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To all whony it nuayy coneeriv: !
Beitknown thatl, AL[ASON 8. NORTON, a ¢itl-
sen of the United States, residing in the city |
and county of San Francisco, State of Cali-.
fornia, have invemted an Improvement in
Rural - Delivery Mail-Boxes; and I hereby
declare the following to be & full, clear, and
oxact deseription of the same. |
My invention relates to an apparatus for
facilitating the delivery or collection of mail-

with reference Lo such

A "

It consists in a novel construction of a re-.
¢ceptacle for mail-matter, 2 means for secur-
ing it to the post or support where 1t is at-
tached, a hinged door by which the recepha-
. the entire diameter
opened for the reception .or removal of the
contents, and means for protecting the door-
opening. | o |

My invention fu rther comprises an indjea-

for locking it in either posi-
tion, whereby the position cannob be changed *
except when the door, has‘been opened.

My invention also comprises details of con-
struction, which will be more fully explained

by reference 10 the accompanying drawings,

Figure
tion.

1 is a perspective view of my inven-
Fig. 2 18 & horizontal section on the
Fig. 3 is a transverse Sec- ‘
Fig. 2. Fig. 1188 view
of the lower face of the upper disk and a top -
view of the lower disk. Fig. 5 is a view of
the door-hinge. Fig. 0 is an enlarged verti-
cal section on the line X 2, Fig. 2, of the door-
lock. O - o
1t is the object of my invention to provide
a mail-box ot such contour as to give the |
oreatest capacity and resistance. to injuries
with the most economical construction and
meanse by which 1t ig readily opened to 1ts
fullest extent Or locked and hermetically
oloments when closed.
 In carrying out my invention I have shown
the box A, made cylindrical in form and pref-
sufficiently heavy sgalvanized Ov
otherwise protected metal, so as to resist the |
action of the olements and be little liable to
injury from oxterior attack. One end 1is per-
manently closed and the other is lett open
and provided with a door B, adapted to swinug

cylinder, and 1t

tor which may fall upon it
side, so that it is

i tween the corresponding lugs 1,

or equivalent means
Dbe had until

for two keys anlike each other

at one side of the open
The inner portion of the
to close into the end of the 55
has a flange projecting out- '-
wardly, which closes flush against the moubh
of the eylinder. A projecting hood 2, fixed
to the top of the eylinder, overhangs the up--
per periphery of the door-flange and serves
to prevent water from entering between 1t
aud the end of'the case and to diveet any wa-
down upon each
| delivered away from the
door and there is no danger of its entering 65
| The hinge consists of a project-/
os 3 upon the door, ﬁtbing'be-/.
secured t\
and entirely *exterior
to its periphery. The. part attached 1o the 72
door fits between the lugs fixed to the case,
and the pintle 6 18 fitted into these lugs.
The upper part 1s closed at top, so that 1o
access can be had toitwhen the dooris closed.
This pintle is secured by a set-screw, as at 7, 75
to which no access ean
the door is opened, thus pre-
venting this portion from being tampered
with. From the opposite side of the door-
opening is the lock. This loek I prefer to
construet with a spring-forced engaging bolt
for locking and with two vertical passages,
with downward openings anlike each other,
for unlock- .
ing to open the door. One key used in its
respeetive holes by the postinan would un-
lock all the boxes in his cireuit, while the
other key, unlike the first, operated in its re- |
spective hole by the person to whoum a box is
appropriated, will unlock his particular box
only. This lock is contained within a rain-
proof housing Y, which is secured to the side
the box, opposite to the hinge, and its bolt.
projects inwardly through. the periphery of
the box, so that when the ‘door is closed the
keeper 10, which projects from the inner face
of the door, passes the bolt, which bein:
1spving-actumed will be retraetod to allow
Lhe keeper to pass and immediately spring
ont and engage the keeper, 30 a8 to prevent 1o
the door from being oper.od until the bolt
has been retracted by the nse of u key in its
respective hole. | .
In order to mount the apparatug, 1 have

upon a hinge located
ond of the eylinder.
door is adapted

6o

the side of the case
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gshown a saddle 11, one part of which is
i1t the periphery of the box, and it
18 secured nesy vhe center to the side of the
box by serews, bol:s, orrivets, so that it can-
not be removed from the outside. -

All parts—sueh as the hinges, the lock,
casing, and the saddle—may be riveted or
preferably secared by serews or bolts fram
be only accessible for re-
moval when the door is opened.

