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o all whom it may concern:
Beitknownthatl, PAUL G. MUENCHINGER,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Newport, in the county of Newport and State

of Rhode Island, have invented a new and:

- useful Envelop-Opener, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. |

posifions. -

The invention relates to envelops, partieu-

larly of that class known as ‘‘self-opening™’

envelops; and the object in view 1s to pro-
vide a simple and inexpensive device of this
class having permanently associated there-
with and adapted for sale as a part thereof
an opening device adapted to perform, first,
the function of opening the envelop by a
shearing cut when an exposed or projecting
feature of the opener is grasped and drawn
by the operator; second, the function of an
opaque shield to prevent the contents of the
envelop from being seen by interposing the
same between the eye of the observer and a
strong light, and, third, the function of an ad-
vertising card or cireular whereby a mer-
chant may distribute advertising matter in
the course of correspondence. |

Further objects and advantages of thein-
vention will appear in the following descrip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims, it being understood that changes in
the form, proportion, and minor details of
construction may be resorted to without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages of this invention. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a rear view of

‘an envelop constructed in accordance with the

invention with the parts arranged for mail-
ing, the covering-flap of the envelop being
closed and indicating in dotted lines the po-
sition of the blade or body portion of the
opener. Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the
tongue or grip of the opener detached from
the strap or keeper and extended. Fig. 3 18

2 similar view showing the opener partly

withdrawn. Fig. 4isa vertical sectional view
of the envelop with the parts in their normal

Similar reference characters indicate corre-

1ngs. , |
In the drawings the opener constituting the

“essential feature of the invention is applied

sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
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to an envelop 1 of the usual form and con-

struction having a closing-flap 2 through the
fold or crease between which and the frontof
the body portion of the envelop is extended

“a tongue or grip 7, preferably formed integral
with a blade 5, forming the body portion of

the opener. This blade, with its connected
tongue or handle, may be of any suitable
material, preferably flexible, and in practice
I use a card having sufficient stiffness to
adapt the upper diagonally-disposed edges 3,
which ineline downward from the base of the

tongue toward the side edges 6, to sever the

envelop between its front fold and the clos-

line, when the tongue is drawn upward in a
direction parallel with the plane of the en-
velop. To facilitate grasping the envelop
during the operation of opening, a thumb
opening or notch 9 is formed in the lower edge
of the blade. The blade preferably corre-
sponds approximately in area with the en-

| velop, so that the contents of the latter are

concealed, the penetration of the light being
prevented.
In practice the opener is applied to the en-

‘velop during the construction of the latter,

the body portion of the blade 5 thereof being
folded into the envelop, with the tongue 7
projecting through the opening 3 in the
crease-line between the closing-flap and the
main or front fold; but it will be understood
that the opener may be constructed as a sepa-
rate article of manufacture and inserted in
the envelop by a merchant desiring to use
the body portion of the card as an advertis-
ing mediam. To hold the tongue or gripin a

. folded and inconspicuous position, it 1s pref-

erably folded parallel with the envelop and
secured by means of a keeper or strap 4,
which in the construction illustrated is up-
struck from the closing-flap. In opening the
envelop the operator may first detach the
tongue from this keeper, at the same time
orasping the lower edge of the envelop.oppo-
site the notech 9 of the opener-blade between
the thumb and forefinger of the other hand;

but it is not necessary that this tongue should

be detached from the keeper as a preliminary
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ting-flap, or, in other words, on the crease-
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step in the opening of the envelop, as the .
projecting portion of this tongue beyond the

keeper may be grasped, and by a quick jerk
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of the tongue in an upward direction approxi- |

mately parallel with the plane of the envelop
the keeper will be torn loose or entirely re-
moved, and as soon as the stress of the pull
18 applied directly to the tongue in the plane
of the blade 5 the latter will be drawn out-
ward and its diagonally - disposed cutting
edges will sever the envelop on the crease-
line. Moreover, it will be understood that
while the illustrated embodiment of my in-
vention, with the tongue of the opener ex-
tendlnw through the crease-line between the
c,losmﬂ'-ﬂa,p and the main fold and the tongue
engaged at its free end with the keeper in
the closing-clap, is a convenient construction
the essential advantages of the invention
may be attained by arranging the opener to
be drawn downward through the lower edge
or through one of the end edges of the en-
velop, and I desire to have it understood that
I reserve the right to modify the construec-
tion on these lmes without departing from Lhe
spirit of the invention.

Having deseribed the invention,
claimed is—

1. The combination with an envelop, of an
opener having a flat body portion or blade
a pproximately equal in area with the envelop
and provided at one side with diagonally-dis-
posed cutting edges, and a flexible tongue
projecting from the center of said side and
extending through an opening in the envelop,
the envelop being provided with an exterior
fastening device fm securing the tongue in a
folded posmon
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2. The combination with an envelop, of an
opener having a flat body portion or blade
approximately equalin area with the envelop
and provided at one side with diagonally-dis-
posed cutting edges, and a flexible tongue

projecting from the center of said side and

extending through an opening in the envelop,
the envelop having an upstruck keeper or
strap for receiving and holding the tongue in
its folded position.

3. The combination with an envelop hav-
ing a slit in the fold of its closing-flap and a
keeper on the flap disposed parallel with the
slit, of an envelop-opener having a body por-
tion or blade approximately equal in area with
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the envelop, and atongue passed through the

slit and beneath the keeper.

4. The combination with an envelop hav-

ing a slit in the fold of its closing-flap, of an
opener having a body portion or blade ap-
proximately equal in area with the envelop,
said opener being provided with diagonally-
disposed cutting edn'es and a tongue project-
ing from the apex of the cutting edges and
extending through the said slit, the body por-
tion being provided opposite the tongue with
a thumbh-notech, and the closing- flap being
provided with a keeper to receive the tongue.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

‘my own I have hereto atfixed my signaturein

the presence of two witnesses.
PAUL G. MUENCHINGER.
Witnesses:
MicHAEREL DOYLE,
MAX MUENCHINGER.
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