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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, CHARLES C. SCHILD, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Ionia,"
in the county of Ionia and State of Michigan,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Self - Locking Leg-Bands for

. Poultry or Birds; and I do hereby declare the

IO

following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same. .

My invention relates to self-locking leg-

- bands for poultry, pigeons, &c., for the pur-
- pose of 1dentification of the same by means
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of numerals—such as ¢‘1, 2, 3,4,” &e.—orany
other distinguishing marks stamped or print-
ed thereon to distinguish one fowl or bird
from another; and it consists in the construe-
tion and arrangement of its parts, which will

nitely pointed out in the claims.

be more fully hereinafter described, a,nd de_ﬁ-_ |

The objects of myinvention are to provide.

a self-locking leg-band, which is simple in its
construction, one which may be easily aud

quickly applied to the leg of a fowl or bird |
without the use of pliers or other mechaniecal

devices, and which is so firmly constructed
that it cannot be removed therefrom without
destroying the band, also one which may
be constructed with the waste of but little
material, thus enabling it to be cheaply or
economically manufactured. I attain these

objects by means of the device herein de-

scribed, and illustrated by the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved self-locking leg-band shown partly

formed in an unlocked position. Fig. 2 isa
perspective view, in locked position, as it ap-

pears after having been applied to the leg of
a fowl or bird, Fig. 3 is a plan view of the
inner side of the band, showing its construc-
tion before it has been formed as shown in
Figs. 1, 2, and 5. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal
section of same, taken on the line x « of Fig.
3. Fig. 518 a horizontal section-of my im-
proved self-locking leg-band in locked posi-
tion. |

Referring to the drawings, A indicates a
strip of metal of suitable length, breadth, and

thickness, having at one end the tongue a

formed thereon and integral therewith. Said

| tongue a 1s oblong in form and has an offset

b in it at or near the portion where it joins
the strip A, which constitutes the body por-
tion of my improved self-locking leg-band.
The tongue a by reason of the offset b being
formed therewith is forced outward to a dis-
tance equal to the thickness of the metal of
which it is formed, the purpose of which will
hereinafter appear.

¢ 18 a hook formed on the inner surface of
the tongue ¢ near its outer end. It isof the
form indicated in Figs. 3 and 4, the outer or
engaging portion ¢ of whichis at a right an-

gle to the outer and inner surfaces of the

tongue a, from which it is struck. The pur-
pose of this form of construction is to give a
minimum amount of frietional surface, and
thereby allow the leg-band to be easily and
reaally locked.

e 1s a guide formed on the end of the metal
strip A, the inner edge of which is of little
longer length than the end of the tongue «,
made so by reason of its having been cut and
forced out of said metal strip A. The pur-
pose of said guide e will be more fully here-
inafter explained. On the opposite end of
the metal strip A is a guard f, forced out of
the metal to form the depression %, the inner
surface of which isof the same contour as the
outer end of the tongue a. Ithasan.opening
g in one end for the reception of the tongue
a, with its hook ¢, the outer end portion 7, of
the metal strip A being used as a place for se-
curement when the band is in locked position.

The manner of adjusting my improved self-
locking leg-band isas follows: The metalstrip

i Ahaving been placed against the leg of a fowl

or bird midway its outer ends said ends are
formed around and brought together, and the
tongue a, with its hook ¢, is passed over the
outer surface 2 of said metal strip A, and said
end portion / is depressed at the same time
1n order to allow said tongue ¢ to enter the
opening g, while the gnide ¢ (see Figs. 2 and

| 5) 18 brought within the inner surface of the

metal strip A to preserve the form thereof,
and in combination with the hook ¢ the edge

| 2 i8 brought in contact with the inner edge

7 of the engaging portion %, and the lock is
formed (it being understood that the engag-
ing portion A returns to its normal position
after the hook ¢ has passed the same and en-
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tered the opening ¢ into the depression k
formed in the guard 7) and so remains, as the
ocuard f prevents the disengagement of the
tongue o with its hook ¢ thereirom. |
Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— |
1. A self-locking leg-band for poultry or
birds consisting of a strip of sheet metal A,
having a tongue a, at one end with a hook e,
formed thereon, a guard 7, at the other end
having an opening g, atits outer end, and an
engagement portion i, adjacent thereto, said

“engagement portion 7, and guard f, being

adapted to ergage and hold said leg-band in
locked position, substantially as described.

L |
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| b formed therein, and a hook ¢, thereon, a
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2. A self-locking leg-band for poultry or
birds consisting of a strip of sheet metal A,
having a tongue a, at one end with an ofiset
20
cuide e, also at one end, in combination with
a guard f, at its opposite end having an open-
ing ¢, at its outer end, and a depression /, in
its inner surface, and an engaging portion £,
adjacent thereto, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. o

CHARLES C. SCHILD.

Witnesses:
EtHAN T. MONTGOMERY,
Harvey K. KIDDER.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

