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To all whom it may concern:
Be itknown-that I, JOBEN E. SHARPE, a C1ti-

~zen of the United States, and a resident of

Oneida, in the county of Madison, in the
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Match-Lighters, of

which the following, taken in connection |
with the accompanying drawings, is a full,

clear, and exact description.
“The object of this invention is to provide
a safety mateh - lighting 1mplement which
shall be simple and inexpensive in construe-

tion, convenient to be carried in the pocket
of a ﬂ'a,rment and readily and conveniently
used for llﬂ‘hblnﬂ‘ a match without danger of

allowing the head of the mateh from being

broken off and cast about in the operation of

lichting the match; and to that end the in-
vention consists, essentially, of an inflexible
tubular body open atv one end for the inser-
tion of the igniting end of the matech and
having in its Wall a series of perforations dis-

trlbuted lenfrthmse of the wall and the inner

face of said wall formed with serrations ad-
jacent to the respective perforations, and a

- handle extending from the opposite end of

20

35

40

45

sald body and closing the same thereat,

hereinafter more fully described, and set_

forth in the claim.

In the annexed drawings, Flﬂ'mes 1 and 2
are views of two sides of a _safety match-
lighter embodying my 1nvention.
illustrates enlarged transverse sectional
views on line X X in FKig. 1 of the drawings,
showing differentforms adapted for the body
of the match-lighter. Fig. 4 illustrates the
manner of using the match-lighter, and Fig.
5 illustrates one of the many modifications

‘whichmay be applied to the external configu-

ration of my invention.
¢ represents the body of the match-hﬂ'htel

which body is tubular or hollow and mﬂem-
ble throughout and may be either cylin-
drical or Qemlcylmdrlcal or square or trian-
oular, as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, or
of any other suitable shape in cross-section.
The essential features of said body are, first,
its open end o' for the insertion of the wmt-

ing end of a match, as replesented in I‘w

Fig. 3 |

' ]

|

4 of the drawings: secondly, its match -ig-
niting surface b, (ShOWIl in Fig. 3 of the
dr amntrs,)whmh surface is ser rated or made

rough in any suitable manner throughout
the length of said body to produce sufficient

friction on the head of the matech to ignite
the matehin rubbing it on said surface, and,
thirdly, the perforations of the wall of the
body, which perforations permit ventilation

of theinterior of the body after the ignition

of the match.
I pleferab]y form the body a of a metallic
tube, which is open at one end, as shown at

o', and compressed ---"qra,nsver'sely at the op-

posite end, as at @'’ in Fig. 1 of the drawings,
said compressed portion closing said end of
the body and serving as a handle A for hold-
ing the match-lighter when in use, as shown
in Fig. 4 of the drawings. Theserrationson
the inner surface of the body a I preferably

form by punching a series of perforationsin

the wall of the body. DBy this punching op-

eration the inner surface of the wall becomes

roughened or serrated adjacent to the re-
spective perforations through which the in-
terior of the body is ventilated. The com-

pressed portion o’ may be perforated, as

shown at ¢, for the attachment of a chain d
or a suitable cord by which it may be sus-
pended 1n a convenient position near a
match-safe or other suitable place.

In using my described safety match-lighter
the user of it takes hold by one hand the han-

-dle ~ and inserts bythe other hand the light-

ing end of the mateh 72 into the body a, as
illustrated in Fig. 4 of the drawings, and in
withdrawing the match from said body the
user presses the head of the match onto the
serrated or rough surface b, which causes
the match to ignite. In thlS operation the

wall of the body a serves as a guard or shield

to prevent an accidentally-broken-off head of

| the mateh from being cast about.

The handle /» may be of any desired shape
to permit convenient manipulation of the
match-lighter. One of the modifications of

sald ha,ndle is shown in Fig. 5 of the dra,w-

ings.
What I clmm as my invention is—
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A mateh-lighter consisting of an inflexible | handle extending from the opposite end of
tubular body open at one end for the inser- | said body and closing the same thereat sub-

tion of the igniting end of the mateh and hav- | stantially as set forth and shown.

ing in its wall a seriesof perforations distrib- - JOHN E. SHARPE. |[L. 8.]
5 uted lengthwise of the wall and the inner Witnesses:
- face of said wall formed with serrations ad-| - H. W. CoLEY,

jacent to the respective perforations, and a | - K. L. HASKELL.
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