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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern.

Be it known thatI, DAVID E. WHITE, a citi-
zen of the United State residing at Win-
chester, in the county of Jefferson and State

of Ka,nsas have invented a new and useful
Buckle - Shleld of which the following is a

specification.

T'his invention relates to buckles, and par-
ticularly to harness-buekles, and has for its
object to provide for shielding and covering
the tongues of buckles, so that they may not
offer pmJectlon% to be ea,uwhr, in parts of the
harness. |

A particular improvement over other de-
vices resides in having the shield independ-
ent of the buckle a-nd capable of being ap-
plied to any strap in position for convenient
engagement with the buckle to cover the
tongue thereot.

Another object is to provide for conven-

iently securing the shield to a strap so that
1t may be adjusted thereon with respeect to
the buckle to oceupy a position for convenient
engagement withand disengagement from the
buckle and also capable of being removed
from the strap and applied to another strap
whenever desired.

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consists in the combination
and arrangements of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-

companying drawings,and particularly point- |

ed out in the appended claims, it being un-
derstood that changesin the form, proportion,
size, and minor details may be made within
the scopeofthe claims without departing from

the spiritor sacrificing any of the ad vantaﬂes

of the invention. |
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perSpecmve
view of a buckle and connected straps hav-

ing the present form of shield permanently

applied thereto. Fig.2 is a longitudinal sec-
tional view thereof. Fig, 3 is a similar view
showing the shield detachably connected to
a strap. Fig.4isa detail perspective view of
a pailr of adjacent straps, one of which has a
shield detachably connected thereto and the
other permanently secured. Fig. b is a de-
tail perspective view of the loop or slide for
connecting the shield to a strap.

|

responding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.
To fully illustrate the application a,nd op-

“eration of the present device, I have shown
.in the accompanying drawings an ordinary
‘buckle 1, having the usunal pwota,l tongue 2

and a strap 3, connected to the-intermediate
bar of the buckle in the ordinary manner,
and anotherstrap 4, engaged with the buckle
These parts are common and well known, and

therefore may vary considerably in form, par-

ticularly the buckle, the only essential pm-tq
of which are the pivotal tongue and an end
bar or loop with which the shleld may engage
to hold 1t to the buckle.

In carrying out the invention 1. employ a
short "length of strap 5 to form the shield

proper, and this shield-strap is secured to the
) strap 4 either permanently or detachably, as

will be hereinafter described. As shown in

Figs. 1 and 2, the shield-strap has been per-

manently seeured in place by means of a
rivet 6, and I also contemplate connecting the

two straps by stitching wherever it may be

desirable or necessary. It will of ecourse be
understood that the shield-strap is secured
to the outer side of the free end portion of
the strap which is without a buckle and is
to be engaged with a buckle upon the oppo-
site strap, the free end portion of the shield
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being passed across the tongue of the buckle

and beneath the fa,rthermost end bar thereof, .

80 as to be held down across the tongue 1:0

“entirely cover the same, and thereby prevent
other portions of the harness from ecatching

upon the tongue. When the shield-strap is

permanently fastened at its rear end, the.

point of attachment should be at a consider-
able distance from the free end of the strap,
so as to give sufficient play to the shield-strap
for engaging the same with the buckle. In
view of the considerable distance between
the point of attachment of the shield-strap

- and its point of engagement with the buckle

1t 18 necessary to hold the intermediate por-
tion of the strap against looseness in order
that it may not become disengaged from the

‘buckle, and therefore I employ a loop or

slide 7, embodying a flat plate 8, having op-
posite 1361 minal laterally deﬂected orinclined

Like cha,racters of reference designate cor- | loops or eyes 9 and 10 and a stud 11, pro-

00

95

ICO




10

20

25

35

40

50

55

6o

05 is longitudinally split or bifurcated to form i

il
~_ 2

T,

jected from the center of the plate, the stud
and the loops directed at the same side of the
plate. The free ends of the main strap and
the shield-strap are passed through the eyes
of the loop orslide, and the stud 11 is passed
through the ordinary corresponding perfora-
tions in the strap members, so as to hold the
slide or loop against endwise movements, the
terminal loops or eyes holding the two straps
in mutual engagement, so as to obviate loose-
ness of the intermediate portion of theshield-
strap. The portions of the straps between
the opposite ends of the loop or slide may be
drawn ontwardly from the stud 11 to permit
endwise adjustment of the loop or slide to
any desired position upon the straps, it being
preferable to have the loop or slide lie com-
paratively close to the buckle, so as to pre-
ventdisplacement of the free end of the shield-
strap. .As the loop or slide is adjustable, it
may occupy any position between the perma-
nent attachment 6 and the buckle 1 and 1s
designed to be withdrawn from the buckle
toward the permanentattachment 6 when 1t 13
desired to remove the free end of the shield-
strap from the buckle.