The saddle here deserjbed is hollow, and it
attached to a post, tree,
or any structure convenient for its support
by means of a plate 12, which is bolted u pon
the structure and has lugs 13 projecting out-
ward and adapted to engage with an over-
lipl4in theu
which projects sufficiently from the side of
thecylinder for this purpose. Ahole ismade
through the cylinder, passing through the
interior of the saddle, and a screw 15 may be
introduced through this hole and Intoa screw-
threaded projection 16 u pon the plate, so that
‘when the lip of the saddle has been hooked
over the lugs 13 and this serew introduced,
the device is strongly secured in place, but
disengaging the
screw and lifting it from the plate. This
saddle also'serves for the support of the ver-

tical shaft 17, upon the upper end of which [

is fixed the megtallice indicator or direction-
plate 18. This shaft extends down through
& hole made vertically in the top of the saddle
and intoa sleeve 19, which is turnable in
guides within the saddle by means of a crank
20, projecting below the saddle or equivalent
device. Theshaft, Inay besecuredin the sleeve
by a set-screw or other convenient means, so
as not to be removable.except by removing
the box from its support, so as to obtain ac-
cess through the rear open side of the saddle.

‘The sleeve has upon 18 lower end g disk 21,

from the lower face of which project radial
V-shaped lugs 22, and the Lottom of the 1in-
teriorof the saddle hasa corresponding raised
disk, with radial slots 23,
lugs 22 when the latter are in line with them.
These slots correspond with different posi-
tions which it is desired to give to the indi-
cator at the top of the shaft,. Thusif the in-
dicator is to stand paraliel with the length of
the box, with |
the tail in the opposite, the lugs 22 will cor-
respound with the slot 23 and may be forced
Into them by means of spring 24, which sup-

- rounds the sleeve 19, in which the shaft i car-

60

- moved still farther.
5 V-shaped

ried, and this spring-will force ‘the fugs and
slots into engagement, whenever they stand
In line with each other. If the indicator is
to be torned to the opposite direction, the
lugs are lifted out of the slots and will ride
upon the disk until they reach the next set
of slots, into which they will drop unless
The lugs and slots being
& moderate pressure uponthecrank
or turning device will force them out of en-

~sagemeont, and they will as easily drop into en-

pperpart of the saddle, -

which receive the

the point in one direction and

versely of the axis of the box, these different
positions being understood to show whether
tiiere is mail-matter to he colleeted by the
carrier or whether there is matter in the box
‘which is to be collected by the occupants of
 the house or place to which the box is appro-
priated, and the indicator is turned by the
carrier or by the occupants of the house, as
the case may be, 80 that the carrier without
dismounting ean inspect the box at a consid-
erable distance from his path, and the people
i ab the house can in like manner determine
whether anything has been left for them with-
out opening the box. In order to lock the
indicator when thus 86t to prevent its being
changedby mischieviousormalicious persons,

I have shown a rod 60, guided and movable
i and slidable within thé box and having an
arm 6l, bent - at right angles, projecting
through a slot in the
tering & chamber in the saddle which con-
tains the locking'parts above described. This
arm serves to engage the disk on the sleeve
which carries ghe shaft of the indicator and
prevent its being lifted out of engagement
I with the corresponding grooves, which pre-
} vent its turning. When the arm is with-
drawn from above the
lifted and

the shaft and indicator turned, as

normally pressed out of engagement with the
| disk by a spring, as at 26, The end of the
rod contiguous to the mounth of the box lies

1t will press against the end of the rod, thus
forcing the arm to a position above the disk,
which is then locked, so that the shaft and
Indicator cannot be turned from the outside,
As soon as$ the door is unlocked and opened
the spring will force the arm away fro
disk and leave it and its indieator free to be
turned by the person who has opened the box,
S0 as to give any new indication that may be
desired; but as soon as the door is closed it
again forces the arm forward and locks the
| indicator in place.
«  The door has a tablet,
names.of those whose mail is to be left in that
box. Thistablet may bé changed from thein-

| side only, where also changes of address may
be noted. A very convenient construetion
18 to make an opening of the desired s8ize and
shape through the door and fit a glass to the
front and a metal plate to the back, between
which the cards carrying the names may be
placed.

