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fo all whom it wiay concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN HALLIRAN, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Grand
Rapids, in the county of Kent and State of

‘Michigan, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Fish-Hook Releasers;

and I do hereby declare the following tobe a

full, clear, and exact deseription of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which 1t appertainsg to make and use the
same.

My invention relates to improvements in

fish-hook releasers, and its object is to pro-
vide means whereby a fish-hook may be re-
leased when the same is caught in any ob-
struction and to provide the same with cer-
tain newand useful features hereinafter more
fully deseribed, and particularly pointed out.
in the claims.

My invention consists, essentially, in a
heavy body or weight, preferably of metal,
adapted to be attached to a fish-line and to

traverse the same by gravity, and a suitable

line or cord attached to the said weight, by
which the weight may be drawn upward on
the fish-line and allowed again to traverse the
same, whereby a series of blows may be deliv-
ered upon the hook if necessary to release the
same, as will more fully appear by reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1 is a perspective illustrating the

operation of my device; Fig. 2, an enlarged !

detail of the weight in side elevation; Fig. 3,
the same, showing the opposite side thereot;
Fig. 4, a perspective of the same, and Fig. 5
a transverse section on the line 5 5 of Fig. 2.

Like letters refer to like parts in all of the
figures.

A represents a ﬁsh hook attached to a
sunken log; B, a tubular weight adapted to
slide down the lme C and pass over the sinker
thereon.

D is a second line attached to the weight
B, whereby the same may be drawn up along
the fish-line Cand allowed to descend as often
as may be necessary to release the hook A.

To readily attach and detach the weight B
to the line C, said weight is provided with an
opening K in its side, extending from end to
end thereof. Torender the weight less liable

to become detached, this slot is made spiral.
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The direction of the spiral is also reversed
near the middle of the weight, and at one end
of the weight and in line with the uncut por-
tion of the weight is an eye I to attach the
line D. The portion of the weight in line with
this eye being undivided by the slot K is
adapted to delwer a more forcible blow when
it strikes the hook A than if it were more yield-
ing by dividing the same.

I do not limit my invention to the specific
means for attaching the weight: to the line.

Obviously various modifications may be

adopted without departing from the 1nven-
tion.

By the foregoing description the operation
of my device will be readily understood.
Whenever by any chance the hook A becomes
engaged with any obstacle, the line C, at-

or opening K into the interior of the tubular
weight B, which weight will then slide down
the line C and passing over the sinker at-
tached to the same will strike against the
bent portion of the hook A close to its point
of engagement with the obstruction, and thus
release the hook.
insufficient to release the hook, the weight B3

can be drawn up the line C by means of the

cord D and again sent down as often as may
be necessary until the hook ishammered loose
thereby. |
Having thus fully described my invention,

what I clmm and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1 Means for releasing a fish-hook, consist-
ing of a weight adapted to be temporarily and
detachably connected to the fish-line, and to
slide down the same and to pass over the

sinker and strike against the hook, substan-

tially .as described.

2. A weight for releasing a fish-hoolk, con-
sisting of a tubular body having an opening
larger than the sinker and a slot or opening
in its side and extending from end to end
thereof, whereby the weight may be tempo-
rarily attached to a fish-line and allowed to
traverse the same, substantially as described.

3. A weight for releasing a fish-hook, con-

| sisting of a tubular body having a central

opening larger than the sinker and a spiral
slot exbending from end to end thereof,where-
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by the weight may be temporarily attached
to a line and allowed to slide down the same
and passover the sinker and engage the hook.

4. Incombination with a weight adapted to
be attached to a fish-line and to traverse the
same and to freely pass the sinker and en-
gage the hook, a cord attached to the weight,
whereby the weight may be drawn up and al-
lowed to retraverse theline, substantially as
described. -

5. Thecombination of a tubular weight hav-
Ing a spiral opening extending from end to
end thereof and a cord attached to the weight,
substantially as deseribed.

6. A weight for releasing a fish-hook, con-
sisting of a tubular body having a spiral open-

!
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ing extending from end to end thereof, said
spiral opening reversed in its direction near
the middle of the body, substantially as de-
scribed.
7. In combination with a fish hook and line,
a tubular weight having a spiral opening ex-
tending from end to end thereof, whereby it
is adapted to be attached to the line and to
traverse the same, and a cord attached to the
weight, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
JOHON HALLIRAN.
Witnesses:
LUTHER V. MOULTON,
PATLMER A. JONES.
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