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To all whom it ma,y CONCETTL: -
Beit knownthatI, MARGARET A. ORMSBEE

" acitizen of the United States, residing at Fall
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River, in the county of Bristol and State of
Massaehusetts have invented certain new
and useful Impmvements in Waistbands for
Skirts; and I do declare the following to be a
full, elear and exact description of the 1 inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it apperbams t0 make and use the
samae. |

sThis invention relates to walstba,nds for

ladies’ outer or dress skirts.

- The object of the invention is to prowde a

waistband which combines simplicity of con-
struction with ease of application to the gar-
ment and adjustability to suit different sizes
of skirts and waists and which is further
adapted to be used as an extender to gwe the
long-waist effect now in vogue.

Tothisend the invention consists of a waist-
band embodying certain novel features of con-
struction and combmatwn of parts, as will be
hereinaflter more fully described, and particu-
larly pointed out in the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure * is
a view of a dress-skirt embodying my inven-
tion. FKig.21is alongitudinal section through
the waistband, showmﬂ' the edge of the sklrt
fitted between the folds thereof FFig. 3 i8 a
vertical cross-section through the band online
3o of Fig, 2, Fig.4isa perspectwe view of
the Wa,lstband deta,ched

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, 1 represents the dress-skirt, and 2
the waistband.

The waistband consists of two parallel folds

3 4, of elastic material, and is preferably

formed of a single strip of the material dou-
bled upon itself to form one end of the band
and having its free end edges inturned and

- stitched together to form the opposite end of

the band; but, if desired, two independent
strips may be employed and suitably stitched
together. After the foldsor plies are assem-

- bled or laid in parallel relation the ends and

upper longitudinal edges of the folds are
united by a line of stitching 5.  Provided at
intervals along the band are inelastic rein-
foreing-strips 6, each consisting of a strip of

fabrie folded centrally over the upper edge of
the band and having its ends extending down |
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upon the outer sides of the folds 3 4 and their
edges turned in upon the inner faces of said
folds. 'These inelastic strips may be applied
prior to making the line of stitching 5, so that
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the upper edges thereof will be crossed and

secured to the folds 3 4 by said stitehing, or,
1f desired, the upper edges of the strips may
be secured by an additional line of stitehing,
which may be a continuation of a line of
stitching 8, which secures the side edges and
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inturned edge of the end of the strip to the

underlying fold or elastic "strip of the waist-
band. After the parts have been united in

the manner described the waistband will be

completed and as the lower edges of its folds
are ununited forms a pocket (see Fig. 4) to fit
down over and receive the upper edge 9 of
the skirt 1. In applying the waistband it is
fitted down over the edge 9, so as toreceive
the same between the folds 3 4, and then said
edge 9 and the lower edges of ‘said folds are
umted by a line of Stltc}llnﬂ‘ 10.

By making and applying ‘the wa.lstband in
the manner above described the edge 9 of the
garment may be left in a raw or unhemmed
state, as it will be concealed between the
folds 34 and securely fastened by the stitch-
ing10. Anelasticwaistband isalso provided,
which is applicable to any skirt and may be
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extended to perfectly fit the walsts of per-

sons of different sizes and which may be ad-
justed at the front to give the long-waist ef-
fect now in style. The purpose of the in-
elastic strips 6 is to give strength and finish

to the band and to prevent uneven strain

from falling upon any portion of the elastic
band. As fhe portions between said strips 6
can only streteh, it-will be apparent that a
linear strain sufficient to break the elastic
strands of the folds will not be transmitted
to said strands, but will be taken up and re-
duced by the inelastic strips and undue
stretching of the strands thus avolded.
Hence the period of-usefulness of the waist-
band will be prolonged to a material extent
and casual giving away of the band in use
avoided. Furthermore, the. band will be

much more comfortable than a rigid or wholly

inelastic band, as it will yield to the move-
ments of the wearer.
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From the foregoing description, tdken in -

connection with the aceompanying drawings,
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the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.
Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construetion may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-

ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of

this invention.
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters

Patent, is—

A waistband for skirts consisting of paral-
lel elastic strips united at their ends and up-
per edges and fres from connection at their
lower edges, forming a pocket to receive the
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| edge of the skirt, the lower edges of the strips

and edge of the skirt adapted to be united
by a single row of stitches, and inelastic fold-
ed strips embracing the elastic strips at in-
tervals and united thereto, forming a band
having alternate elastic and inelastic por-
tions, substantially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

MARGARET A. ORMBBEE.

Witnesses:
CHARLES R. CUMMINGS,
JAMES T. CUMMINGS.
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