In some instances it may not be desirable
to permanently fasten the shield-strap, and
therefore 1 contemplate having the shield-
strap detachably connected tothe main strap,
as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, wherein
the slide or loop 8 1s employed as the means
for fastening the shield - strap to the main
strap by inverting the loop or slide, so that
the shield-strap is held between the body or
plate portion 8 and the main strap, whereby
the stud or projection 11, passing through
corresponding openings in the straps, forms
the detachableconnection. When the shield-
strap isdetachably connected, it is somewhat
shorter thau whenitis permanently attached,
for the reason that the loop or slide 8 forms
the connection between the two straps and
should lie as near as possible to the buckle
in order that there may be comparatively lit-
tle looseness of the shield-strap between the
slide or loop and the buckle. By the em-
ployment of the loop or slide as the sole fas-
tening for the shield-strap the latter may be
applied to any strap ina veryconvenient and
effective manner without requiring that the
strap be riveted or stitched. Another ad-
vantage of using the loop or slide as the sole
attachment resides in the fact that theshield
may be adjusted toanydesired position upon
the strap 4, so as tobe in proper relation with
respect to the buckle at whatever point it
may occupy with respectto the strap 4, while
in the form shown in Figs. 1 and 2 the buckle
must engage with the strap 4 at some point
between the free end thereof and the perma-
nent attachment 6.

In Fig. 6 of the drawings 1 have shown a !

comparatively broad harness-strap 12, which
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narrow terminal strap members 13 and 14, of
which the strap 13 i8 engaged with a buckle
15, carried by the strap 16, and the shield-
strap 17 is connected tothe strap 13 by a loop
or slide 7, as hereinbefore described, while
the other strap 14 forms a shield for the
tongue of a buckle 18, carried by the strap
19 and engaged with the short strap mem-
ber 20, which is permanently connected to
the under side of the strap 12 in anysuitable
manner, either by stitches 21 or by a rivet,
as may be desired. As the shield-strap is
permanently connected to the strap 20, it 18
necessary to employ the loop or slide 7 to pre-
vent looseness of the intermediate portion of
the shield -strap, as hereinbefore described
for the form shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the
drawings.

What I claim is—

1. The combination with a buckle having
end and intermediate ¢ross-bars, and a tonguc
hinged tothe intermediatecross-barandlying
upon one of the end bars, and a strap to en-
ogage with the tongue of the buckle, of a shield
carried by the strap independently of the
buckle and lying across and covering the
tongue of the buckle, and having a flexible
terminal portion passed beneath the farther-
most end bar of the buckle.

2. The combination with a buckle and a
strap for engagement with the tongue of the
buckle, of a flexible shield carried by the
strap independently of the buckle and adapt-
ed to be passed over the tongue of the buckle
and under one of the end bars thereof, and a
loop or slide embracing the strap and the

shield and having a projection engaging cor- .

responding openings therein to detachably
connect the shield to the strap.

3. The combination with a buckle and a
strap adapted to engage the buckle, of a loop
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or slide embodying a plate having a stud and

opposite terminal loops or eyes slidably re-
ceiving thestrap, and ashield-strap embraced
hetween the body of the loop and the main
strap with the stud projected through corre-
sponding openings in the two straps, the free
end of the shield-strap being adapted to cover
the tongue of the buckle and to pass beneath
the outermost end bar thereof.

4. A strap adapted for engagement with a
buckle, and provided with a buckle-shield
comprising an endwise-shiftable loop embrac-
ing the strap and provided with a stud to pro-
ject through an opening in the strap, and a
shield-strap having its rear end embraced be-
tween the body of the slide and the main
strap and pierced by the projection of the loop.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

DAVID E. WHITE.

Witnesses:

A. L. MCDERMOND,
S. R. WHITE.
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