Having thus desecribed my invention, what
A claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— ._

1. A mail and delivery box, means for re-
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movably securing it consisting of a saddle

the support hav-

' Screw-socket upon the lower part

side of the box and en-

from the-

ing lugs adapted to be engaged by the lip, a
of the-plate
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and a screw adapted to onter said socket from ‘ the lugs, a means. by which the disksare nor-: 40

the interior of the box. B ma.lly_fm'cedmgether and caused 0 interlock

" 9.° A mail-box made eylindrical in form, & when the lugs and gTO0Ves ‘eoincide, and. a

- gaddle fixed 1o gnd projecting from the side | locking device 10 pm%nt'their peing disen- -

5 of the box having a lip in the upper pari, g | gaged. - N o

plate.ﬁmd-m th‘e.-sgipparb;havmg lugs adapt- | . 6. Anindicatoer for mail-boxes having aver- 45
ed to be engaged by the 1ip; & serew-socket - tieal and turnable standard, 3 sockeb in whieh
upon the lower part of the plate, 2 ecrew | the lower end 13 fixed, interlocking disks, one

~ adapted 0 sriter through the interior of the | of which is carried upon the standard, means

o box and securs the Iatter in place and an in-'| by which the disks are caused 1o interlock
dica—tm—aﬂs&nd@%&'-verti'cally-supported above | when the lugs and grooves coincide, an arm 50
the saddle. I - " | by which the parts are retained 10 engage-
3. A mail-box, a support and means for se- | ment; said arm being actuated by the closing .
- curing 19 thereto, a hollow saddle.having & of the door, and means by which it is released -
18 disk in’ the pottom with transverse radial | when the door is opened. o
grooves, & hollow sleeve having & disk at the | 7. A mail-box indicator having & vertical §5.
Jower ‘end with radial logs corresponding turnable standard, snterlocking disks by ©
with the grooves and adapted to interlock which the standard and indicator are retained
. with either when in line therewith, and g ver- | in any desired position, & iock by which the
20 tical shaftor standard fixed within the sleeve indicator 18 .prevented from turning, an arm -

- projecting through the top of the saddlehav- extending from the lock into the path of the 6o
ing an indicator carried upon the u pper end | door whereby the lock is actuated when the -
and turnable therewith whereby the position door is elosed, and means by which the lock -

" of the indicator may be fxed. is released when the door is opened to allow

2z 4. AR indicator for mail-boxes and a verti- | the position of the ndieator to be changed.”

7 cal turnable standard upon whieh it is car-| 8. A mail-box indicator having a revoluble 65
ried, a sleeve within which the lower enc. of | standard, interlocking disks by which the po-
the standard is fixed . & disk carried by the \'sition of the indicator is maintained, a lock

siseve having radial lugs, a ‘e_“(;;rresponding | therefor and means_actuated by the ¢losing
10 fixed disk having grooves corresponding with | of the door to cause it to engage meoans where- .
" the lugs, meaus DY which the disks are not- Dby it ig released when the door 18 opened, and 70

-mally foreed together and caused 1o intgrlock g, -Jever-arm whereby the disks and indicator

‘when the lugs and grooves-coincide‘. S are turnable when released. - I
5 "Anp indlcator for-mail-boxes and a verti- | In witness whereot I have hereunto set'my
35 eal turnable standard upon which it is ear- | hand. B S |
~ ried. 2 sleeve within which the lower end of | IR -,MASON?{S. NORTON.
the standard is fixed, & disk carvied by the ¢ Witnesses: L ) -
sleave having radial lugs, o corresponding | S, H. NOURSE,
fixed disk having gmoyes.eort‘espcmding with ¢+ - - Jussiz C.'BRODIE.
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