new and useful Improve-
ments in Garment-Supnorters of which the

- followingisafull, clear, and exact description.
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My invention relates to improvements in
garment-supporters, and particularly to that

class adapted to support a skirt or trousers at |

the waist. - |
The object of my mvenmon is 1o plowde a

satisfactory means for supporting the nether

garment in a simple manner, so that it may
ve readily and guickly attached-and detached

- when desired. The structure is of such a na-
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- readily attached to an ordinary button.
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ture, as will be seen on inspection of the ac-

companying drawings and by the description
hereinafter, that it may be worn underneath
a shirt, a waist, or simifar garment and while

supporting the nether garment at the sathe
time holding the upper garment securely in

place and that, too, without the necessity of
any alteration in structure of the upper gar-

ment or additional pins, buttons, &e., other

than the ordinary buttons which. are sewed
on or secured to the upper inner edge of the
nether garment.

terminal devices Wthh are adapted to be

In
addition the deviceis used in connection with

an auxiliary band or belt for the purpose of
positioning the extremities of the suspenders.
These terminal devices are so formed as to be-

readily adjustable upon the belt to acecommo-
date them to the proper distances between the

- supporting-buttons.
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In the aecompanymﬂ' dmwmcrs I‘wure 1
represents in perspeebwe a garment Sup-
porter embodying the improvements of my
invention. Fig, 2 is a detailed elevation of
the terminal attachingdevice. Fig.31s aside
elevation, partly in section, of those parts
shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a side elevation,

partly in section, of the same detail with the
adjacent parts of a garment secured in place.

In Fig. 11 have designated the main mem-
bers of the supporting device by the refer-
ence-letter A. The lower front ends are bi-
furcated, as is customary in suspenders of

lower end of this loop at ¢

this general type, to form the members A" A’.
It will be obvious, however, that suspenders
having a single rather than a bifurcated front
supporting member may be used, if desired.
. B is a belt or band adapted to encirele the
waist of a person and to which the suspenders
A areattached by the terminal devices. These
attaching devices are formed, as will be par-
tlcula,rly seen on inspection of_Flcr 2,0f a bar
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C, a plate-like member D, and a buttonhole- _

loop E. The bar C, as herein shown, is merely
a short loop of wire, through which the end
of the suspender member passes. The plate
D, which has two slots separated by a strip d,
is carried by the bar C and preferably hinged
thereto. The belt-I3 passesthrough the slots
in the plate. The buttonhole-loop E is also
hinged to the bar C. All three portions of
the attachmw device C, D, and E when free

to move upon each other and upon the end of

the suspender members A’ A’ will accommo-
date themselves freely to the condition under
which they are worn. It will be noted also
that the plate D is so formed that 1ts position
upon the belt B may be shifted as desired by
simply pulling it one way or the other.

- The buttonhole-loop K is formed with an

| | enlarged central portion of a size sufficient to
It consists in prowdmﬂ* a pair of suitable

suspenders, braces, or shoulder-straps with

pass” easily over an ordinary button. The

width, but is of a size sufficient to permit the
shank of a button and a certain amount of

cloth material or fabric to pass within .the

same. ‘There should be such a proportion

‘between the contracted portion e and the
| button-to be used that friction will exist be-

tween the inside edges of the loop and the
outside of the shank or threaded portion of
the button when attaching the device. As

the loop K is formed,preferably,of wire,a con-

siderable degree of spring effect will be found
to exisi at the throat of the contracted por-
tion, so that while the shank of the button or
the atta,chmg thread .and the cloth wrapped
around the same may pass through the con-
tracted portion with some resistance it will
be held free and less likely to injure the fab-
ric when the shank and button have been

pulled down into the end of the loop.

In Fig. 4 I have shown in a manner some-
what diagrammatic the-device as in use, in
which I represents a portion of the fabric as

is contracted in
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caught up and held over the button II by the ]|

loop K. As the fabric F is held between the
shank or fastening portion of the button and

~the loop Lk, the upper garment will be held in
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some other non-corrosive substance.

place at the same time that the nether gar-
ment & is supported. That this is advanta-

geous will be readily understood. |

- Upon inspection of Figs. 3 and 4 it will be
seen that I have constructed the button- loop
K in such a manner that the lower part of the
same lies in a somewhat different plane than
the upper portion. The purpose of this is
that when the device is being brought into
use in attaching it to a button on the upper

inside edge of the nether garment the button

may slip readlly into Dlace in the enlarged
portion of the loop preparatory to dmwuw it
down into the lower contracted portion. “In
Fig. 4 1t will be noted that when the parts
are in their final resting position the lower
contracted portion of the loop K liesin a plane
nearly parallel to the direction of pull upon
the suspender member A. The bar C and
the loop K of the attaching device are prefer-
ably formed of brass wire, while the plate D
18 of suitable thin metal. All three of these
parts I prefer shall be plated with nickel or
The
straps and beit may be made of webbing of a
suitable weight and elastie, if desired.

T'0o make use of my improved garment-sup-

porter, the suspenders should be placed over

the shoulders in the usual manner and the
belt I3 buckled to a suitable tension. The at-
taching devices may then be adjusted in po-
sition on the belt B to correspond with the
buttons on the nether garment. The sus-
penders may of course be adjusted to any
length, as is usual in articles of this charac-
ter. When the upper garment, shirt, or the

like 18 then put on, the attaching device may
be easily located and the buttonsinsertedinto
the upper enlarged portion of the loops E.
The button on entering theloop of course car-
ries with it a portion of the fabrie of the skirt,
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waist, or the like and is drawn down with it
into the contracted portion of the loop. The

‘garment-supporter,it will be seen, is therefore

complete in itself and requires no additional
supporting device of any character.
What I elaim 1s—
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1. A garment-supporter comprising a pair -

of suspenders, a belt, means carried by said

suspendersforslidably engagingsaid belt and |
‘means carried by said suspenders for detach-

ably engaging a button, substantially as de-
seribed. -

2. A garment-supporter comprising a flexi-
ble belt, plates having slots for slidably en-
gaging said belt and button-supporting loops
hin zed and movable relatively to said plates,
qubstantmlly as described.
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3. An attaching device of the character de-

scribed comprising a belt, a slotted plate slid-
ably engaging said belt, a button- holdingloop
hinged and movable relatlvely to said plate,
sald loop having a contracted lower portion
relatively smallel than its central pmtlon

substantially as described.

4. A garment-supporter comprising a pair
of suspenders, bars C, C, carried by the ends
of the members thereof, and buttonhole-loops
E, E, carried by said bars, substantially as
described, with the lower contracted portion
lying in a plane making an acute angle with
the plane of the main body portion.

5. A garment-supporter comprising sup-

porting-straps adapted to be worn over the
shoulders, a beltadapted to be worn about the
waist, means for attaching said straps to said
beltand means fordetachably engaginga but-
ton said button-engaging means being also
carried by said straps.

Signed at Minneapolis, Minnesota, this 16th
day ot September, 1902,

WILLIAM S, HUNKINS.

Witnhesses:
F. V. LINDSEY,
H. A. STRONG.
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