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70 all whom it may concerwn: | T

Beit known that I, CHARLES Q. C. LEIGH a
citizen of the United Sta,tes residing at Padu-
c¢ah, in the county of MecCracken _a,nd. State of

5 Kentucky, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Adjustable Mouths
for Shipping-Packages,of which the following
1S a speelﬁﬂamon -

This invention relates to improvements in
10 a device which is especially desirable for use
in packing bananas; and the main object of
my invention is the ptox ision of a removable
mouth or funnel to be placed in the mouth of
a package orcrate and which 1s provided with
15 means for adjustably holding the ends of the
device together, so as to allow the same to be
-held in the mouth of a package by its own |
contact and weight.
Another object of my invention is the pm-
20 vision of a device of this character which is
an embodiment of simplicity, durability, and
inexpensiveness, thus producinga thoroughly
efficient and practical device for this purpose.
To attain these desired objects, the i inven-
2t tion consists of a device to be used in pack-

- ing bunches of bananas embodying novel
features of construction and combination of
parts substantially as disclosed herewith.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
30 aside elevation of & bauana-paclmﬂ'e mth 11 y,‘
improved device in use thereon. Fig. 21s a
side elevation of the device removed from the
package, but in a position it-assumes before
being placed it the mouth of the package.
35 Fig. 3 is a plan view of the blauk and Fig. |
4 is a modification. . |
Referring to the drawings, A deslﬂ'nate% a
strip of ﬂemble material which is prowded
| with the outwardly-curved upper edge B and.-

40 the substantially parallel inwardly-curved

- lower edge C. This strip may be made in a
single sheet or a series of sheets of material.
This strip is further provided with the ter-
minals D and E, the terminal D being pro-

45 vided with the slightly-inturned upper edge
I*, which is adapted to cause the terminal D
to more readily engage or catch in one of the
series of tangs or tonﬂ'ues G, cut from the

-~ body of the blauk near the end E thereof.

5o These tongues may be in any desired num- |

bersof series in order to allow the blank when
assembled to be inereased in circumference or
diameter, according to the mouth of the pack-
age upon which the device is used. At the
upper edge of the end K, 1 also provide the

slightly-inturned point II, which causes the

meeting ends of the blank to be held more

1 closely together. These inturnedends, how-

ever, can bedispensed with withoutdeparting
from the spirit of improvement, as the vital
feature is the provision of the series of out-
wardly - projecting tongues or tangs which

are adapted to receive the other end of the

blank,so as toform a complete funnel-shaped
attachmment with overlapping terminals.
- This attachment may be made of any de-
sirable flexible material, such as heavy pa-
per, tin, galvanized i iron, or any other similar
material.

From the foregoing descrlptlon taken in
connection with the dmwmﬂs, it is evident

that I provide an attachment which is ad-

Jtlstable to fit in the mouth of any package,
which can be fitted in very quickly, and will
form a guide for a bunch of bananas to be
brought in toward the body of the package,
SO tha,t the packing of bananas is greatly fa-
cilitated and much time and ldb(}t is saved.

The best manner of applying this device is
to adjust it to the shape of the mouth of the

| package, place the attachment in the mouth
of the package, then place enough straw in

the position to fill the lower mou_th thereof,
the bunch of: bananas being now shoved
through the funnel into the package and car-
rying the straw or any other suitable cush-
ioning material to the bottom of the package,
where. it will protect the lower end and lower
sides of the bunch of fruit, so as to prevent
it from being injured in transportation.

What 1 clalm as new, and desue to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. An attachment of the nature described,
comprising a sheet of material having a plu-
rality of rows of tongues projecting from the
body thereof near one terminal of the blank,

‘adapted to receive the other terminal of the

blank to form a funnel-shaped body.
In an attachment of the nature de-
SCr 1bed compmsmw a sheet of material adapt-
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ed to be formed into a funnel-shaped body, | In testimony whereof I affix my signature
the lower edge of the blank being shorter | in presence of two witnesses.
than the:upper edge and a series of rows ot | CHARLES Q. C. LEIGH

outwardly - projecting tongues formed from
s the body of the blank near one terminal Witnesses:

thereof adapted to engage and hold the other J. M. WORTEN,

terminal thereof. ‘ - R. G. CALDWELL.
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