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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DAVID S. BALDWIN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Oak-
park, in the county of Cook and State of 1lli-

nois, have invented a new and useful Mail-

Bag Holder, of which the following is a speci-

rﬁcation.

This invention has for its object the pro-
duction of a device whereby mail-bags are
supported in a position convenient for the re-
ception of the mail-matter; and the invention
consists in the construetion of a device where-
by the mail-bag may be quickly and readily
arranged with its mouth open and supported
in that position to receive the mail-matter
and readily and quickly removable when re-
quired. - o

The invention further consists in certain.

novel features of construction, all as herein-
after shown and described, and specifically
pointed out in the claims.

~ In the drawings illustrative of the inven-

‘tion, Figure 1 is a sectional view. of the de-

vice, together with a portion of a mail-bag
supported thereby. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of a portion of the bag-supporting means
detached. Fig. 3 18 a perspective view of a
portion of one of the locking-frames detached.

The device is adapted to be used in post-
offices,railway mail-cars, newspaper and pub-
lishing offices, and wherever mail-bags are
employed. | S o

Mail-bags are generally supported by hooks
engaging longitudinally - spaced bars, pret-
erably tubular to combine strength wibth
lichtness, supported by standards at suitable
intervals, and my improvement is more par-
ticularly applicable to mail-bag supports of
that character, although it may be applied
toother constructions, and 1 do not,theretfore,
wish to be limited to any special structure.
For the purpose of illustration, however, I
have shown the invention applied to a mail-
bag holder of the usual construction, consist-
ing of the tubular supports spaced apart, sec-
tions of which are shown at 5 6,-with a por-
tion of an ordinary mail-sack disposed be-
tween them and represented at 7 and with
the usual ‘““draw-cord” §, laced through the
Loosely engaging the supports s 6

at intervals are rings 10, each having an eye
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| strain will release them.
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11 thereon and each eye supporting a de-
pending pin 12, the pins engaging the eyes
loosely. Supported beneath each of the sup-
ports 5 6 at a short distance therefrom are
casings 13 14, each casing having a series of
transverse slots 15 in their upper parts or 1m-
mediately beneath the supports 5 6. These
casings, which in the accompanying drawings
have been shown as consisting of inverted-
U -shaped rails constructed of sheet metal
or other suitable material, practically con-
stitute locking devices to receive and retain
the supporting-pins 12, as will be presently
The pins 12 are adapted to enter
the slots 15 by their lower free ends when in
their downward position, as shown in Fig. 1,
and are designed to also engage a number of
the eyelets 15 in the mail-bag, as shown in
Fig. 1, by which means the mail-bag is con-

| nected to the supporting means.

As many of the pins 12 and their connected
rings 10 may be employed for each bag as re-
quired; but generally two on each side will
be sufficient. | | |

In attaching the mail-bag to the support-

ing means the bag is opened out and the

proper number of the eyelets 9 threaded upon
the corresponding pins 12 and the lower free
ends of the pins then inserted down into the
nearest of the apertures 15. Then the bag
will hang suspended between the bars 5 6
and the casings 13 14, and the strains being
all downward the pins will firmly retain the
bag in place, and no amount of downward
If the bag is sub-
jected to any upward strain, however, as in
the act of removing the bag fromn the frame-
work, the upper edge of the bagin rising will
engage the eyes 11 and cause the rings 10 to
revolve upon the bars 5 6 and draw the pins
12 out of the apertures 15 and release the

bag. Thus in releasing the bag it is only

necessary to grasp the two ends of the draw-

cord which are engaged by the clamp and
draw them upward, which action causes the
cord to draw through the eyelets and con-

tract the mouth of the sack and at the same

time draw the bag upward and eause the up-
per edge of the bag to act upon the rings 10
and release the pins from the frame 14, as
before described. DBy this means the same
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movement which serves to close the bag by | porting-bars and having slots to receive the

drawing upon the draw-cord alsoreleases the
bag from itssupport and does not, therefore,
require two motions to accomplish the re-
moval of the bag and effect its closure. The
movement, moreover, can be accomplished
with one hand only where the bags are not
too heavily loaded to be handled by one hand,
and when the bags are too heavy to be han-

dled by one hand both hands are free to be |

employed in handling the bag.

The device 18 very simple and effective
and results in the saving of much valuable
time, which is an important consideration in
handling mail. The device also results in
oreat saving of labor, as it requires the ex-
penditure of much less energy to handle mail-
bags by means of thisdevice than by the de-
vices heretofore in use.

The bars 5 6 and casings 13 may be of any
length to accommodate any number of bags
in the same manner as in the mail-bag sup-
ports now in use. |

The improvement may be readily applied
to the mail-bag holders now in use without
material alteration and without adding ma-
terially to the expense.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. A mail-bag support comprising longitu-
dinal supporting-bars, pins loosely connect-
ed with sald supporting-bars and inverted-

U-shaped casings disposed below the sup- |

locking-pins.

2. A mail-bag supportcomprising support-
ing means, rings revolubly mounted thereon
and having eyes, pins having eyes engaging
the eyes of the revoluble rings, and locking
means having slots for detachable engage-
ment with the free ends of said pins, sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. A mail-bag support comprising support-
ing means, locking means arranged under-
neath the same and comprising casings hav-
ingslots formed therein, and pins loosely con-
nected with the supporting means and adapt-
ed to be detachably connected at their free
ends with the locking means by the slots in
the latter, substantially as set forth.

4. In a mail-bag support, the combination
of longitudinal supporting-rods, rings mount-
ed upon said rods and revoluble thereon, pins
connected loosely with said rings, and in-
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verted - U - shaped casings arranged under- 55

neath the supporting-rods and having slots
therein adapted to receive the free ends of
the pins, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own ] Lave hereto aftixed mysignature in

the presence of two witnesses.
DAVID S. BALDWIN.

Witnesses:
H. WILLIAMSON,
AMO E. WALTHER.
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