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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES Q. C. LEIGH, OF PADUCAH, KENTUCKY.

"SHIPPING-CRATE;

SPEGIFIGATION fermmg part of Letters Patent No. 719, 819 dated February 3, 1903.

Applmetmn ﬁled September 23,1002, Rerial Ne 124,539

(No model.)

To all wkom it may concerm: |
Be 1t known that I, CHARLES Q. C. LEIGH,

a citizen of the United States, residing at RPa-

' ‘ducah, in the county of MecCracken and State
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- vision of a erate or package which is adapted
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of Kentucky, have invented certain new and

‘useful Improvements in Shipping-Crates, of

which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to improvements in

shipping-crates, and has special reference to

a crate or package for use in the shipment of

bananas.
The main objeet of my invention is a pro-

to receive the bananas and is provided with
stuffed strips internally arranged to provide
soft surfaces, against which abuts the bunch
of bananas when standing upright in the
crate. ' By means of these stuffed strips the
bananas are protected and prevented from

being bruised in transit, and thus dispenses |

with the use of straw or other packing, and,
further, provides means by which the bunch
of bananas is readily placed in or removed
from the crate. Ifurther providethe package

with a flexible covering, which when ready

for the bananas to be placed within the pack-
age is pulled around the exterior of the crate
and after the bunch of bananas has been
placed inthe crate is easily and quickly pulled
upward, so as to completely surround the

upper end of the bananas, whether it be below

the top of the package or projects above.

Another object of my invention is a provi:
sion of a crate or package which is very sim-
ple,inexpensive, and durable in construction,
which is easily and quickly packed or un-
packed, and which is thoroughly efficient and
pracmcal in use.

To attain the various obgects, my invention

consists of apackageorcrateembodying novel
features of construction, as disclosed herein.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a perspective view of my improved package

with the cover in the proper position to allow

a bunch of bananas to be placed in the pack-

age. Fig.2isasimilarview with the package
closed. Fig. 3isa top plan view with the top

‘open, and Flg 4. 1s a vertical centml sectional

view.
Referring to the drawings, A deswnates the

- solid bottom of the crate, which is made of

any desned Shepe and has secured thereto

.........

and pro;[ecting upward therefrom the longi-
tudinal bracing panels or strips B, which have
surrounding thelr lowerends a h00p C, and se-
cured internall y to their upper ends is a hoop
D,surrounding the upper ends, and securing
the flexible cover ing K to the package is the
hoop F, which also secures the upperends G of
the padded or stuffed cushions or strips H,
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whose lower ends are secured to the lowerin- -

terior hoop J, secured internally near the
lower ends of the vertical panels of the crate.
Surrounding the package are any number of
bracing- hoeps K. These cushions or pads
can be secured within the package in any de-
sired manner, as I claim as my invention the
employment of such pads arranged interiorly
and circumferentially within the package and

extending the full or partial length of the

package.

From this construetion it wﬂl be seen that
a bunch of bananas can be placed within the
crate or package and that the cushions or
pads will abut or rest against the bananas
and form the desired ecushion, so as to prevent
the bananas from being bruised or torn from
the bunch, and also that by bracing it with a
series of strips a series of ventilating-spaces
L are provided.

- What I claim as new, and desire to obtain
by Letters Patent, is— ,

1. In a Shlppmw-packaﬂ‘e, the combination

of a cylindrical body, a flexible covering hav-
ing one edge secured rigidly to the exterior
at the mouth of the package, and slit cross-
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wise s0 as to fall down and surround the body |

of the package, and a series of interior cush-
ions having their lower ends connected near
the bottom within the package and their up-
per ends secured to the oufer circumference
at the mouth of the package between the
flexible cover and the package.

2. Ashipping-package comprising a cylin-
drical body and a series of padded cushions
secured within the package near the bottom
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and having their upper ends secured to the

exterior of the mouth of the package.
3. A shipping-package, comprising a body,
a series of padded cushions tapering toward

| both ends and having their lower tapering

ends near the bottom of the package and their
upper tapering ends secured exteriorly of the
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mouth of the package, and a retaining-hoop
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secured to the inside near the bottom of the |

package to hold the lower tapered ends in
place. |

4. A banana-shipping package, comprising
a body composed of hoops and panels with
ventilating-spaces between the panels, and a
series of vertically-arranged padded cushions
having their lower ends secured near the bot-
tom within the package and their upper ends

1o secured to the top without the package, the

body of the cushions extending beyond the

719,819

interior side of the panels so as to form ver-
tical ventilating-spaces between the cushions
and around the bananas when placed in the
package. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.:

CHARLES Q. C. LEIGH.

Witnesses:
R. W. JACOB,
J. M. WARTEN.
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