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GEORGE E. MELLEN, OF CHICAGO,

ILLINOIS.

‘GAME APPARATUS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 720,533, dated February 10, 1903.

Application filed June 30, 1902, Serial No. 113,837.

(No model.)

To all whomv Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE E. MELLEN, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of

~ Illinois, have invented a new, useful, and Im-
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proved Game Apparatus, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description, ref-
erence bemn‘ had to the accompanying draw-
ings, formmfr a part of this speelhcatlon in
whlch——-

Figure 1 is a longitudinal vertical sectional
view of a game apparatus embodying the fea-

tures of my invention, and Fw 2 18 a pL‘—m

view thereof.

Corresponding letters of reference in the
different figures indicate like pa,l ts. |

The object of my invention is to provide a
portable game apparatus to be played with
balls and .other elements, and more especially
adapted for usein bowling, said apparatus be-
ing intended to be placed upon a floor or
other level surface upon which the balls may
be rolled to the apparatus, all of which 1s
hereinafter more particularly described, and
specifically set forth in the claims.

Referrineg to the drawings, @ represents
generally a framewmk of wood or other suit-
able material having side pieces or walls b b,
a back ¢, preferably vertwal or sub%tantla,lly
so, and a flange or overha,nn'mg portion d, ex-
tendmo* forwa,rdly from the back c.
ner wall of the back ¢ is lined with & padding
e to form a cushion for cushioning the balls,
as hereinafter stated. A portion 1 of the bot-
tom is raised, as shown, above the level of
the respective ends, and upon said level por-
tion are placed spots g, arranged substantially
in the order indicated in I‘1g 2.
the rear end of the raised portion f I attach

to the walls b b by means of pivot-pins or

serews i supports 4, which are intended to

stand normally in a vertical position, as

shown, and are connected by means of a suit-
able cross-piecej. Stretched between the up-
rights ¢ ¢ are parallel wires k k, directly be-
neath the cross-piece 7. Loosely suspended
from or hinged to each of said wires by means
of loops [ [are a series of hanging gates m m,
which are free to swing rearwardly upon said
wires independently of each other; but the
forward gates are prevented from forward
movement by means of a common stop n, Ifig.
1. A portion o, preferably made of sheet

The in-

At or near

metal, forms an inclined plane at the front,
up which the balls are rolled to the flat por-
tion f, upon which the spots g are located.

Upon the latter may be placed a number of
pins or other elements p to be played upon
by means of balls x, projected up the incline
0, the impact serving to carry the ball and
one Or more pins beneath the gates, where
they arestopped by contact with the cushion e.

I have found in practice that where a sin-
ole gate is used instead of two, one behind

the other, the ball, if projected with consider-
able foree, will rebound beneath the gate
while the latter is yet raised and before it has
time to resume its normal position. 'This ob-
jectionable tendency is, however, entirely

overcome by the use of two sets of gates, as

the impact of the bottom of the torward gate
upon the rear one acts like a blow upon the
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former to force it forward instantly upon the

passage of the ball, thereby forcing 1t to its
normal position in advance of the rebound of
the latter. Moreover, the advantage of using
a series of gates in alinement is equally im-
portant. Were a single gate extended be-

tween the walls b b, it would be liable to be

obstructed by one or more pins or balls lodg-
ing behind the gate before all the balls of &
given inning were played; but with a series
of adjacent gates this cannot occur, inasmuch
as they are independent of each other and
each is wide enough to a,dmm the passa,ﬂ'e of

a ball.
In order to prevent the balls or other ele-

‘ments after having passed the gates from
rolling forward and obstructing the ogates, SO

as to prevent or interfere with the passage of
other balls, I cause the bottom portion w be-
hind the gates to be lowered, so as to form a

q, said edge part w being inclined rearwardly,

shown, WhICh causes the balls to roll back
and resb normally against the rear wall.

- As stated, the uprights 1 7 are pivoted at
the bottom. The object of this is to enable
said uprights to be knocked down or moved

to a horizontal position, as indicated in dotved

lines in FKig. 1, thus rendering the device
more compact and less liable to injury when
not in use or when packed for shipment.
Springs 7, having inwardly-bent ends s,
are secured to the 01113@1:'_ walls of the struc-
ture, the parts s being arranged to pass
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through the openings in said walls and into | and side walls, a bottom having a raised level

bores ¢, formed in the uprights 2, thereby
serving to normally lock sald uprights in a
vertical position.

A stop n serves to prevent the forward
movement of the front row of gates, while
leaving them free to swing back, and a simi-
lar stop v is provided to limit the backward
movement of the rear gates, thereby prevent-
ing the balls from being thrown out above the
rear wall.

Having thus described my invention, L
claim——

1. In a game apparatus, a structure having
back and side walls but open at the front, a
raised flat suarface between the front and
rear, an inclined planeleading from the front
upwardly thereto and a series of independ-
ently-swinging gates arranged side by side
across sald device interposed between the
front and rear.

2. A game apparatus consisting of a struc-
ture openatthe front and provided with back
and side walls, a bottom having a raised por-
tion between the frontl and rear, an ineclined
plane leading from the front to said flat por-
tion, and a series of Independent gates ar-
ranged to swing upon horizontal axes between
the front and rear. |

3. A game apparatus consisting of a struc-
ture open at the front and provided with rear
and side walls, a bottom having a raised level
portion between the front and rear adapted
as a support for movable elements, an in-
clined plane leading upwardly from said open
front to said level portmn a series of inde-
pendent gates suspended from the tops upon
horizontal axes, said gates being located be-
tween the front and rear of said structure
and means for preventing the fmwald ImMove-
ment of said gates.

4., A game apparatus consisting of a strue-

ture open at the front and provided with rear |

as a

portion between the front and rear adapted
suapport for movable elements, an in-
clined plane leading upwardly from said open
front to said level portion, and a plurality of
independent gates arranged parallel to each
other across said structure between front and
and rear, satd gates being arranged to swing

| upon borizontal axes.

5. A game apparatus adapted to be utilized
in the playing of games with balls and other
elements, consisting of a struecture open at
the front and provided with rear and side
walls, a bottom having a raised level portion
between the front and rear adapted as a sup-
port for movable elements, an inclined plane
leading from sald open front to said level por-
tion, and two rows of independent gates ar-
ranged parallel toeach other acrosssaid struc-
ture between front and rear, said gates being
suspended upon horizontal axes, the bottom
of said structure behind said gates being in-
clined rearwardly.

6. A game apparatus adapted to be used in
the playin g of games with balls and other ele-
ments, consisting of an open-fronted struc-
ture having side and rear walls, a bottom hav-
ing a raised level portion between the front
and rear, an inclined plane leading from said
front to said level portion, a pivoted gate-
support located between the front and rear
of said structure, means for normally locking
the same in a vertical position, and a plural-
1ty of independent gates suspended from said
support upon horlmntal axes.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification, in the presence of two sub%el 1h-
ing witnesses, this 28th day of June, 1902.

GEORGE E. MELLEN.

Witnesses:
D. H. FLETCHER,
A. C. ODELL.
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