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To all whom Tt may concer:

Be it known that I, JosEPH R. BOWLING )
citizen of the Umted States, residing at St
Louis, in the State of Missouri, have invented
a certain new and useful Improvement in
False-Top Stakes, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exaot descﬂpbmn reference
bemﬂ' had to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to stakes adapted to
be secured to the upper portion of a car-body
and provide means for carrying a ramovable
false top.

T'he object of the invention is to provide
sach stakes in a form particularly adapted
for metal car-bodies and which shall possess

the advantages of bemg simple and ¢heap in.
construetwn offective in holding the false- |

top boards in place, readily removable, and
when in use acting to brace the car sides
againstdistortion from lateral pressure on the

false top.
The invention is more fully described here-

inafter and 1ts essentials pomted out in the

claims.
In the drawings, which fully illust{rate the

invention, qure 1is a somewhat diagram-
matic elevation of a portion of acar to which
my stakes are applied. Fig.2 is & cross-sec-
tion through the side of the car, showing the
stake in side elevation.

face view thereof.
horizontal section on the line 5 5 of Fig. 2.

In the car shown the side is of the ﬂ'uder :
| metal plate and fourangle-strips, twoon each

type, being a sheet-metal plate A, having an ; |
side of the plate, and rivets securing the an-

upper chord a, which isan angle-beam rivet-

ed to it, struts o', and lower chords a~.

Thestake itself consistsof angle_-pieees riv--

eted to a plate. The plate is designated B
and is adapted to rest on thetop of the upper
chord a of the car and extend to the extreme
height of the stake. Riveted to this plate
are four angle-strips, (designated 6’ & and 0*

b*, respectively.) The strips &' extenddown

below the plate B on the innerside of the car,
lying snugly against the vertical flange of the

- angle-bar o and against the plate A The

angle-strlps b2are bent outward at their lower
ends to form the flanges 6% which rest on the

50 upper side of the hm*izontal_ portion of the

Fig. 3 is an outer
face view of the stake, and FKig. 4 an inner
Fw 5 is substantlally a

 angle-beam .

Beneath the angle-strips 6°
~arethe fbracing-bmckets C. 'These are two
' angle-strips bent outward at their upper ends
to fﬁrm the flanges ¢, which. are d1reetly be-
neath the ﬁanﬂ'ee b,

My stake is b{)lted to the car, so that it may
be readily removed if desired. The bolts D’
D’ hold the strips 6° and the strips € to the
upper chord, the same bolts passing through
the flange b3, the upper chord, and the flange

t ¢. The bolts D® D? pass through the angle-

strips b, the vertical flange of the ¢hord a,
the plate A, and the strips C, securing these

| parts tOﬂ'ether while lower down the bolts

D3 D? pass throuﬂ*h the strips 0, the plate A,
and the strips C.

From the above description it will be seen
that my stake, being made simply of asheet-
metal plate-and angle-strips riveted thereto,
may be very cheaply constructed and may
be easily applied to the car or removed from
it, and when in place is prevented from dis-
torting the carsides by the reinforeing-braces.

When in place, the stake provides oppo-
sitely-facing grooves, in which lie the boards

E, constituting the false top, these boards be-
ing held in place by bolts I, passing through
the board and occupying holes b°in the an-
ole-strips of the stake.

I claim—
1. A false-top stake eempﬂsed of a medial

plate and four angle-strips with projecting
flanges riveted to the plate.

2. A false-top stake composed of a sheet-

cle-strips to the plate, the same rivet passing
through the plate and the flanges of two an-
gle-strips.

3. A fa.lse-tap stake consisting of a sheet-
metal plate, a pair of anﬂle-strlps secured to

opposite sides thereof, and extending below

the plate,and another pair of- aﬁgle-stmps Se-

cured to opposite sides of the plate and
{ flanged outwardly adjacent to the lower edge

of the plate. .
4, A false-top stake consisting of a sheet-

metal plate, a pair of angle- strlps on Oppo-
site sides of the plate, rivets passing through
the plate and the angle-strips and securing
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- them together, a second pair of angle-strips | with a sheet-metal car side having an angle-

IO

on opposite sides of the plate, rivets securing
these strips to the plate, one pair of angle-
strips extending below the plate and the other
pair being turned outwardly adjacent to the
lower edge of the plate, all of said angle-

strips being placed with those flanges which |

are secured to the plate projecting outwardly
toward the edges of the plate.

5. A false-top stake consisting of a sheet-
metal plate, a pair of angle-strips secured to

~ opposite sides thereof, and extending below
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the plate, and another pair of angle-strips se-
cured to opposite sides of the plate and
flanged outwardly adjacent to the lower edge
of the plate, combined with a sheet-metal car
side having a vertical plate to which the first-
mentioned pair of angle-strips are secured,
and an upper chord to which the second-men-
tioned pair are secured.

6. The combination with a sheet-metal car
side having an outwardly-projecting beam at
its upper edge, of a stake resting on the up-
per side of said beam and engaging the inner
side of the car, a reinforce on the outer side
of the car beneath said stake, bolts passing
through the upper chord and securing the
stake and reinforce thereto, and other bolts
passing through the car side and securing
the stake and reinforce thereto.

7. A false-top stake consisting of a sheet-
metal plate and four angle-strips riveted to

it, two on each side of the plate, combined |

beam along its upper edge, two of the angle- 35 |

strips of the stake extending downward along
the inner side of the carside and two of them
being turned outwardly at their lower ends
and resting on the upper side of the angle-
beam, and a reinforce on the outer side of 4o
the car opposite the downwardly-extending

| angle-strips and beneath the outwardly-ex-

tending angle-strips, and means for securing
all of said parts together.

8. A false-top stake consisting of a sheet- 45
metal plate, a pair of angle-strips secured to
opposite sides thereof, and extending below
the plate, and a second pair of angle-strips
secured to opposite sides of the plate and
flanged outwardly adjacent to the lower edge 30
of the plate, combined with a sheet-metal car
side having a vertical plate to which the first-
mentioned pair of angle-strips are secured
and an upper chord to which the second-men-
tioned pair are secured, a third pair of an- 55
ole-strips on the outer side of the car Dbe-
neath the upper chord and flanged outwardly
at their upper ends, and bolts securing all -
of said angle-strips together.

In testimony whereof 1 hereunto affix my 6o

signature in the presence of two witnesses.
JOSEPH R. BOWLING.

Witnesses:
ALBERT H. BATES,
B. W. BROCKETT.
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